
C I T Y   O F   M O R R O   B A Y  
HARBOR ADVISORY BOARD 

A G E N D A 
 

 

 

The City of Morro Bay is dedicated to the preservation and enhancement of the quality of life. The City 
shall be committed to this purpose and will provide a level of municipal service and safety consistent with 

and responsive to the needs of the public. 

 
 

Regular Meeting - Thursday, March 2, 2017 
Veteran’s Memorial Building - 6:00 P.M. 

209 Surf Street, Morro Bay, CA 
 

  Ron Reisner, Chair  Member at Large 
  Lynn Meissen, Vice Chair Member at Large 

Gene Doughty   South Bay/Los Osos 
Bill Luffee   Marine Oriented Business 

  Neal Maloney   Waterfront Leaseholders 
Dana McClish   Recreational Boating 

  Jeremiah O’Brien  Morro Bay Commercial Fishermen’s Organization 
  Peter Griffin   Alternate to Jeremiah O’Brien (MBCFO) 
  Owen Hackleman  Alternate to Jeremiah O’Brien (MBCFO) 

 

ESTABLISH QUORUM AND CALL TO ORDER 
MOMENT OF SILENCE 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
CHAIR, ADVISORY BOARD MEMBER & LIAISON ANNOUNCEMENTS & PRESENTATIONS 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
Members of the audience wishing to address the Board on City business matters other than 
scheduled items may do so at this time. To increase the effectiveness of the Public Comment 
Period, the following rules shall be followed: 

 When recognized by the Chair, please come forward to the podium and state your name 
and address for the record.  Board meetings are audio and video recorded and this 
information is voluntary and desired for the preparation of minutes. 

 Comments are to be limited to three minutes. 

 All remarks shall be addressed to the Board, as a whole, and not to any individual member 
thereof. 

 The Board respectfully requests that you refrain from making slanderous, profane or 
personal remarks against any elected official, Board member and/or staff. 

 Please refrain from public displays or outbursts such as unsolicited applause, comments 
or cheering. 

 Any disruptive activities that substantially interfere with the ability of the Board to carry out 
its meeting will not be permitted and offenders will be requested to leave the meeting. 

 Your participation in Board meetings is welcome and your courtesy will be appreciated. 
 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to 
participate in this meeting, please contact the Harbor Department’s Office Assistant at 
(805) 772-6254. Notification 24 hours prior to the meeting will enable the City to make 
reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting. 



 

 

A. CONSENT CALENDAR  
 
A-1 Approval of Minutes from Harbor Advisory Board meeting held on February 2, 

2016. 
Staff Recommendation: Approve minutes. 

 
B. PUBLIC HEARINGS, REPORTS, AND APPEARANCES  

 
B-1 Harbor Department Status Report  
  Staff Recommendation: Receive and file. 
 

C. BUSINESS ITEMS  
 
C-1 Update from the Marine Services Facility/Boatyard Ad-Hoc Committee on 

Committee’s Recent Activities 
 Staff Recommendation: Receive and file. 
 
C-2 Update from the Finance & Budget Ad-Hoc Committee on Committee’s Recent 

Activities 
 Staff Recommendation: Receive and file. 
 
C-3 Update from the Eelgrass Ad-Hoc Committee on Committee’s Recent Activities 
 Staff Recommendation: Receive and file. 
 
C-4 Update from the Marine Sanctuary Ad-Hoc Committee on Committee’s Recent 

Activities 
Staff Recommendation: Receive and file. 

 
C-5 Update from the Working Waterfront Ad-Hoc Committee on Committee’s Recent 

Activities 
Staff Recommendation: Receive and file report.  Consider whether 
clarification of Measure D’s apparent ambiguities should be tied to the City’s 
update of the General Plan and Local Coastal Plan, and make 
recommendations accordingly. 
 

C-6 Status of City-Required Revetment Inspections on Various City Waterfront Lease 
Sites 

 Staff Recommendation: Receive and file. 
 
C-7 Review and Amendment of Existing Future Agenda Items List 
 Staff Recommendation: Staff recommend the Harbor Advisory Board (HAB) 

review the existing “future agenda” items pending list, and amend as 
outlined. 

 
D. DECLARATION OF FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS  

 
E. ADJOURNMENT 
 
This agenda is subject to amendment up to 72 hours prior to the date and time set for the meeting.  Please refer to the 
agenda posted at the Morro Bay Harbor Department, 1275 Embarcadero, for any revisions or call the department at 
772-6254 for further information. 
 
Materials related to an item on this Agenda are available for public inspection during normal business hours at the 
Harbor Department and at Mill’s/ASAP, 495 Morro Bay Boulevard, or online at www.morrobayca.gov. Materials related 
to an item on this Agenda submitted to the Board after publication of the Agenda packet are available for inspection at 
the Harbor Department during normal business hours or at the scheduled meeting. 



 
 
 
   
  

 
AGENDA NO:  A-1 
 
MEETING DATE: March 2, 2017 

 
 
 
 
CITY OF MORRO BAY 

 
HARBOR ADVISORY BOARD 

 
SYNOPSIS MINUTES 

 
The regular meeting of the City of Morro Bay Harbor Advisory Board was held Thursday,  
February 2, 2017 at 6:00 PM in the Veteran’s Hall, 209 Surf ST, Morro Bay, California. 
 
ESTABLISH QUORUM AND CALL TO ORDER 
Present: Members: Gene Doughty 

Bill Luffee 
Neal Maloney 
Dana McClish 
Lynn Meissen 

    Ron Reisner 
Jeremiah O’Brien 

Staff:  Eric Endersby, Harbor Director 
 Lori Stilts, Harbor Business Coordinator 

    Liaison:  Councilmember Matt Makowetski 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:02 p.m., with all but Board Member McClish present. Mr. 
Luffee requested item C-6 be moved to the position of C-1 and C-1 to be discussed when Board 
Member Mr. McClish arrives. 
 
MOMENT OF SILENCE 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
CHAIR AND ADVISORY BOARD MEMBER ANNOUNCEMENTS & PRESENTATIONS 
https://youtu.be/yKOSR4wXaH0?t=3m14s 
Mr. Doughty asked Mr. Endersby what happens to HAB recommendations after they are referred 
to the City Council? Mr. Endersby responded with a few different scenarios and with a conclusion 
to in the future incorporate the status of HAB recommendations in the monthly Harbor Department 
Status Report. 
 
Mr. O’Brien thanked the City of Morro Bay and Staff to allow him to sit on the Board. Mr. O’Brien 
also introduced the alternative members who represent the Commercial Fishermen’s seat, Peter 
Griffin and Owen Hackleman.  
 
Mr. Lufee welcomed Mr. O’Brien and both himself and Mr. Reisner who were reappointed.  
 
Mr. Maloney congratulated the new and reappointed members as well. Mr. Maloney also 
mentioned that construction has started to lay the pipe line for dredging, so you may run into some 
obstructions on the way to the Rock. 
 
Mr. Reisner explained the Morro Bay Commercial Fishermen’s seat designation as it pertains to 
the Harbor Advisory Board. He went on to say Morro Bay Beautiful will be conducting a beach 
cleanup on the Sand Spit on Saturday February 25. Also on March 17, between 5PM and 7PM 
the 28th Dixon’s Spaghetti Fundraiser will be holding their dinner to raise money for disadvantaged 

https://youtu.be/yKOSR4wXaH0?t=3m14s
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youth. On March 31 and April 1 once again Morro Bay Beautiful will sponsor the City-wide yard 
sale.  Registration is available at the Morro Bay Chamber of Commerce. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 
 
A. CONSENT CALENDAR 
https://youtu.be/yKOSR4wXaH0?t=10m9s 
MOTION:  Ms. Meissen moved the November 3, 2016 Harbor Advisory Board minutes be 
approved as submitted.  The Motion was seconded by Gene Doughty and carried unanimously. 
 
MOTION: Mr. Reisner moved the December 1, 2016 Harbor Advisory Board minutes be approved 
as submitted. The motion was seconded by Mr. Maloney and carried unanimously. 
 
B. PUBLIC HEARINGS, REPORTS, AND APPEARANCES 
B-1 Harbor Department Status Report 
https://youtu.be/yKOSR4wXaH0?t=11m48s 
Mr. Endersby briefed the Board on the following topics: 

 
Recent Department Activity  
Harbor Dredging 
Clean Marina Certification 
Derelict Vessel Demolitions 
Recent City Council Activity 
Lighted Boat Parade  
Polar Bear Dip 
"For those Who Wait" statue dedication 
Winter Bird Festival 
Women for Fisheries Enchilada Sale 2/4 
Big Bad & Ugly Surf Invitational 2/18 & 2/19 
 
Mr. Reisner asked if the current dredging in the bay is a US Army Corps of Engineer’s contract, 
including oversite of the work and onsite representative? Mr. Endersby replied yes, the Army 
Corps is contracted and overseeing the dredging while on site and from a field office out of 
Vandenberg.  
 
C. BUSINESS ITEMS 
C-6 Election of Harbor Advisory Board Chair and Vice Chair 
https://youtu.be/yKOSR4wXaH0?t=29m15s 
Mr. Luffee asked again C-6 be moved to the position of item C-1. 
 
MOTION:  Mr. Luffee moved to nominate Mr. Reisner as Chair of the Harbor Advisory Board. The 
Motion was seconded by Mr. Doughty and carried unanimously. 
 
MOTION:  Mr. Luffee moved to recommend to nominate Ms. Meissen as Vice Chair of the Harbor 
Advisory Board. The Motion was seconded by Mr. Reisner and carried unanimously. 
 
C-2 Update from the Finance & Budget Ad-Hoc Committee on Committee’s Recent 

Activities 
https://youtu.be/yKOSR4wXaH0?t=30m57s 
Ad-Hoc Chair Maloney stated the committee met twice with staff going over capital requirement 
schedules for the 5-year forecast. Mr. Maloney gave an overview what was highlighted and capital 
project requests of staff. 

https://youtu.be/yKOSR4wXaH0?t=10m9s
https://youtu.be/yKOSR4wXaH0?t=11m48s
https://youtu.be/yKOSR4wXaH0?t=29m15s
https://youtu.be/yKOSR4wXaH0?t=30m57s
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Mr. Endersby presented a brief PowerPoint presentation of the Harbor Department’s mid-year 
budget update. 
Mr. Maloney stated Bob Leland met with staff to go over this new and improved forecasting tool. 
Mr. Endersby clarified his meeting with Mr. Leland and City staff to better understand the 
forecasting tool and the Harbor component. 
 
Discussion by staff and Board. 
 
C-3 Update from the Eelgrass Ad-Hoc Committee on Committee’s Recent Activities 
https://youtu.be/yKOSR4wXaH0?t=50m13s 
Ms. Meissen stated the committee hasn’t formally met since her last report on the projects planned 
by NEP and Cal Poly, but Ms. Meissen did give a brief report on the latest project status. 
 
Mr. Doughty gave an oral presentation with an overhead map to show how eel grass can impact 
and halt development in the bay. 
 
Public Comment: Cathy Novak stated she has been recently working with the National Marine 
Fishery Service on projects where developers could potentially pay into a mitigation fund for 
problematic projects. Ms. Novak continued to explain that the regulatory agencies are starting to 
soften and work with us and not stop the development. 
 
Discussion by the Board. 
 
C-4 Update from the Marine Sanctuaries Ad-Hoc Committee on Committee’s Recent 

Activities 
https://youtu.be/yKOSR4wXaH0?t=1h10m1s 
Mr. Reisner spoke to the position the San Luis Obispo County Board of Supervisors took at their 
last board meeting on January 24, regarding the proposed Chumash Heritage National Marine 
Sanctuary and request to provide staff direction as necessary. The board voted to oppose the 
sanctuary 3 to 2.  
 
Mr. O’Brien stated at their next meeting this Tuesday the board will chose to officially adopt or not 
adopt the resolution to oppose the designation.  
 
Discussion by the Board. 
 
C-5 Development of a Morro Bay Working Waterfront Policy or Policies, and Update 

from the Working Waterfront Ad-Hoc Committee on Committee’s Recent Activities 
https://youtu.be/yKOSR4wXaH0?t=1h15m9s 
Let the record show Board member McClish arrived and joined the meeting at 6:50 pm. 
 
Mr. Doughty summarized the Working Waterfront Ad-Hoc Committee’s project report. The Ad-
Hoc Committee strongly recommends that the Harbor Advisory Board self-designate a working 
waterfront if we are not in the City’s general plan.  
 
Discussion by the Board. 
 
C-1 Review, Input and Recommendation on Final Marine Services Facility/Boatyard 

Request for Qualifications Document, Including Update from the Marine Services 
Facility/Boatyard Ad-Hoc Committee on Committee’s Recent Activities 

https://youtu.be/yKOSR4wXaH0?t=1h28m3s 
Mr. Endersby presented his staff report. 
 

https://youtu.be/yKOSR4wXaH0?t=50m13s
https://youtu.be/yKOSR4wXaH0?t=1h10m1s
https://youtu.be/yKOSR4wXaH0?t=1h15m9s
https://youtu.be/yKOSR4wXaH0?t=1h28m3s
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Mr. McClish thanked Councilmember Makowetski for keeping this item on the city goals. Mr. 
McClish stated he just came from the 3rd Community workshop for the Downtown Waterfront 
Strategic master plan where he is happy to report the facility is still in their plan located in the 
Triangle lot. In addition, Board member McClish recommended to add a new member to the Ad 
Hoc committee, Pandora Nash-Karner, who is in the audience tonight. 
 
Discussion by staff, Liaison and the Board.  
 
Mr. Reisner provided staff with edits for the RFQ document. 
 
Discussion by staff and the Board. 
 
MOTION: Mr. Luffee moved to accept the RFQ with the changes that have been made tonight 
and recommend to the City Council the RFQ be issued with the caveat that Mr. Reisner sends a 
letter to Councilmember Makowetski and the other City Council Members concurring the same 
motion. The Motion was seconded by Mr. McClish and carried unanimously. 
 
Mr. McClish introduced Pandora Nash-Karner as a very quality person to help out and join the 
Marine Services Ad-Hoc Committee to take Mr. Alward’s place. 
 
Ms. Nash-Karner spoke to her background and experience of having lived on the bay for 37 years 
with a boat in the bay for 17 years and the need of a boat yard in our community. 
 
MOTION: Mr. Luffee moved to appoint Pandora Nash-Karner to the Marine Services 
Facility/Boatyard Ad-Hoc Committee of the Harbor Advisory Board. The Motion was seconded by 
Mr. McClish and carried unanimously.  
 
D. DECLARATION OF FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
https://youtu.be/yKOSR4wXaH0?t=1h57m34s 
Mr. Reisner requested the HAB deliberate the topic of paid parking on the Embarcadero and 
adjacent harbor vicinity properties, with the goal of making a recommendation to City Council. In 
addition, he would like to suggest obtaining from the Harbor Department the status of revetment 
and marine foundation engineer assessments and reporting as is embedded in and required by 
the majority of the Harbor enterprise zone master leases. There was unanimous support for both 
items. 
 
Previously Declared: 

Goals and Objectives – Working Waterfront Designation 
 Measure D 
 Commercial Slip Qualification Relief for Crab Permit Holders 
 City Code Enforcement for Boats on Trailers on Private Property 
 Back Bay Water Use Public Forum 
 Coast Guard Building Location Plans 
 Inspecting Marine Sanitation Devices on All Vessels in Morro Bay Harbor 
 
E. ADJOURNMENT 
This meeting was adjourned at 8:00 PM. 
Submitted by, 
 
 
 
 
Lori Stilts, Harbor Business Coordinator 

https://youtu.be/yKOSR4wXaH0?t=1h57m34s


 

 
 Prepared By:     EE     Dept. Review:     EE     

 
   

 
 

 
 
 
Staff Report 

 
 
TO:    Harbor Advisory Board            DATE: February 24, 2017       
 
FROM: Eric Endersby, Harbor Director 
 
SUBJECT: Harbor Department Status Report 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION                                                                                                    
Receive and file. 
 
BACKGROUND 
Recent Department Activity:  
Harbor Patrol statistics for the month of February 2017 were 5 emergency responses and 101 
calls for service, 27 assists of other agencies, 23 enforcement contacts, and 18 weather 
hazards.  
 
On February 9th, Harbor Patrol Officers responded to a report of 4 double kayaks unable to 
return back to Kayak Horizons due to the extremely strong out going tidal flow.  6 young school 
age kids and 2 adults were returned safely to shore. 
 
On February 17th, during one of the most forceful rain and windy days this month with gusts 
reaching 79 knots, Harbor Patrol spotted a sailing vessel adrift headed north down the bay 
north of the anchorage area. The vessel was taken safely in tow and returned to its Marina 
Square mooring unharmed before colliding with anything. 
 
Harbor Dredging: 
Work continues on the 280,000 cubic yard project. Army Corps contractor Ahtna has 
commenced 24-hour operations in the Morro Channel, starting with the shoal off Tidelands.  
Ahtna and the Morro Bay Harbor Department knocked on doors and talked to local business 
fronting the bay about the 24-hour operations.  With the expected cold, windy and wet weather 
we are hopeful that most homes will have windows closed and the noise will not be an impact.  
Ahtna will keep in contact with the Harbor Department to manage noise issues. 
 

 

 
AGENDA NO:  B-1 
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As of 2/19/17, Ahtna has moved the dredge into the Morro Channel.  They are working from 
the south to the north, and have the pipe crossing the Navy Channel near channel marker #8 
and running along the moored boats on the west side of the channels.  There is another 
crossing behind the dredge. All crossings have buoy markers and we are constantly 
monitoring the lights as they need daily observation and maintenance.  Additional buoy lights 
have been delivered to the site to help manage this situation.  Except for where it rises to the 
dredge and again where the pipe leaves the water at Coleman, the discharge pipe is intended 
to be continually submerged. 
 
Ahtna has been affected by the recent weather and had minimal activities on Saturday, 
2/18/17, mostly due to wind.  The rain has had little effect on the daily operations on this 
project.  Ahtna is currently fusing additional pipe to reach the far south side on the Morro 
Channel, and they are still planning on removing the pipeline from the Beach area on February 
27th and 28th, where they will move the discharge to the Nearshore Disposal off the sandspit.  
Starting March, they will be back to the Navy Channel and Sand Trap areas, swell permitting. 
 
In early May, the dredge ship Yaquina will be back for approximately 30 days of dredging the 
harbor entrance. 
 
Recent City Council Activity: 
At their regular February 14th meeting, the Council approved the release of a Request for 
Qualifications (RFQ) document as recommended by the Harbor Advisory Board (HAB) for the 
Marine Services Facility/Boatyard.  The RFQ process will assist with the development of a 
“short list” of parties or entities potentially interested and qualified to design, build and operate, 
or to assist the City in designing, building and operating a full-service marine services 
facility/boatyard in Morro Bay in the “Triangle Parking Lot” area of the former power plant.  
 
Also on February 14th, the Council considered approval of a Conditional Use Permit & Parking 
Exception for Gray’s Inn, at 561 Embarcadero, for a modest redevelopment of the site, 
including a public harborwalk and vertical access improvements, building façade 
improvements, and sidewalk repair.  With parking and signage issues still under discussion, 
the Council deferred action. Mayor Irons moved to continue this item to a date uncertain, with 
a new resolution that does not include the parking exception (conforms to the requirement for 
3 – 9’ spaces), and including a sign exception to allow the existing sign to be mounted as a 
projection sign, for Council review.  Motion was seconded by Councilmember McPherson and 

carried 5-0. 
 
On February 28th, the Council is considering approval of Amendment #1 to the current lease 
for Lease Site 53-56/53W-56W (Estero Landing), providing ten additional years of lease term 
for substantial tenant improvement investment completed on the site’s dock, gangway and 
wharf.  
 
Also on February 28th, the Council is slated to consider materials for the annual CMANC 
“Washington Week” meetings in D.C.  
 
Finally, on the 28th, the Council is considering approval of extensions of the performance 
compliance dates by one year each on the Central Coast Aquarium’s (CCA) current Consent 
of Landowner (COL) agreement to facilitate CCA’s continued pursuance of funding and intent 
to redevelop lease site 69-70/69W-70W, the Morro Bay Aquarium. 
 
 
 



Beach Lifeguards: 
The City is now taking applications for beach lifeguards for the 2017 summer season. 
Applications may be obtained online at www.morrobayca.gov or at the City of Morro Bay City 
Hall at 595 Harbor Street. Applications are due to City Hall by Thursday March 16, 2017 by 
5:00 pm. 
 
Past Events: 
Women for Fisheries Enchilada Sale 2/4 
Big Bad & Ugly Surf Invitational 2/18 & 2/19 – Canceled due to weather 
 
Upcoming Events:   
Maritime Institute Captain’s License Course 3/6-3/17 
Rescue Watercraft Conference 3/13-3/14 
 
Status of Pending HAB Recommendations: 
 

HAB Recommendation Date Status 
Staff draft letter to Council 
encouraging the City to pursue 
negotiating with State Parks the City 
assume both marina and café 
concessions. 

5/7/15 Staff’s last contact with Parks indicated no Parks interest 
in giving up the café concession.  Since that time, all of 
Parks’ key personnel on the SPM have either retired or 
positions turned over.  Staff’s current thinking is we’re at 
a “start-over” point with Parks to begin talks anew, and are 
acting accordingly before taking anything back to the 
Council. 

Staff provide Council with modified 
sections of MBMC 15.24 (harbor 
sanitation) and develop 
environmental BMP’s. 

7/22/15 Staff have incorporated this BMP effort into the ongoing 
Rules & Regs/MBMC updating project.  Tentatively slated 
for the April, 2017 HAB meeting. 

Council direct staff to engage 
consultancy relative to obtaining 
regulatory approval for cost-effective 
ocean disposal of SPM dredge 
material, and/or determine the 
practical and economic feasibility of 
using same as landfill. 

1/7/16 Staff did engage consultancy and the Corps to investigate 
regulatory permit approval of SPM material disposal in the 
Nearshore Disposal area.  With consultant cost estimate 
to attempt this approval of $178,000, and no guarantee of 
success, staff ceased pursuing.  In discussions with the 
EPA, permitting success seemed not likely. City also 
seeking (along with CMANC) regulatory relief of the “80-
20” dredge material disposal rule, which could change the 
playing field. 

City Council to approve issuance of 
the final draft Marine Services 
Facility/Boatyard Request for 
Qualifications document. 

2/2/17 2/14/17 Council approved the release of a Request for 
Qualifications (RFQ) document as-proposed. 

 

http://www.morrobayca.gov/


 
 

 
Staff Report 

 
 

TO:   Harbor Advisory Board            DATE: February 22, 2017       

 

FROM: Eric Endersby, Harbor Director 

 

SUBJECT: Update from the Marine Services Facility/Boatyard Ad-Hoc Committee on  

  Committee’s Recent Activities 

 
 

RECOMMENDATION                                                                                                    
Receive and file.  

 

DISCUSSION 
The Marine Services Facility/Boatyard Ad-Hoc Committee will be presenting an oral update on 
their activities, if any.  This is a standing committee report agenda item. 
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Staff Report 

 
 

TO:   Harbor Advisory Board            DATE: February 22, 2017       

 

FROM: Eric Endersby, Harbor Director 

 

SUBJECT: Update from the Finance & Budget Ad-Hoc Committee on  

  Committee’s Recent Activities 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION                                                                                                    
Receive and file. 

 

DISCUSSION 
The Finance & Budget Ad-Hoc Committee will be presenting an oral update on their activities, if 
any.  This is a standing committee report agenda item. 
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MEETING DATE: March 2, 2017 

 
 Prepared By:     EE     Dept. Review:     EE     

 
   



 
 

 
Staff Report 

 

 
TO:   Harbor Advisory Board            DATE: February 25, 2017       

 

FROM: Eric Endersby, Harbor Director 

 

SUBJECT: Update from the Eelgrass Ad-Hoc Committee on Committee’s 

Recent Activities 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION                                                                                                    
Receive and file. 

 

DISCUSSION 
The Eelgrass Ad-Hoc Committee will be presenting an oral update on their activities, and 
including discussion of the information included as Attachment #1 regarding eelgrass and Morro 
Bay Landing.   
 
This is a standing committee report agenda item. 
 

ATTACHMENT 
1. Memo and reporting on eelgrass situation at Morro Bay Landing. 
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Staff Report 

 

 
TO:   Harbor Advisory Board            DATE: February 22, 2017       

 

FROM: Eric Endersby, Harbor Director 

 

SUBJECT: Update from the Marine Sanctuary Ad-Hoc Committee on Committee’s  

  Recent Activities 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION                                                                                                    
Receive and file. 

 

DISCUSSION 
The Marine Sanctuary Ad-Hoc Committee will be presenting an oral update on their activities, 
and including a written report included as Attachment #1 to this report.   
 
This is a standing committee report agenda item. 
 

ATTACHMENT 
1. February 22, 2017 Marine Sanctuary Ad-Hoc Committee Report. 
 

 
AGENDA NO:  C-4 
 
MEETING DATE: March 2, 2017 

 
 Prepared By:     EE     Dept. Review:     EE     
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Morro Bay Harbor Advisory Board 

Marine Sanctuary Ad Hoc Committee Report 

February 22, 2017 

During local dialog regarding a proposed Marine Sanctuary off the coast of Morro 
Bay, various parties have asserted that a Marine Sanctuary is necessary to protect 
our section of the California coast from the threat of oil and gas development, and 
offshore drilling.  A December 2016 article from E&E News, which is attached to 
this report, appears to make clear that at present there are very substantial protections 
against the proliferation of offshore drilling along the California coast - protections 
that appear to obviate the need of establishing a local Marine Sanctuary for that 
particular purpose.   

Also, as it relates to the protection of the coastal environment in general, as well as 
to protections for marine life, the fisheries, and antiquities resources and features 
within that environment - research by the Harbor Advisory Board's Marine 
Sanctuary Ad Hoc Committee has identified and reported a number of existing 
Federal, State, and local protections (see attached list).  Several of these existing 
protections apply to the prospect of coastal mineral development as well. 

On February 7, the San Luis Obispo County Board of Supervisors voted to approve 
a Resolution opposing creation of the proposed Chumash Heritage National Marine 
Sanctuary, off our portion of the California Central Coast.   The Resolution stated in 
part that “several stakeholders expressed opposition to [the sanctuary’s] creation”, 
and stated that the Board of Supervisors opposes the Sanctuary “in part due to 
concerns about the loss of local control.”  
 
Before the vote, Supervisor Compton added an amendment to the Resolution 
reaffirming the Board’s commitment to Measure A, which was approved by voters 
in 1986. That Measure requires a public vote before the County can approve a permit 
for development of onshore facilities to support offshore oil and gas development. 
 
The Board of Supervisor’s Resolution notes that multiple layers of Federal, State 
and local laws already serve to protect California’s coast without the need for a 
federal marine sanctuary designation [refer to attached list and article].   
 
Rather than supporting the proposed National Marine Sanctuary, Supervisor 
Compton encouraged people to support a bill introduced in Congress last week by 
Rep. Salud Carbajal, a Central Coast Democrat, which would permanently ban any 
new offshore oil leases along our coast. 
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Existing Federal, State and Local Protections 

for 

The Effective and Efficient Conservation, Protection & Management 

of 

The Ocean Marine Environment Between Cambria and Santa Barbara  

(Two Pages) 
 

Federal 

 

 The Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act, 43 U.S.C. § 1331 et seq.  
 The Deep Seabed Hard Mineral Resources Act, 30 U.S.C. § 1401 et seq. 
 Obama administration ban on California offshore drilling until 2022 

 The Ocean Thermal Energy Conversion Act, 42 U.S.C. § 9101 et seq. 
 The Rivers and Harbors Appropriations Act of 1899, 33 U.S.C. §§ 401, 403 

 The Federal Water Pollution Control Act (i.e. the Clean Water Act) 
 The Ocean Dumping Act, 33 U.S.C., §§ 1401-1402 

 The Oil Pollution Control Act 
 The Act to Prevent Pollution from Ships 

 The National Invasive Species Act 
 The Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability 

Act, 42 U.S.C. § 9610  
 The Resource Conservation and Recovery Act, 42 U.S.C. §§ 6901-6992 

 The Clean Air Act 
 The Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act and Implementing Regulations, 16 

U.S.C. §§ 661 – 666c 

 The Marine Mammal Protection Act 
 The Migratory Bird Treaty Act 
 The Endangered Species Act 
 The National Environmental Quality Act 
 The Coastal Zone Management Act 
 The Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act 
 The Sustainable Fisheries Act, P.L. 104-297 

 The Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act of 1990, 25 
U.S.C. §§ 3001- 3013 

 The National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, 16 U.S.C. §§ 470-470x-6 

 The Archaeological Resources Protection Act of 1979, 16 U.S.C. §§ 470aa – 
470mm 

 The Abandoned Shipwrecks Act of 1987, 43 U.S.C. §§ 2101-2106 
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 The Antiquities Act of 1906, 16 U.S.C. §§ 431-433 

 
State  (Note: The State of California controls mineral resources in the coastal zone 

three miles out into the ocean) 
 

 The Submerged Lands Act (43 U.S.C. § 1301 et seq.) 
 The California Coastal Sanctuary Act (which since 1994 bans any new 

leasing of State offshore mineral tracts; i.e. oil and gas) 
 The California Endangered Species Act, California Fish and Game Code §§ 

2050-2111.5 
 The California Coastal Act, California Public Resources Code § 30000  
 The Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act, California Water Code 
 The State Water Resources Control Board 
 California Assembly Bills 2093 and 2672 
 The Marine Life Management Act, AB 1241 
 The California Fish and Game Code §§ 1600-1607 
 The Marine Life Protection Act 
 The Ballast Water Management for Control of Nonindigenous Species 

section of the California Public Resources Code (Cal. Pub. Res. Code §§ 
71203-71210.5) 

 The California Marine Invasive Species Act, 
 The California Environmental Quality Act 

 
Local 

 

 Regional Water Quality Control Board 
 San Luis Obispo County 
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“Trump seeks more oil drilling; in Calif., that's not so easy” 
Anne C. Mulkern, E&E NEWS reporter 
Published: Wednesday, December 7, 2016, E&E NEWS 
 
President-elect Donald Trump pledged to increase oil and gas drilling and "unleash an 
energy revolution." If he wants to do it in California, he'll hit obstacles that could take 
years to surmount, experts said. 
 
Drilling both offshore and on federal land requires crafting a detailed plan and surviving 
environmental reviews. And in the Golden State, there's a major political hurdle. 
California has fought fiercely against attempts to increase offshore drilling, with 
Democrats and Republican lawmakers uniting on the issue. 
 
"California is a daunting place," said Mark Delaplaine, the California Coastal 
Commission's manager of the energy ocean coastal resources unit. "We've had more 
than one administration salivate over the idea of drilling off all of California, and it hasn't 
happened. You have to look at history and say, 'This is going to be difficult.'" 
 
Efforts to open up new drilling on federal lands in the Golden State in recent years also 
have failed. Courts twice have stopped Obama administration attempts to open public 
lands to fracking, said Kassie Siegel, Climate Law Institute director at the Center for 
Biological Diversity. 
 
"The Trump administration will have the same legal problems that the Obama 
administration did," Siegel added. 
 
Just yesterday, a federal judge halted litigation tied to plans for new oil and gas 
development in Los Padres National Forest, east of Santa Barbara. The Forest Service 
last month announced it would indefinitelystop new leasing at the site. The Center for 
Biological Diversity, Los Padres ForestWatch and Defenders of Wildlife sued in 2007 
and had threatened to sue again to block new leases (see related story). 
 
The Trump transition team did not respond to requests for comment on his plans and 
whether he would include California in the push for expanded oil drilling. On his 
transition website, Trump says that he will "open onshore and offshore leasing on 
federal lands, eliminate moratorium on coal leasing, and open shale energy deposits." 
 
It's not clear how much oil companies would want to pursue drilling in California and 
push the Trump administration to allow new leasing. Oil companies typically want the 
security of knowing they will be able to proceed without numerous obstacles. In 
California, that's not the case, several said. Additionally, the low price of oil has 
depressed interest, said Athan Manuel, director of the lands protection program at the 
Sierra Club. 
 
"This industry is in flux," Manuel said. "Just because the Trump administration wants to 
do it, economically we're not sure companies are champing at the bit to have new areas 
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leased to them." 
 
Rock Zierman, CEO of the California Independent Petroleum Association, or CIPA, said 
in an email that "we have major production currently on [Bureau of Land Management] 
onshore land and that can certainly increase." He said companies would be interested if 
leases became available. 
 
In the case of offshore drilling, Trump would need to deal with a recent Obama 
administration legacy. Obama's Interior Department just issued its final five-year plan for 
leasing from 2017 through 2022. After a 60-day congressional review period, the 
agency's director likely will formally adopt it. That would make it law a few days before 
Trump is inaugurated. 
 
Trump could decide he's going to throw it out and pursue more drilling in the Atlantic 
Ocean, off California and off Alaska. But he would need to launch and go through a 
formal review, and that process takes several years. His administration would need to 
complete environmental studies to support going in a different direction from the Obama 
plan, said a person familiar with federal drilling, who asked not to be identified to speak 
freely. 
 
Obama's draft leasing plan did contemplate additional drilling off Alaska and in the 
Atlantic Ocean. That means there would be relatively less work involved in expanding 
drilling in those locations. But the Obama plan didn't do that for California, so extensive 
studies and new findings would be required to include the Golden State in a new five-
year leasing program, he said. 
 
"California, though, would be a big hill to climb," he said. "It has not been a part of 
leasing programs for many years." 
 
California Coastal Commission likely to oppose: 
 
Any new Trump administration offshore leasing plan would be subject to review by the 
California Coastal Commission, which oversees activities affecting 1,100 miles of coast. 
The Trump administration would need to tell the commission its federal leasing plan was 
consistent with the California Coastal Act, a tough protection law. The commission could 
say yes or no, or negotiate changes, and ultimately could go to court to stop the plan 
from proceeding, said Delaplaine with the commission. 
 
"We have not had a difficult time justifying that leasing offshore California has been for 
the most part inconsistent with our coastal protection laws," Delaplaine said. "It's not a 
difficult case to make. That's a hurdle that they would have to face." 
 
Some drilling is allowed offshore in the Santa Barbara Channel. There are 23 platforms 
in federal waters in that region. But the agency likely would disagree with a new plan 
seeking additional offshore drilling, he said. 
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"The risks to coastal resources are just limitless, the risk of oil spills, the risk of air 
quality impacts," Delaplaine said. "There's a whole litany of effects on California that 
drilling in a new area brings into play." 
 
Even when the political makeup of the commission has changed over the years, its 
position in the issue has stayed consistent, he added.  "They've been generally united 
about concerns about offshore oil drilling," Delaplaine said. "These are almost always 
unanimous votes." 
 
Trump is unlikely to get help from Congress, either. For decades, both Democratic and 
Republican lawmakers from the state have opposed offshore drilling, supporting 
residents who don't want oil derricks obstructing coastal views. Sen. Pete Wilson (R-
Calif.) in the 1980s led a fight against it during the George H.W. Bush administration. 
Several said that bipartisan approach is unlikely to change now, even with a 
Republican- controlled White House and Congress. 
 
"It's been known as kind of a third rail of politics," allowing new oil drilling off California, 
said Ann Notthoff, California advocacy director for the Natural Resources Defense 
Council. "The coastal economy of California is critical. It's very valuable. The costs of 
threatening that with oil drilling has long been thought to not be worth it." 
 
Zierman with CIPA said that in terms of offshore drilling, "new platforms are very 
unlikely." But oil companies can drill directionally from one of the existing platforms to an 
adjacent lease. That's a way of getting a new lease and tapping new resources without 
installing a new platform, he said. 
 
Federal lands in Calif. also have challenges: 
 
On federal lands in California, allowing more drilling theoretically would be easier than 
offshore, but that hasn't worked out as desired for the Obama administration. 
 
After Trump's inauguration, his Interior Department could launch the effort to hold new 
lease sales. But that process probably would take two years, said Manuel with the 
Sierra Club. 
 
Manuel said he was skeptical the Trump administration would seek additional drilling in 
California, instead of Wyoming or Colorado.  Seeking drilling in California, Oregon or 
Washington, "you would open up a hornet's nest of opposition," Manuel said. 
 
Environmental groups have stopped recent efforts to increase drilling on federal land, 
Siegel with the Center for Biological Diversity said. Those challenges under the National 
Environmental Policy Act, or NEPA, said there had been insufficient environmental 
review, she said. 
 
CBD and the Sierra Club in 2013 won a challenge against a lease sale by Obama's 
Bureau of Land Management along the state's central coast. This year, CBD and Los 
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Padres ForestWatch prevailed in a case against BLM's resource management plan for 
the Bakersfield region. Both times, the court found that BLM had failed to sufficiently 
analyze the risks of fracking. 
 
"There has been no leasing since 2013 because of these legal victories," Siegel said. 
  



 
 

 
Staff Report 

 

 
TO:   Harbor Advisory Board            DATE: February 22, 2017       

 

FROM: Eric Endersby, Harbor Director 

 

SUBJECT: Update from the Working Waterfront Ad-Hoc Committee on Committee’s  

  Recent Activities 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION                                                                                                    
Receive and file report.  Consider whether clarification of Measure D’s apparent ambiguities 
should be tied to the City’s update of the General Plan and Local Coastal Plan, and make 
recommendations accordingly. 

 

BACKGROUND 
The Working Waterfront Ad-Hoc Committee will be presenting an oral update on their activities, 
if any, and including possible discussion of whether Measure D’s apparent ambiguities should 
be tied or included in the City’s current efforts to update its General Plan and Local Coastal 
Plan?   
 
This is a standing committee report agenda item. 
 

 

 

 
AGENDA NO:  C-5 
 
MEETING DATE: March 2, 2017 

 
 Prepared By:     EE     Dept. Review:     EE     

 
   



 
 

 
Staff Report 

 
 

TO:   Harbor Advisory Board            DATE: February 22, 2017       

 

FROM: Eric Endersby, Harbor Director 

 

SUBJECT: Status of City-Required Revetment Inspections on Various City Waterfront 

Lease Sites 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION                                                                                                    
Receive and file. 

 

BACKGROUND 
Most of the City’s waterfront leases include a section requiring the lessees to periodically inspect 
their revetment and other water improvements for condition and needed repairs and 
maintenance, and to plan for said repair and maintenance.  There is no certain provision, 
however, on how often these inspections must be conducted, rather, the language stipulates it 
shall be done at “reasonable intervals.” 
 
Last fall, after having found no evidence of “reasonably” recent such inspections in department 
files, and in light of the recent failure of the seawall at the Boatyard complex, the City required all 
lessees with the requirement in their leases to conduct the inspections. 
 

DISCUSSION 
An oral report will be provided by staff on the status of the inspections.  No action is being 
requested of the HAB. 

 
AGENDA NO:  C-6 
 
MEETING DATE: March 2, 2017 

 
 Prepared By:     EE     Dept. Review:     EE     

 
   



 
 

 
Staff Report 

 
 

TO:   Harbor Advisory Board            DATE: February 22, 2017       

 

FROM: Eric Endersby, Harbor Director 

 

SUBJECT: Review and Amendment of Existing Future Agenda Items List 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION                                                                                                    
Staff recommend the Harbor Advisory Board (HAB) review the existing “future agenda” items 
pending list, and amend as outlined. 

 

BACKGROUND 
There are several “future agenda” items pending on the HAB’s list. Recently, the HAB Chair and 
staff reviewed the list and are making recommendations as discussed below. 
 

DISCUSSION 
The following items are currently on the future agenda list, with a recommendation for each. 
 
1. Goals and Objectives – Working Waterfront Designation. 

Recommendation: this item to remain on the list as it is being actively pursued by an Ad-
Hoc committee, and is part of the current HAB goals and objectives work plan. 

 
2. Measure D 

Recommendation: this item to remain on the list, and consideration of folding input on 
Measure D into the GP/LCP updates under consideration in agenda item C-5 of this 
meeting. 

 
3. Commercial Slip Qualification Relief for Crab Permit Holders 

Recommendation: this item be dropped from the future agenda item list as a 
recommendation to Council was made, and the conditions that led to the crab “crisis” are 
no longer an issue. 

 
4. City Code Enforcement for Boats on Trailers on Private Property 

Recommendation: this item be dropped as it is no longer being pursued by the City at 
this time. 

 
5. Back Bay Water Use Forum 

Recommendation: this item to remain on the list, with possible agendizing for April or 

 
AGENDA NO:  C-7 
 
MEETING DATE: March 2, 2017 

 
 Prepared By:     EE     Dept. Review:     EE     
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May, 2017 as an informational item. 
 
6. Coast Guard Building Location Plans 

Recommendation: this item be dropped and simply added to the department monthly 
status report agenda item. 

 
7. Inspecting Marine Sanitation Devices on all Vessels in Morro Bay Harbor 

Recommendation: this item be dropped until such a time that evidence is presented 
there is an actual environmental problem that exists and that could be solved by such 
inspections. 

 
8. Deliberation on Paid Parking on the Embarcadero and Adjacent Vicinities 

 Recommendation: this item to remain on the list. 
 

CONCLUSION 
The HAB is reminded their primary focus needs to remain on the adopted City Council-approved 
work plan items, and other items will only be addressed as time, manpower and/or the need 
arises. 


