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AGENDA NO: C-1 
 
 
MEETING DATE: May 7, 2024 



Carole Truesdale  Mobile:  
   

Morro Bay, CA 93442-1313 
 
 

City of Morro Bay 

Attention: Kim Fowler, Interim Planning Manager 

955 Shasta Avenue 

Morro Bay, CA 93442 

Email: BESScomments@morrobayca.gov 

 

RE: Public comment to draft EIR for battery storage proposal 

Dear Ms. Fowler, 

I have been, and still am a resident of Morro Bay since 1995 and a homeowner. I am opposed to the 

BESS project by Vistra Energy for Morro Bay, CA. 

The EIR did not adequately address the thermal runaway battery fires as a potential impact and did 

not address the risk created from having the project site in a flood and tsunami zone.  

After doing some research, Lithium-ion batteries cause a significant number of fires each 

year1234. In the United States, it is estimated that about 9,000 residential fires are caused by 

batteries annually2. The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission reported an average of 

one battery fire every two days in 20203. Over a five-year period, there were more than 

25,000 issues involving fires or overheating related to lithium-ion batteries4.  

In fact, A Tesla Megapack lithium battery power unit caught fire at the massive Moss Landing 

energy storage facility in Moss Landing, California. The incident occurred on September 20, 

2022. As a result of the fire, nearby Highway 1 was shut down, and residents in the area were 

ordered to shelter in place.  

Fortunately, there were no reported injuries1. The Moss Landing facility, which consists of 256 

Tesla megapacks, serves as a large battery for the state grid and is PG&E’s largest storage facility, 

providing 182.5 megawatts of power1. Additionally, Moss Landing is home to another lithium-ion 

battery energy storage system run by Vistra Corp Energy Company using LG batteries2. In a 

separate incident, the Moss Landing energy storage facility was knocked offline due to overheating 

batteries in December 20203 

 

Lithium batteries release toxic fumes that can be harmful to humans and the environment123. The 

gas emitted is lethal and can cause various harmful effects when inhaled, such as coughing, 

difficulty breathing, sore throat, and shortness of breath1. In electric vehicles, Li-ion batteries 

release toxic gases during fire primarily from combustion of the electrolyte, which contains lithium 

hexafluorophosphate (LiPF6) and can also include other fluorine containing compounds which 

provide the potential for emission of HF during heating and combustion2. 

   





Carole Truesdale  Mobile:  
   

Morro Bay, CA 93442-1313 
 
Page -3- Ms. Fowler 

Mindful of our rich heritage, we take great pride in our community and work together towards a 

bright future. 

Nowhere in this vision do we want to attract any business opportunity that has the capability of 

destroying all we have worked so hard to preserve due to fires/toxicity to environment, humanity, 

and wildlife. 

In reading this EIR I found numerous issues not addressed properly… it is time that restoration 

verses mitigation be the important factor of any development. In my opinion, the BESS plant is not a 

coastal-dependent industry, it is unsafe for people and wildlife, and is contrary to the Coastal Act 

priorities. The project location is a tourist area and is the wrong location for battery storage. 

Thank you for your time in reading this document. 

Sincerely, 

Carole A. Truesdale 
Carole A. Truesdale 

Cc:  City of Morro Bay     Morro Bay Planning Commission 

Attn: Mayor and City Council    Attn: Chairman and Commissioners 

595 Harbor Street     955 Shasta Street 

Morro Bay, CA 93442     Morro Bay, CA 93442 

council@morrobayca.gov    planningcommission@morrobayca.gov 

California Coastal Commission 

Attn: Sarah MacGregor, Coastal Planner 

725 Front Street, Suite #300 

Santa Cruz, CA 95060 

sarah.macgregor@coastal.ca.gov 

 

 

 





Morrow Bay battery energy storage system

Tim Gilman >
Mon 5/6/2024 1:30 PM
To:​Planning Commission <planningcommission@morrobayca.gov>​

Some people who received this message don't often get email from . Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This is an external email. Please take care when clicking links or opening attachments.

Dear Planning Commission, 

Regarding the 600 MW battery energy storage system (BESS) slated for Morrow Bay and that is being opposed by numerous
residents because of fears about fire and toxicity, I wanted to bring attention to the fact that there are BESSs that do not have
thermal runaway or toxicity risks. I understand that the city has released a draft environmental impact report, which will be reviewed
by the Commission tomorrow on May 7.

Eos Energy batteries, for example, are completely non-flammable and non-toxic, using abundantly sources material like zinc. It has
a much longer life than lithium-ion, and unlike lithium-ion, will not require an expensive decommissioning bond to deal with any toxic
material at end of life.  It can provide the same performance as a typical 4-hour duration lithium-ion system, but is flexible enough to
provide energy for longer duration applications up to 15 hours, which will become more important in the future with deeper
penetration of renewables in the grid. Eos Energy has been extensively vetted by both the California Energy Commission and the
Department of Energy. Mike Gravely (Mike.Gravely@energy.ca.gov) at the CEC and Jigar Shah ( jigarshahdc@gmail.com and
jigar.shah@energy.gov) at the DOE both have very high opinions of Eos Energy and can speak to you about its merits.  They have
both funded Eos significantly over the years to achieve technology readiness and scalability. 

I am not affiliated with Eos but have studied various BESS options extensively and am just giving this as one example as an
excellent alternative to lithium-ion. I personally believe Eos is far ahead of the pack in terms of a viable alternative to lithium-ion, but
there are some other up and comers like ESS Energy and EnerVenue that have promise once they become more technically vetted
and achieve a credible path to scaling to meet the needs of projects like this size.

The Inflation Reduction Act has generous subsidies for batteries like this, up to 50% of Capex for applications on retired coal sites
and using batteries with domestically sourced materials like Eos.

I understand the people's hesitation in accepting a massive lithium-ion system into the community because of potential risks. But I
think it is important to you all and the residents know that there are safe alternatives. The choice should not be between having a
risky BESS vs not having one at all. But rather a safe vs. non-safe BESS.

Thank you for reading. I hope this helps, and that with some awareness that safer technical options exist, you can incorporate some
of this type of thinking into your questioning.

Regards,
Tim Gilman






