
AGENDA CORRESPONDENCE 
 RECEIVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL FOR  

PUBLIC REVIEW PRIOR TO THE MEETING 

AGENDA NO:      PC

MEETING DATE:  March 28, 2023



1

Heather Goodwin

From: Haley Goodman <hgoodman@dimension-energy.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 22, 2023 1:55 PM
To: Council
Cc: cityclerk@morrobay.gov
Subject: RE: Invitation to Support California's Community Solar Program
Attachments: CCSA Explanation of NVBT.pdf; Community Solar Municipal Support Letter.docx; California 

Community Solar (Dimension Energy).pdf; California Community Solar_March 2023.pptx

CAUTION: This is an external email. Please take care when clicking links or opening attachments.  

Hello City Council of Morro Bay,  
 
I hope you are all faring well amidst the storms that California has been inundated with recently.  
 
I am following up on my email below because I planned to present this information to you all last Tuesday during the 
Council meeting, however it was canceled due to the storm. I now plan to speak to you all about Community Solar 
during the public comment period for this coming Tuesday’s Council meeting.  
 
My goal is to introduce the Community Solar + Storage program to the city and it’s benefits to Morro Bay residents. I am 
currently gathering signatures from Mayors that support the program to ensure the program is implemented by the 
CPUC efficiently so that residents can start seeing utility bill savings and the program can capture federal funding 
allocated for 2023 and 2024. The open letter of support currently has support from the Mayor of Benicia and will be 
submitted on March 31st.  
 
Thank you all for your time in reading this email and I look forward to speaking to you all on Tuesday! Please feel free to 
follow up with me by phone or email with any questions before then.  
 
Be well, 
 
Haley Goodman 
Associate, Business Development 
hgoodman@dimension-energy.com | Mobile: 914-233-6000 
www.dimension-energy.com 

 

From: Haley Goodman  
Sent: Wednesday, March 8, 2023 2:38 PM 
To: council@morrobayca.gov 
Cc: cityclerk@morrobay.gov 
Subject: Invitation to Support California's Community Solar Program 
 
Dean City Council of Morro Bay,  
 
I hope this email finds you all well, and pleasure to e-meet you all. My name is Haley Goodman and I work with the 
Business Development team at Dimension Renewable Energy, a nation-wide developer of community solar projects. 
Dimension focuses specifically on developing projects to expand the accessibility of solar benefits to historically 
underserved and underrepresented communities in the clean energy transition.  
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I was advised to reach out to you by Dana Swanson. I’d like to invite your municipality to join us in supporting a new 
community solar program recently passed in California that’s designed to bring energy savings to communities 
throughout the state. The program, currently awaiting implementation by the California Public Utilities Commission, 
would greatly expand energy equity throughout the state by bringing the benefits of solar to disadvantaged 
communities that have historically been excluded from them. Please see attached materials and this article from the 
Energy news Network for more details. 
  
The program's benefits include: 
  

 Accessibility: every project will reserve a minimum of 51% capacity to serve low- to moderate-income 
households. Any resident can subscribe to the other half of each project.  

 Affordability: guaranteed discounts on utility bills. 
 Job creation: about 20-30 high-paying union jobs per project. 
 Strong consumer protections: no credit checks, no sign-up/termination payments, and no long-term contracts. 

 
The program’s supporters include:  

 The Ratepayer Advocate for California (TURN) 

 Organized Labor (such as CA Coalition of Utility Employees) 

 Environmental Justice Groups (such as CA Environmental Justice Alliance and NRDC) 
  
I am currently gathering signatures for an open letter of support from Mayors throughout California to ensure that the 
CPUC implements the program equitably and efficiently. The letter of support is attached for reference. We plan to 
submit the letter of support on March 31st.  
  
I plan to present some information on Community Solar during the public comment portion of your Council meeting on 
3/14. I look forward to sharing information with you and look forward to answering any questions you might have.  
  
Respectfully, 
 
Haley Goodman 
Associate, Business Development 
hgoodman@dimension-energy.com | Mobile: 914-233-6000 
www.dimension-energy.com 

 



To: 
 
Commissioner Alice Reynolds 
President, California Public U�li�es Commission 
 

RE: Support for a Timely Community Solar Program 

 

Dear Commissioner Reynolds, 

California needs a community solar + storage program that provides homeowners, renters, and 
businesses access to the economic and environmental benefits of solar energy while suppor�ng a 
stronger and more reliable electric grid. 
 
Our ci�zens need reliable energy to work and live, and many need help to make ends meet.  As California 
modernizes its grid and prepares for fire, flood, heat, and cold, we need solu�ons that harness the 
power of the market to bring clean energy investments to the grid and benefits directly to people.  
 
The Coali�on for Community Solar Access has proposed a program that provides: 

• Access for all Californians, 
• Lower energy costs,  
• Improved electric grid reliability, 
• High-paying jobs, and 
• Strong consumer protections. 

 

The �me is now to bring this program forward and leverage the federal benefits available to 
communi�es that adopt community solar + storage programs.  We, the undersigned, urge you and your 
fellow commissioners to move quickly and approve the community solar + storage program proposed by 
the Coali�on for Community Solar Access in proceeding A.22-05-022.     

Respec�ully submited, 

[signature blocks] 

 























Introduction

• Community Solar: How It Works

• Community Solar and Your Electric Bill

• Customer and Community Benefits

• Community Solar Timeline







Benefits for People

• Electric bill savings every month
• Access to solar without panels at home
• No long-term contract obligations or fees
• No personal credit requirements (no FICO 

scores) for low-income families
• Everything on one utility bill

Contributions to the Community

Customer & Community Benefits

• No city or county obligations
• Construction jobs for each project
• Workforce training opportunities
• Projects primarily serve low-income 

families



Community Solar In California: Timeline

Regulatory Implementation:
- Set bill credits and other program rules
- Consumer protections
- Low-income benefits
- Leverage and maximize Federal incentives

Regulatory Process at the CPUC

Fall

2023

Spring Summer

CPUC Decision Utility Tariffs in 
Place



From: Judy Setting
To: Ted Schiafone; Greg Carpenter; Cyndee Edwards; Laurel Barton; Carla Wixom; Zara Landrum; Jennifer Ford;

Scot Graham; Dana Swanson
Subject: An Examination into Offshore Wind Farm Industrialization
Date: Monday, March 20, 2023 4:12:56 PM

CAUTION: This is an external email. Please take care when clicking links or opening
attachments.

Dear Council & City Staff,

On March 16th, Congressman Jeff Van Drew held a hearing to listen to experts
regarding the impacts Offshore Wind Farm Industrialization is having on our society.
It is so interesting and a bit frightening. You can watch it on YouTube... 'An
Examination Into the Offshore Wind Farm Industrialization'. Start at about 35
minutes. I believe we are about a year or so behind the East Coast...you will hear
many similarities.

This campaign to fast-forward Offshore Wind Farms seems to be a massive ponzi
scheme....designed to capitalize on massive government funding before the science,
and  decimated tourism and environment reveal the dangers.

Dana, will you please submit this correspondence, including the link, with public
comment at our 3/28/23 City Council meeting?

Thank you for protecting our rare coastal environment and tourism industry.

Judy Lynn Setting
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From: Jeffrey Heller
To: Council
Subject: Agenda Correspondence-Reg. CC Mtg 3/28/23-item A-6
Date: Sunday, March 26, 2023 2:41:49 PM

CAUTION: This is an external email. Please take care when clicking links or opening
attachments.

This item references an updated COI policy---which is always a good idea.

Please also consider developing a COI policy for Morro Bay (public agency), as required by
California Public Contract Code, for instances when we choose to use the "design/build"
delivery method for capital projects.  

Our failure to have had this policy in place, prior to awarding consultant and/or construction
contracts for the WRF Program, resulted in millions of dollars of unnecessary cost overruns.  

Thank you
Jeff Heller
Former City Council Member
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Dana Swanson

From: betty winholtz <
Sent: Tuesday, March 28, 2023 5:21 AM
To: Carla Wixom; Laurel Barton; Jennifer Ford; Zara Landrum; Cyndee Edwards
Cc: Dana Swanson
Subject: agenda item a-6

CAUTION: This is an external email. Please take care when clicking links or opening attachments.  

Dear City Council: 
 
On page 52 of 135, a paragraph states that Consultants, as much as elected officials and 
certain full time employees, are legally subject to conflicts of interest.  
 
This brings to mind Mr. Heimel who receives pay from the City of Morro Bay and officials 
in Los Osos. §475 (b)(1) of Title 16, Division 5 of the California Code of Regulations 
states, "(b) Conflict of Interest: (1) If a licensee provides professional services for two or 
more clients on a  
project or related projects, the licensee shall disclose in writing to those clients and 
property owners or their authorized representatives his or her relationship to those 
clients." 
 
I assume the city manager did not make an exception for Mr. Heimel, and he was 
subject to conflict of interest paperwork. 
 
My question is: Is his paperwork, along with other consultants, as well as your own 
statements available for the asking from the City Clerk, or must it be requested through 
a Public Records Act? 
 
Sincerely, 
Betty Winholtz 
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From: Jeffrey Heller
To: Council
Subject: Agenda Correspondence-Reg. CC Mtg 3/28/23-Items A7 and A8
Date: Sunday, March 26, 2023 2:51:34 PM

CAUTION: This is an external email. Please take care when clicking links or opening
attachments.

Does the City have a written policy re: posting of generic proclamations on our agendas?  If
not, what is the process for getting proclamations included?  Each of the 12 months of the year
must have 10+ "causes" associated with them. Who/how are they chosen for our meetings? 
What is the purpose/benefit to our residents for having generic proclamations?  Some cities do
not allow proclamations on their agendas--as they are sometimes contentious and divisive.

I support proclamations that recognize the achievements of local businesses, non-profits, or
individuals who have gone above and beyond to improve our community.  Otherwise, generic
proclamations have no place on our agendas.

Thank you all for your service
Jeff Heller
Former Council Member
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Dana Swanson

From: betty winholtz 
Sent: Monday, March 27, 2023 12:19 AM
To: Carla Wixom; Laurel Barton; Jennifer Ford; Zara Landrum; Cyndee Edwards
Subject: agenda item a-9

CAUTION: This is an external email. Please take care when clicking links or opening attachments.  

Dear City Council: 
 
 
Is this paragraph saying that this project was going to happen eventually anyway, but now it is in 
need of imminent repair due to storms? Or is it saying that a different project was going to happen 
eventually, but now some of those funds are needed for immediate damage repair.  
 
 
 
1.) If the latter, why was the project over-budgeted, so there are extra funds available.  
 
2.) If the two projects that need immediate repair due to storm damage are estimated at $73,000, why 
is $80,000 being requested? 
 
 
This is the paragraph I find confusing: 
 
 
 
"The Boat Launch Ramp & Float Replacement Planning capital improvement project (CIP) project has 
several contracts that total $117,000 (including a 25% contingency). That CIP project has a budget of 
$210,000. That should provide approximately $80,000-$90,000 in budget saving. The intent of this 
project was to complete planning for replacement in order to seek construction funds either through 
grants or in future budget years. Repairs for the boat ramp fingers are estimated to be $52,000. A 
separate contract for the three finger docks is estimated to be $21,000. The two projects are 
estimated to cost a total of $73,000." 
 
Sincerely, 
Betty Winholtz 
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Dana Swanson

From: betty winholtz < >
Sent: Monday, March 27, 2023 12:28 AM
To: Carla Wixom; Laurel Barton; Jennifer Ford; Zara Landrum; Cyndee Edwards
Cc: Cindy Jacinth; Dana Swanson
Subject: resubmittal agenda b-1

CAUTION: This is an external email. Please take care when clicking links or opening attachments.  

Dear City Council: 
 
Every year the City receives Block Grant money whose intent is to "benefits low-income and very low-
income families or persons, project feasibility, cost effectiveness, and organization’s experience or 
knowledge regarding program requirements." 
 
The criteria for choosing projects includes "funding recommendations and funding priorities 
developed using community input. The program criteria includes consistency with federal 
regulations and laws, community support, seriousness of community development needs (page 
17 of 37) 
 
I would like to point out that projects for block grant monies have not included the bolded language 
above: community input, community support, community needs. What traditionally has occurred is 
that staff identifies the project(s) brings it to city council; there is minimal discussion, and then it is 
approved. 
 
I would like to suggest that during the next round of block grant money that the public be alerted 
ahead of time to their ability to make suggestions about how to spend the money and given the 
opportunity to share their ideas with staff (perhaps through the planning commission) before staff's 
recommendation goes to city council for approval.This would be closer to fulfilling the criteria for this 
money. 
 
Sincerely,  
Betty Winholtz 
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From: Stephen Peck
To: Council
Cc:
Subject: Comments on City Goals and Objectives
Date: Monday, March 27, 2023 8:36:30 AM
Attachments: Gaols and Policies Final 3-27-2023.pdf

CAUTION: This is an external email. Please take care when clicking links or opening
attachments.

Honorable Mayor and City Council,
 
Attached are my comments for Council consideration during its deliberations on community goals
and objectives.  Due to a potential work commitment, I may not be able to attend the meeting on
this matter.  Good luck!!
 
 
Stephen J, Peck, AICP

Morro Bay, CA  93442
 
 
 



March 27, 2023 

 

Morro Bay City Council 

c/o Morro Bay City Hall 

595 Harbor Street 

Morro Bay, CA  93442 

 

Re:  Comments on City Goals and Objectives for 2023-2025 

Honorable Councilmembers: 

Thank you for the opportunity to contribute to the discussion of the goals and objectives for the 

community over the next two years and beyond.  This Council has a special opportunity that other re-

cent past Councils have not (at least for a while), and that is to view the goals and objectives of the com-

munity without the burden or urgency of COVID 19, construction of the WRF, or the General Plan/Zoning 

Ordinance updates.  The process of re-structuring and re-staffing City departments is now substantially 

complete and City staffing is now 5.6 FTE above pre-COVID levels, with increases in Police, Fire and other 

departments.  With the above complete, this council has the opportunity to look beyond those matters 

and set a long term course for the community rather than concentrating on dodging debris in the water, 

or re-fueling the boat.   

I offer these comments from my perspective as the Vice Chair of the Citizens Finance Advisory 

Committee, and its existing and potential service roles to the City Council.  These comments are mine 

and mine alone, and are not intended to be considered as representing those of the CFAC or any of the 

other individual members.  That said, the comments have been informed and developed somewhat from 

listening to comments and concerns from my fellow committee members.  The following initial com-

ments are made to offer a little context as the City Council considers its Goals and Objectives for the next 

two years and beyond. 

The breadth of the CFAC’s responsibilities is unusual for a City. Most communities limit such 

committees to (often perfunctory) review of their special sales tax provisions as required by their respec-

tive ballot measures and State law.  Morro Bay has established a broader vision for this committee, and 

the CFAC is to “…provide citizen input to the City Council regarding specified financial policy issues such 

as City budgets, …to help promote citizen participation with, and understanding of, governmental fi-

nancial information and processes, to review the proposed City budget prior to or in coordination with 

its presentation, to make recommendations [on the budget] for City Council consideration, with partic-

ular emphasis on the budget for Measure Q and E funds, and to undertake special financial projects, as 

directed by the City Council, City Manager or City Treasurer.”  During my limited term with the CFAC the 

CFAC has reviewed Q and E expenditures, reviewed the city budget,  reviewed and recommended City 

Council’s compensation, reviewed the quarterly WRF report, reviewed and commented on the 

CAFR/ACFR and city budget, reviewed proposals for addressing the unfunded PERS and OPEB liabilities, 

and other matters.   

 



Morro Bay has established the CFAC to increase the community’s confidence in the City’s finan-

cial decisions, and to assist the City Council and City staff with “special financial projects”. Looking at the 

recent record, the CFAC has made a material difference in the City’s financial outcomes.  It has also 

served the purpose of assembling talented and learned citizens to sort through options and analysis that 

may be beyond current staff capacity, and/or that require public vetting and comment before they are 

ready for “prime time” at the City Council level.  The committee has tackled “tactical” issues such as the 

budget, WRF, PERS/OPEB, and other matters, but it has been underutilized, in my opinion, for projects 

that involved longer term financial planning, such as the Tidelands Trust/Harbor Department’s solvency 

and infrastructure financing, Capital Facilities Planning, and longer term financial planning.  These items 

will likely go un-addressed and unresolved if the current staffing resources are not augmented by CFAC 

involvement. 

The CFAC’s effectiveness has also been reduced because of the lack of any meaningful interac-

tion directly with the City Council and other advisory bodies.  Those doing the financing planning and 

analysis (CFAC) would greatly benefit from those looking at the community’s infrastructure (PWAB), 

those responsible for Harbor matters (HAB), and those responsible for the community’s General Plan im-

plementation (Planning Commission).  In the past, information and communications have been compart-

mented.  And, as an advisory board to the City Council, regular interaction with the City Council is desira-

ble and would increase the committee’s effectiveness. 

As the City Council considers Goals and Objectives for the next two years and beyond, it should 

not be timid about addressing longer term structural and financial planning issues.  Staffing will always 

be “constrained” in one way or another, and leveraging your committees and advisory boards to address 

important issues is essential.  As noted above, many significant projects are now complete.  We also 

need to think in terms of “how” we get important tasks done before they become emergencies.  Solving 

the “how” question will open up possibilities of “what” we should be doing.   The following are matters 

that should be considered for CFAC’s role in this: 

There should be a ten-year revenue and expense forecast.  It is becoming increasingly difficult to 

understand existing backlog of projects, carryover, and forward long term commitments of Q/E funds.  A 

longer term forecast would be more transparent regarding long term commitments, and anticipate 

downturns and changes in the business cycle that affects city revenues. It would also manage expecta-

tions about capacity for Q/E funding of major projects and operations, minimize potential for overspend-

ing, and allow reserves or revenues for bonded indebtedness.  It will also more accurately address the 

need for additional revenues, once the Capital Facilities Plan has been developed and prioritized.   

Q/E Specific Comments.  The City should continue to review revenue priorities and be faithful to 

the types of expenditures that were originally represented to the voters.  There have been concerns ex-

pressed at CFAC meetings  that general admin, and minor or miscellaneous expenditures are taking the 

place of tangible and visible Improvements that voters have said they support.  The City should also re-

view the GF Reserve policy and limit the use of Measure Q/E to directly fund that. 

 

 

 






