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City of Morro Bay 

City Council Agenda 
________________________________________________________________________ 

Mission Statement 
The City of Morro Bay is dedicated to the preservation and enhancement of the quality of life.  
The City shall be committed to this purpose and will provide a level of municipal service and 

safety consistent with and responsive to the needs of the public. 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
REGULAR MEETING  

TUESDAY, MAY 12, 2015 
VETERANS MEMORIAL HALL - 6:00 P.M. 

209 SURF ST., MORRO BAY, CA 
 

ESTABLISH QUORUM AND CALL TO ORDER 
MOMENT OF SILENCE 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
CLOSED SESSION REPORT 
MAYOR & COUNCILMEMBERS’ REPORTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS & PRESENTATIONS 
 
PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS –  10 Year Budget Forecast Presentation 
 LEAP Update 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT - Members of the audience wishing to address the Council on City 
business matters not on the agenda may do so at this time.  For those desiring to speak on items 
on the agenda, but unable to stay for the item, may also address the Council at this time. 
 
To increase the effectiveness of the Public Comment Period, the following rules shall be 
followed: 

 When recognized by the Mayor, please come forward to the podium and state your 
name and address for the record. Comments are to be limited to three minutes. 

 All remarks shall be addressed to Council, as a whole, and not to any individual 
member thereof. 

 The Council respectfully requests that you refrain from making slanderous, profane or 
personal remarks against any elected official, commission and/or staff. 

 Please refrain from public displays or outbursts such as unsolicited applause, 
comments or cheering.  

 Any disruptive activities that substantially interfere with the ability of the City 
Council to carry out its meeting will not be permitted and offenders will be requested 
to leave the meeting. 

 Your participation in City Council meetings is welcome and your courtesy will be 
appreciated. 
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A. CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Unless an item is pulled for separate action by the City Council, the following actions are 
approved without discussion. 
 
A-1 APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR THE CITY COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON APRIL 

28, 2015; (ADMINISTRATION) 
 
RECOMMENDATION: Approve as submitted. 
 
A-2 STATUS REPORT OF A MAJOR MAINTENANCE & REPAIR PLAN (MMRP) FOR 

THE EXISTING WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT; (PUBLIC WORKS) 
 
RECOMMENDATION: Receive and file. 
 
A-3 RATIFICATION OF CONTRACT WITH SAM TAYLOR FOR SERVICES AS 

DEPUTY CITY MANAGER; (ADMINISTRATION) 
 
RECOMMENDATION: Ratify contract with Deputy City Manager. 
 
B. PUBLIC HEARINGS   
 
B-1 RESOLUTION NO. 22-15 DECLARING THE INTENTION TO CONTINUE THE 

PROGRAM AND LEVY ASSESSMENTS FOR THE 2015/16 FISCAL YEAR FOR 
THE MORRO BAY TOURISM BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT (MBTBID) 
AND SCHEDULING A PUBLIC HEARING TO LEVY THE ASSESSMENTS; 
(ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES) 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  Adopt Resolution No. 22-15 and set May 26, 2015 for a public 
hearing to levy the assessments. 
 
B-2 RESOLUTION NO. 23-15 APPROVING THE ENGINEER’S REPORT AND 

DECLARING THE INTENT TO LEVY THE ANNUAL ASSESSMENT FOR THE 
CLOISTERS LANDSCAPING AND LIGHTING MAINTENANCE ASSESSMENT 
DISTRICT; (PUBLIC WORKS) 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  Adopt Resolution No. 23-15 and set June 23, 2015 for a public 
hearing to levy the assessments. 
 
B-3 RESOLUTION NO. 24-15 APPROVING THE ENGINEER’S REPORT AND 

DECLARING THE INTENT TO LEVY THE ANNUAL ASSESSMENT FOR THE 
NORTH POINT NATURAL AREA LANDSCAPING AND LIGHTING 
MAINTENANCE ASSESSMENT DISTRICT; (PUBLIC WORKS) 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  Adopt Resolution No. 24-15 and set June 23, 2015 for a public 
hearing to levy the assessments. 
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C. UNFINISHED BUSINESS / SECOND READING AND ADOPTION OF 
ORDINANCES   

 
C-1 DISCUSSION AND DIRECTION FOR FUTURE MORRO BAY WATER 

RECLAMATION FACILITY (WRF) AND MONTHLY WRF PROJECT PROGRESS 
UPDATE; (PUBLIC WORKS) 

 
RECOMMENDATION: Adopt Resolution No. 25-15 providing direction to staff regarding 
Water Reclamation Facility. 
 
C-2 ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE NO. 592 AMENDING SUBSECTION 14.08.090 O. OF 

THE MORRO BAY MUNICIPAL CODE RELATING TO SALE AND USE OF 
FIREWORKS; (POLICE) 

 
RECOMMENDATION: Adopt Ordinance No. 592 after reading the title only and waiving 
further reading. 
 
C-3 ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE NO. 593 ADDING CHAPTER 9.34 TO THE MORRO 

BAY MUNICIPAL CODE (MBMC) BANNING THE POSSESSION OF CERTAIN 
INTOXICATING COMPOUNDS KNOWN AS SYNTHETIC DRUGS; (POLICE) 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  Adopt Ordinance No. 593 after reading the title only and waiving 
further reading. 
 
D. NEW BUSINESS  
 
D-1 DISCUSS ADVISORY BOARD JOINT MEETINGS AND RECOGNITION EVENT 

FOR ADVISORY BOARD MEMBERS; (COUNCIL)  
 
RECOMMENDATION:  Discuss and provide direction to staff. 
 
E. COUNCIL DECLARATION OF FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
F. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 
THIS AGENDA IS SUBJECT TO AMENDMENT UP TO 72 HOURS PRIOR TO THE DATE AND TIME SET FOR 
THE MEETING.  PLEASE REFER TO THE AGENDA POSTED AT CITY HALL FOR ANY REVISIONS OR CALL 
THE CLERK'S OFFICE AT 772-6205 FOR FURTHER INFORMATION. 
 
MATERIALS RELATED TO AN ITEM ON THIS AGENDA SUBMITTED TO THE CITY COUNCIL AFTER 
DISTRIBUTION OF THE AGENDA PACKET ARE AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC INSPECTION AT CITY HALL 
LOCATED AT 595 HARBOR STREET; MORRO BAY LIBRARY LOCATED AT 625 HARBOR STREET; AND 
MILL’S COPY CENTER LOCATED AT 495 MORRO BAY BOULEVARD DURING NORMAL BUSINESS HOURS. 
 
IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT, IF YOU NEED SPECIAL ASSISTANCE 
TO PARTICIPATE IN A CITY MEETING, PLEASE CONTACT THE CITY CLERK'S OFFICE AT LEAST 24 
HOURS PRIOR TO THE MEETING TO INSURE THAT REASONABLE ARRANGEMENTS CAN BE MADE TO 
PROVIDE ACCESSIBILITY TO THE MEETING. 



MINUTES - MORRO BAY CITY COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING – APRIL 28, 2015 
VETERAN’S MEMORIAL HALL – 6:00P.M. 
 
PRESENT:  Jamie Irons   Mayor 

Noah Smukler   Councilmember  
   John Headding  Councilmember   

Christine Johnson  Councilmember 
   Matt Makowetski  Councilmember 
   
STAFF:  David Buckingham  City Manager 

Joe Pannone   City Attorney 
Dana Swanson   City Clerk 

   Rob Livick   Public Works Director 
   Scot Graham   Community Development Manager 
   Cindy Jacinth   Associate Planner 
   Eric Endersby   Harbor Director 
   Amy Christey   Police Chief 
   Steve Knuckles  Fire Chief 
       
 
ESTABLISH QUORUM AND CALL TO ORDER  
The meeting was called to order at 6:03pm 
 
MOMENT OF SILENCE 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
CLOSED SESSION REPORT 
MAYOR AND COUNCILMEMBERS’ REPORTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS & 
PRESENTATIONS 
 
PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS  
https://youtu.be/vyzSrODmkdU?t=27m23s 
 
Chamber of Commerce Quarterly Presentation 
Jennifer Redman, President of the Morro Bay Chamber of Commerce, provided the quarterly 
update for January – March 2015.  The Chamber provides the city and local businesses with 
event support, incubator office support, business retention and expansion support.  Plans for next 
quarter include preparations for the October 2015 business walk, assisting with the sign 
ordinance update, launching the new website, social media outreach, a Bike to Work rally, and 
marketing and economic roundtable breakfast.   
 
Morro Bay Police Department App Presentation 
Commander Millard provided information on the new Morro Bay Police Department smartphone 
application which is intended to expand lines of communication between the department and the 
community.  The free download is available for Apple, Android and Windows devices. 

AGENDA NO:    A-1 
 
MEETING DATE:  May 12, 2015 
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Presentation of Letter Carriers’ Food Drive Day Proclamation 
Mayor Irons presented a Proclamation to Joe Gibson of the National Association of Letter 
Carriers, declaring May 9, 2015 as Letter Carriers’ Food Drive Day.   
 
Presentation of Morro Bay in Bloom Proclamation 
Mayor Irons presented a Proclamation to Walter Heath of Morro Bay in Bloom thanking Morro 
Bay in Bloom for their work and welcoming America in Bloom to the City of Morro Bay on July 
13-14, 2015. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
https://youtu.be/vyzSrODmkdU?t=55m16s 
 
George Leage of Great American Fish Co. (GAFCO) provided the business spot. GAFCO 
opened in 1980, 35 years ago, on the 4th of July.  They recently they added steak to their menu 
and it’s the best steak around.  Prime rib is served on Friday nights.   
 
KC Caldwell, Morro Bay, thanked the Council for their commitment to neighborhood 
compatibility.  A community meeting will be held April 29 to review the draft document that is 
going to the Planning Commission on May 5.  She asks that future meetings be held on 
Saturdays to get a larger turn-out, possibly 9am to noon.   
 
Robert Davis, Morro Bay, shared the Morro Bay Citizens Bike Committee and San Luis Obispo 
Bike Club set up a table at the Emergency Vehicle Show and gave away 80 water bottles, mostly 
to children who signed a bike safety pledge.  They will set up a table at the Eco-Rotary Fair on 
May 31 at St. Timothy’s.  The following activities are planned for bike month:  a Twilight Bike 
Ride on May 6 beginning at 7:15 at the parklet; free breakfast for bike commuters on May 15 at 
City Park; and a bike tour to Baywood on May 23 starting at 9am at the elementary school.  The 
SLO County Bike Coalition is kicking off a “Light up San Luis Obispo County” program in San 
Luis Obispo. 
 
Trina Dougherty, Morro Bay, reminded everyone to email event information to AGP Video at 
agp@agpvideo.com so it can be posted on Channel 20; the Morro Bay Friends of the Library 
book sale will be held on Sat., May 16 at the Morro Bay Community Center; and Eco-Rotary 
invites you to the 3rd Eco-Fair at St. Timothy’s Church on May 31 from 12-5. Please call 801-
4826 for more information. 
 
Betty Winholtz, Morro Bay, shared concerns about the idea of smart meters for water and asked 
if the City will offer an opt-out program, noting the PUC has told PG&E they can no longer 
charge customers who opt-out.  Regarding Item A-4, she believes this refers to a round-about 
and objects to the staff report in that it’s not direct and does not include the history about this 
item.  This should not be a consent item as it needs more deliberation. 
 
The public comment period was closed. 
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A. CONSENT AGENDA    
https://youtu.be/vyzSrODmkdU?t=1h13m 
 

Unless an item is pulled for separate action by the City Council, the following actions are 
approved without discussion. 
 
A-1 APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR THE SPECIAL CLOSED SESSION CITY 

COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON APRIL 14, 2015; (ADMINISTRATION) 
 
RECOMMENDATION: Approve as submitted. 
 
A-2 APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR THE CITY COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON APRIL 

14, 2015; (ADMINISTRATION) 
 
RECOMMENDATION: Approve as submitted. 
 
A-3 ANNUAL REPORTING ON THE MORRO BAY TOURISM BUSINESS 

IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT AND SCHEDULING OF A PUBLIC HEARING; 
(ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES) 

 
RECOMMENDATION: Receive report and set the public hearing for May 12, 2015. 
 
A-4 RESOLUTION NO. 19-15 APPROVING A COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT BETWEEN 

THE CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (CALTRANS) AND 
THE CITY OF MORRO BAY FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO THE STATE HIGHWAY 
SYSTEM AT THE INTERSECTION OF STATE ROUTE 1/ MAIN STREET AND 
STATE ROUTE 41; (PUBLIC WORKS) 

 
RECOMMENDATION: Approve Resolution No. 19-15. 
 
A-5 AGREE TO COUNCIL MEMBERS JOHNSON AND SMUKLER ACTING AS 

LIAISONS TO CITY STAFF REGARDING THE PLANNING PROCESS FOR THE 
2015 4TH OF JULY EVENT; (ADMINISTRATION) 

 
RECOMMENDATION: Approve as submitted.  
 
The public comment period for the Consent Agenda was opened; seeing none, the public 
comment period was closed. 
 
Mayor Irons pulled Item A-4 and A-5. 
 
MOTION:   Councilmember Makowetski moved to approve Items A-1, A-2 and A-3.  The 

motion was seconded by Councilmember Headding and carried unanimously, 5-0. 
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A-4 RESOLUTION NO. 19-15 APPROVING A COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT BETWEEN 
THE CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (CALTRANS) AND 
THE CITY OF MORRO BAY FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO THE STATE HIGHWAY 
SYSTEM AT THE INTERSECTION OF STATE ROUTE 1/ MAIN STREET AND 
STATE ROUTE 41; (PUBLIC WORKS) 

 https://youtu.be/vyzSrODmkdU?t=1h14m4s 
 
Public Works Director Livick provided additional information regarding the proposed 
agreement.   The City is at the very beginning of the process and this agreement allows us to 
access Caltrans funds.  A round-about was considered at one time and is still considered now, as 
is signalization.  Any project will go through full permitting and environmental review, the 
school district will have an opportunity to provide input, and pedestrian concerns will be 
addressed.  No construction dollars are available at this time; we are positioning ourselves to be 
able to receive those construction dollars when they become available.   
 
MOTION: Councilmember Johnson moved the Council approve Resolution No. 19-15.  The 

motion was seconded by Councilmember Makowetski and carried unanimously, 
5-0. 

 
A-5 AGREE TO COUNCIL MEMBERS JOHNSON AND SMUKLER ACTING AS 

LIAISONS TO CITY STAFF REGARDING THE PLANNING PROCESS FOR THE 
2015 4TH OF JULY EVENT; (ADMINISTRATION) 

 https://youtu.be/vyzSrODmkdU?t=1h21m16s 
 
Councilmember Johnson agendized this item in order to have a brief discussion regarding the 
desire to have Council provide support for staff and the community to ensure the 4th of July event 
is a success this year during the transition. 
 
MOTION:   Councilmember Headding moved the Council approve Item A-5.  The motion was 

seconded by Councilmember Smukler and carried unanimously, 5-0. 
 

B. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
B-1 COASTAL DEVELOPMENT AND CONDITIONAL USE PERMITS APPROVAL 

(CP0-442 & UP0-381) FOR A BMX BIKE PARK ON VACANT CITY-OWNED 
PROPERTY AT 301 LITTLE MORRO CREEK ROAD, APPROX. 400 FEET NORTH 
OF THE INTERSECTION OF LITTLE MORRO CREEK, RADCLIFF AND MAIN 
STREETS; (COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT) 

 https://youtu.be/vyzSrODmkdU?t=1h24m36s 
 
Assistant Planner Jacinth presented the staff report and responded to Council inquiries. 
 
The public comment period for Item B-1 was opened. 
 
Melinda Rice, Morro Bay, spoke in opposition to the bike park, noting concerns regarding city 
liability and traffic safety.   
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Pam Sines, Morro Bay, spoke in opposition to the proposed location for the bike park, noting 
traffic and safety concerns, asking the Council to deny the bike park at this location only.   
 
Robert Davis, spoke on behalf of the Morro Bay Bike Committee, who along with the San Luis 
Obispo Bike Club wholeheartedly support this bike park.   
 
Bob Keller, Morro Bay, expressed support for a bike park for kids to keep them active, but we 
need to keep it safe.  He recommends good signage and crosswalks, possibly by Lemos, or near 
the PG&E exit.  
 
Rick Sauerwein, neighbor of Morro Bay, asked for clarification about the type of fencing being 
proposed.  Orange construction fencing is an eyesore and a terrible problem to maintain. 
 
Charlene Nungaray, Morro Bay, agrees we should have a bike park at a different location due to 
safety concerns and traffic issues exiting Hwy 1.   
 
James Constanzo, Morro Bay, expressed concern about infrastructure on that roadway to support 
the increased traffic. 
 
The public comment period for Item B-1 was closed. 
 
Councilmember Smukler noted the City has a responsibility to improve safety in this area with or 
without a bike park.  Director Livick shared the Caltrans’ solution to improve safety would be to 
make Radcliffe to Main right-turn only.  The City will be making improvements in this area as 
time and resources allow. 
 
Councilmember Headding is in favor of the project if we mitigate the issues of providing a 
bathroom facility and water.  He is not concerned about dust control, after-dark use, or shade.  
He is mostly concerned with safety for south-bound Main Street bicyclists and, lastly, need to 
think about aesthetics.  The siting allows for visibility; we should keep it as natural as possible. 
 
Councilmember Makowetski understands the concerns of nearby residents, but given the 
itinerant aspect of the project he is satisfied with revisiting every six months.  He likes the maps 
and diagrams, and the kids are really looking forward to it. 
 
Councilmember Johnson understands neighbor concerns and appreciates they support a bike park 
and kids activities.  The Council has been discussing this for some time and looked at other 
potential spots and there simply is no other location.  She wants to clarify the bike park will 
come back to the Planning Commission six months after operation with bike circulation and 
vehicle traffic concerns reviewed at that time.   
 
Mayor Irons agrees with the six month review after opening, with safety, trash and bathroom 
needs being addressed at that time.  He is hopeful we can find more sturdy materials for fencing.     
 
City Attorney Pannone suggests adding condition #12 on page six of Resolution No. 20-15 to 
state, “the project will be reviewed by the Planning Commission within six months after the park 
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is opened for public use and that review could result in additional conditions regarding 
restrooms, trash receptacles, including screening, and other safety related issues,” and revising 
condition #5 to clarify the Planning Commission review will occur six months after operation. 
 
Bonnie Johnson, Morro Bay Bike Park, stated she is comfortable coming back six months after 
operation to review any additional requirements. 
 
MOTION: Mayor Irons moved the Council adopt Resolution No. 20-15 making the 

necessary findings for approval of Coastal Development and Conditional Use 
Permits CP0-442 and UP0-381 with the additional requirement #12 and amending 
condition #5 as suggested by staff.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember 
Smukler and carried unanimously, 5-0. 

 
 
C. UNFINISHED BUSINESS / SECOND READING AND ADOPTION OF 

ORDINANCES  
 
C-1 INTRODUCTION AND FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 592 OF THE CITY 

COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MORRO BAY, CALIFORNIA, AMENDING 
SUBSECTION 14.08.090 O. OF THE MORRO BAY MUNICIPAL CODE RELATING 
TO SALE AND USE OF FIREWORKS; (POLICE) 

 https://youtu.be/vyzSrODmkdU?t=2h59m25s 
 
Chief Christey presented the staff report and responded to Council inquiries. 
 
The public comment period for Item C-1 was opened; seeing none, the public comment period 
was closed. 
 
MOTION: Councilmember Johnson moved for introduction and first reading of Ordinance 

No. 592, version A by number and title only, and waives further reading.  The 
motion was seconded by Councilmember Headding and carried unanimously, 5-0. 

 
C-2 INTRODUCTION AND FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 593 OF THE CITY 

COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MORRO BAY, CALIFORNIA, ADDING CHAPTER 
9.34 TO THE MORRO BAY MUNICIPAL CODE (MBMC) BANNING THE 
POSSESSION OF CERTAIN INTOXICATING COMPOUNDS KNOWN AS 
SYNTHETIC DRUGS; (POLICE) 

 https://youtu.be/vyzSrODmkdU?t=3h6m42s 
 
Chief Christey presented the staff report and introduced Ordinance 593 by number and title. 
 
The public comment period for Item C-2 was opened; seeing none, the public comment period 
was closed. 
 



7 
 

MINUTES - MORRO BAY CITY COUNCIL – APRIL 28, 2015 
   

MOTION: Councilmember Headding moved for introduction and first reading of Ordinance 
593 by number and title only, as read by staff, waiving further reading.  The 
motion was seconded by Councilmember Smukler and carried unanimously, 5-0. 

 
C-3 DISCUSSION AND DIRECTION REGARDING AGENDA FOR APRIL 30, 2015 

JOINT MEETING WITH CAYUCOS SANITARY DISTRICT; (ADMINISTRATION/ 
PUBLIC WORKS)  

 https://youtu.be/vyzSrODmkdU?t=3h10m21s 
 
City Manager Buckingham presented the staff report. 
 
The public comment period for Item C-3 was opened. 
 
Barry Brannin, Morro Bay, shared the importance of relationships—there’s a lot of give and 
take, good times, thin times.  Throughout 55 years we always had trust.  He is afraid that in our 
hurry to get the plant built, we have lost the trust of our partner.  We need to solve the trust 
problem. 
 
The public comment period for Item C-3 was closed. 
 
Councilmember Headding agrees the absolute foundation of any relationship in their lives is 
based on a foundation of trust.  He also recognizes there are limitations that inhibit one’s ability 
to have casual conversations that might provide insight into direction; members of both 
communities have expressed those frustrations.  He wants this to be a regional collaborative 
partnership based on the foundation of trust and at a cost-sharing arrangement.   
 
Councilmember Smukler stated the City has worked hard to get to an excellent sight through a 
very strong public engagement and serious study and analysis.  He is confident we can get to the 
point we have a plant, and we don’t have a choice about how quickly we need to get there.  He is 
committed to working together with Cayucos and supports the suggested motion. 
 
Councilmember Johnson asked the staff presentation be posted on the City website as it provides 
the basics of where we are now and where we are going.   
 
MOTION: Mayor Irons moves the Council reaffirm our shared intention to work 

cooperatively with the Cayucos Sanitary District to construct a new Wastewater 
Treatment Plant / Water Reclamation Facility at the preferred Rancho Colina site, 
to reach initial operational capacity for the WWTP in 5 years, and pledge to 
continue to work in good faith to keep the project moving forward on the 
previously presented 5-year schedule.  The motion was seconded by 
Councilmember Johnson and carried unanimously, 5-0. 
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D. NEW BUSINESS  
 
D-1 DISCUSSION AND DIRECTION TO STAFF REGARDING LEASE SITE 69-70/69W-

70W LOCATED AT 595 EMBARCADERO (MORRO BAY AQUARIUM); 
(ADMINISTRATION)  

 https://youtu.be/SrUdjOOwjuM?t=1s 
 

City Manager Buckingham presented the staff report. 
 
The public comment period for Item D-1 was opened; seeing none, the public comment period 
was closed. 
 
Councilmember Headding became involved as a result of a LEAP initiative to see an educational 
facility / attraction for economic improvement and development.  CCA is an extremely willing 
partner that has demonstrated success and is rising to the occasion.  They are able to do 
significant fund-raising and have a good relationship established with Cal Poly—above and 
beyond what was initially imagined. This item fits in goals to draw visitors and improve the 
economy.  He supports the proposed motion. 
 
Councilmember Smukler is glad to see we’ve worked with CCA and Cal Poly and believes this 
will be one of the most exciting projects on the Embarcadero, if not the entire town. 
 
Councilmember Makowetski sees this as a great opportunity.  Looking at everything we’ve been 
doing on the Embarcadero, the harborwalk, creating this unification, working with our 
community partners such as Cal Poly and PG&E, the concept of wave technology, the whole 
idea of scientific outreach; it’s good to see this go forward. 
 
Councilmember Johnson agrees this is a unique opportunity and it’s important to note that even 
though CCA didn’t respond to RFP, they continued to reach out to the City.  CCA is a very 
strong organization with a committed board, not only to the governance of the organization, but 
also to fund-raising.  Cal Poly is an exceptional partner that would benefit Morro Bay directly, 
and Dean Wendt is also active in our fishing community.      
 
Mayor Irons wants to recognize the vision of the Tyler’s; CCA had similar vision and started 
with a very small aquarium, then grew to the CCA we see today.  CCA reached out to Morro 
Bay very early on and have been very respectful of the Tylers.  The partnership with Cal Poly is 
a great opportunity.    
 
MOTION: Councilmember Headding moved the Council direct staff to work directly with 

CCA board of directors to develop a proposal for a public/private partnership for 
the operation and future revitalization of the Morro Bay Aquarium lease site, a 
proposal that must come back to City Council for review and approval before any 
binding agreement is considered.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember 
Johnson and carried unanimously, 5-0. 
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D-2 DISCUSSION AND DIRECTION ON PRIORITIZATION OF PLANNING DIVISION 
OBJECTIVES; (COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT)  
https://youtu.be/SrUdjOOwjuM?t=25m31s  
 

Community Development Manager Graham presented the staff report.  City Manager 
Buckingham suggested that based on the adopted goals and objectives, Council consider the 
following six items be the top priorities:  Residential Design Guidelines, Beach Street Parking 
Amendment, Sign Ordinance, Parking Management Plan, Secondary Unit Ordinance and 
Downtown Specific Plan. 
 
The public comment period for Item D-2 was opened; seeing none, the public comment period 
was closed. 
 
Councilmember Smukler trusts Mr. Graham’s judgment and prefers the Council affirm rough set 
of upper priorities and allow staff to strategically approach details as they see fit.   
 
Councilmember Johnson generally agrees with those six priorities, moving around as needed, 
and asks staff to keep a list of items that aren’t related to goals for the future.  Also important to 
respond to Planning Commission’s request to look at commercial design guidelines.   
 
Councilmember Headding would like to see the sign ordinance completed and it is imperative to 
get residential design guidelines done.  He would like to see the waterfront master plan in the 
next budget period, along with commercial design guidelines.   
 
Mayor Irons asked staff to consider creating a waterfront master plan fund during budget process 
and also wants to consider Planning Commission’s request for commercial design guidelines. 
 
MOTION: Councilmember Smukler moved the Council prioritize items as suggested by 

staff: 1) Residential Design Guidelines, 2) Beach Street Parking Amendment, 3) 
Sign Ordinance, 4) Parking Management, 5) Secondary Units, and 6) Downtown 
Specific Plan.  Retain all items on work list prioritized by time, regulatory 
sensitivities, city goals, budget, and staff time, and provide staff the flexibility to 
strategically pursue opportunities to advance other items, as feasible.  The motion 
was seconded by Mayor Irons. 

 
  Councilmember Headding requested the Motion be amended to include 

consideration of return on investment.  Councilmember Smukler accepted the 
amendment.   The amended motion was seconded by Mayor Irons and carried 
unanimously, 5-0. 

 
MOTION: Councilmember Smukler moved the Council direct staff to bring updates on 

individual items, as necessary, and schedule an annual review of the work 
program.  Staff noted they will bring individual items to the Council as guidance 
is required.  The motion died for lack of a second. 
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D-3 REVIEW AND DISCUSSION OF STOP SIGN REQUEST FOR THE INTERSECTION 
OF MAIN AND PACIFIC STREETS); (PUBLIC WORKS) 

 https://youtu.be/SrUdjOOwjuM?t=1h8m33s 
 
Public Works Director Livick presented the staff report and responded to Council inquiries. 
 
The public comment period for Item D-3 was opened; seeing none, the public comment period 
was closed. 
 
Councilmembers Smukler and Johnson support additional traffic calming at this intersection 
including stop signs and crosswalks.  Councilmember Makowetski agrees traffic calming or 
slowing is needed, though not necessarily a stop sign.   
 
Mayor Irons supports the staff recommendation and would consider crosswalks.  He understands 
neighbor concerns and believes those concerns apply to several other intersections in town.   
 
MOTION: Councilmember Smukler moves the Council order staff to return with a resolution 

that causes the installation of a traffic control device on Main Street at Pacific 
Street.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Johnson.  The motion 
carried 3-2, with Irons and Headding opposed. 

 
MOTION: Mayor Irons moved to the meeting go past 11:00.  The motion was seconded by 

Councilmember Headding and carried unanimously, 5-0. 
 
E. COUNCIL DECLARATION OF FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS - None 
 https://youtu.be/SrUdjOOwjuM?t=1h18m49s 
  
ADJOURNMENT    
The meeting adjourned at 11:02p.m. 
 
Recorded by: 
 
 
Dana Swanson 
City Clerk 



 

  
Prepared By: ____BK______  Dept Review: __RL______   
 
City Manager Review:  ________         

 
City Attorney Review:  _________   

Staff Report 
 

TO:   Honorable Mayor and City Council     DATE: May 4, 2015 
 
FROM: Rob Livick, PE/PLS - Public Works Director/City Engineer 
 
SUBJECT: Status Report of a Major Maintenance & Repair Plan (MMRP) for the Existing 

Wastewater Treatment Plant 
 
RECOMMENDATION  
Staff recommends this report be received and filed. 
 
ALTERNATIVES 
As no action is requested, there are no recommended alternatives. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT   
No fiscal impact at this time as a result of this report.  Fiscal impact is addressed through the budget 
process. 
 
BACKGROUND 
This staff report is intended to provide an update on the development of the MMRP for the WWTP.  At 
the February 14, 2013, JPA meeting the Council and District Board approved the development of an 
MMRP and made the following motion: 
 

 Direct staff to prepare a time sensitive and prioritized MMRP for the WWTP with an anticipated 
rolling 2 year budget; 

 The JPA solicit proposals from a qualified firm, or firms, to provide technical advice and 
analysis on an as needed basis as determined by Morro Bay’s Public Services Director and 
Cayucos Sanitary District Manager; and 

 The Morro Bay Public Services Director and Cayucos Sanitary District Manager report back to 
the JPA on a semi-annual basis on the progress and costs associated with the MMRP.   

 
Development of an MMRP will assist the City and District in projecting the budgeting of expenditures 
required to keep the current plant operating in compliance with regulatory requirements.   
 
Staff’s focus has continued to be on implementing work on the MMRP projects approved for the 
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FY14/15 budget.  The adopted FY14/15 budget contains $1.221M in funding MMRP projects.  The 
funds represent new MMRP projects as well as roll over from the FY13/14 budget for the headworks 
screening project and chlorine contact tank repairs.   
 
Additionally, in anticipation of the budget preparation process for the 2015/2016 fiscal year, staff has 
continued to coordinate with City and District staff as well as MKN to identify priority projects and 
develop budgetary numbers for inclusion in the MMRP for the next fiscal year’s budget for the WWTP. 
 The proposed budget for MMRP projects for FY15/16 will be presented to the City and District during 
budget deliberations.  The goal in developing the budget for the MMRP is to recognize the goal to have 
the new WRF operational during the life of the next NPDES operational permit.  This goal will insure 
prudent spending on this facility and still maintain the high quality effluent that is discharged to the 
Estero Bay. 
 
DISCUSSION        
Digester #1 Repair 
An Invitation to Bid for the sandblasting and coating of digester #1, project number: WWTP Digester #1 
Repairs and Coating: MB-2015-WW05, was public noticed on March 22.  Three bids were received, 
with Ellison Environmental, Inc. dba Fluid Resource Management (FRM) being the lowest responsible 
bid. The Council and District Board awarded a contract for the sandblasting and coating of digester #1 to 
FRM at their regular meetings on April 14 and 16, in the amount of $132,000. City staff is currently 
working with FRM to execute a contract. The project schedule calls for the work to be complete by July. 
Plant staff has continued to proceed with the repair and replacement projects for the valving and piping 
on digester #1.   
 
Chlorine Contact Basin Improvements 
The repairs to the chlorine contact basin were completed on Wednesday April 15. The project started at 
12:01 am on Wednesday April 15, and the work was complete and plant operations were back to normal 
at approximately 8:30 pm on the 15th.  Work included replacement of the drive and idler shafts and new 
sprockets in the south contact chamber, a new guiderail in the north contact chamber, and repairs to the 
wear strips on the tank floor.  Staff also drained and inspected the portion of the tank where the flash 
mixer and 3W pumps (plant process water) are located.  They are still reviewing the results of that 
inspection to determine if repairs are warranted to the diffuser system located in that section of the tank. 
The work did require by-passing of the chlorine contact tank while the repairs were performed from 8:00 
am to 8:30 pm.  During the by-pass period, the effluent was chlorinated and disinfected, but was not 
dechlorinated as required by the NPDES permit.  By-passing of the tank resulted in a violation of the 
total chlorine daily maximum residual limit of 1.07 mg/L.  The effluent value for total chlorine residual 
reported to Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) staff for April 15 was 7.2 mg/L.  The 
violation of the total chlorine daily maximum residual limit is an effluent violation and will result in a 
minimum mandatory penalty of $3,000.    Staff at the RWQCB and the California Department of Health 
Shellfish Division was notified prior to the work beginning and after the work was completed and plant 
operations returned to normal.  Staff also followed up with an email to RWQCB staff informing them of 
the project details and the violation of the NPDES permit for total chlorine daily maximum residual 
limit.  Further information will be included when the April Monthly Operations Summary is submitted 
to the RWQCB.  
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Rehabilitation of primary clarifier #2 
Staff has completed repairs to the catwalks on primary clarifier #2 and #1.  The repairs entailed removal 
of some badly corroded steel cross members and replacing them with new steel cross members.  Staff 
with Sunrise Coatings coated the catwalks for primary clarifier #1 and #2 using an epoxy based coating 
system.  Staff have also purchased valving and piping for repairs to the sludge and scum pump piping on 
the two clarifiers. Ultimately, staff anticipates performing repairs to the metal framework on the flights 
and skimmer cage assembly; repair and replacement of piping and valving, and other associated 
components.   
 
Purchase and Installation of New Distributor Arms and Biofilter Improvement Project  
Staff will continue to work with City Public Works Engineering staff and MKN for the purchase and 
installation of new distributor arms on biofilter #2 and replacement of the main bearing on the turntable. 
These units are a critical component of the secondary treatment system. This project will likely be 
deferred to the FY15/16 budget as staff will not be able to complete the work in this fiscal year.  
 
Floodwall Installation at the Biofilters and Interstage Pumping Station 
Staff will continue to work with City Public Works Engineering staff on the design and installation of 
flood walls around the periphery of the two biofilters and interstage pumps to prevent inundation during 
a flooding event in accordance with the requirements of the existing and anticipated NPDES permit.  
This project will likely be deferred to the FY15/16 budget as staff will not be able to complete the work 
in this fiscal year.  
 
CONCLUSION 
Staff will continue to bring a status report on the development of the MMRP at City Council meetings 
on a monthly basis. 
 
 
 



 Staff Report   
 

 
AGENDA NO:          A-3 
 
MEETING DATE:  May 12, 2015  

 
TO:  Honorable Mayor and City Council      DATE: May 7, 2015 
 
FROM: David Buckingham, City Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Ratification of Contract with Sam Taylor for Services as Deputy City Manager 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION                                                                                                         
Council to ratify the contract with Sam Taylor, Deputy City Manager. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT  
There is no fiscal impact related to this action.  The Recreation Director position is vacant, and will 
remain so. Therefore, adding the Deputy City Manager position does not increase the Council-
approved full-time equivalents (FTE) employee level.  Further, there are adequate budgeted funds in 
the FY 2015/16 for this hire – and, in fact, considering pay and benefits, there will be a moderate net 
improvement in personnel costs. 
 
SUMMARY/DISCUSSION        
As your City Manager, it is within my scope of responsibility to negotiate and hire employees for the 
City of Morro Bay.   
 
In considering the 10 Goals and 73 particular FY16 Objectives adopted by Council on Feb 24, 2015, 
and in further assessing the City’s current organization and the areas requiring the most attention and 
improvement in the decade ahead, I am convinced that we require senior staff member with the skill-
set Mr. Taylor possesses. 
 
As Deputy City Manager, Mr. Taylor will focus on Economic Outreach, Public Engagement and 
Information Technology.  He will be part of my executive team, will have an office in City Hall, will 
be supervised by me and will supervise our Information Technology Division. His position is equal 
to the Department Heads. 
 
Mr. Taylor was, by far, the #1 candidate, of 112 considered and nine interviewed, for a similar 
position in a nearby city.  After recruiting him to come to Morro Bay, Mr. Taylor visited for two 
days (he paid his own way here) and met with a selection of Morro Bay residents, City staff, 
Councilmembers and a former interim City Manager.  Based on the 100% support (and excitement) 
from each of those “interviews”, I hired Mr. Taylor to work for me as a Deputy City Manager. 
 
Mr. Taylor is currently the Assistant City Manager for Ferndale, Washington.  In addition to 5 years 
as a newspaper reporter on the local beat, and 5 years as Clerk and then Assistant City Manager in 
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Ferndale, Mr. Taylor is completing a Master’s Degree in Public Administration.   His resume is 
attached. 
 
Mr. Taylor and his wife and young family depart Ferndale in mid-May and will arrive on the Central 
Coast in late May.  His first day in the office will be June 1, 2015. 
 
The contract I negotiated with Mr. Taylor to provide Deputy City Manager services is attached, as is 
his job description.  The contract was developed based upon the terms agreed upon in a conditional 
offer of employment letter.   
 
CONCLUSION 
I am personally very excited that Sam is joining our team.  His vigor, passion, experience and 
listening ear – combined with tremendous critical skills, will be great for our City. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 

1. Contract for Sam Taylor 
2. Mr. Taylor’s 1-page Resume 

 
Prepared By:  ___DWB_____   Dept Review:_____ 
 
City Manager Review:  ________         
 
City Attorney Review:  ________   
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AGENDA NO:     B-1 
 
MEETING DATE:  May 12, 2015  

TO:  Honorable Mayor and City Council      DATE: May 6, 2015 
 
FROM: Susan Slayton, Administrative Services Director 
 
SUBJECT: Resolution No. 22-15 Declaring the Intention to Continue the Program and Levy 

Assessments for the 2015/16 Fiscal Year for the Morro Bay Tourism Business 
Improvement District (MBTBID) and Scheduling a Public Hearing to Levy the 
Assessments 

 
RECOMMENDATION  
Council to: 

1. Hold a public hearing to record testimony for/against the continuation of the MBTBID; 
2. Review the MBTBID draft FY 2015/16 budget; 
3. Adopt Resolution No. 22-15; and 
4. Set the date of May 26, 2015 for a public hearing to levy the assessments. 

 
ALTERNATIVES 
Council may: 

1. Adopt Resolution No. 22-15, and set the date of May 26, 2015 for a public hearing to levy 
the assessments;  

2. Make changes to the MBTBID assessment rate (lowering only); or 
3. Reject Resolution No. 22-15, and direct staff accordingly. 

 
FISCAL IMPACT   
The 2015/16 draft City budget for the MBTBID is summarized below: 

 
Revenues:   
   Assessments (3% of GF for hotel TOT receipts) $             775,406 
   
Expenses:   
   Marketing and promotion $ 773,06 
   AGP Video costs  2,000 
      Total Expenses $ 775,406 

 
For the 2015/16 fiscal year, the City will begin collecting the 2% administrative fee, as provided 
for in Ordinance No. 546.

 
Prepared By:  ___SS_____   Dept Review:_____ 
 
City Manager Review:  ________         
 
City Attorney Review:  ___JWF_____   



SUMMARY        
This is the annual reaffirmation of the MBTBID and intention to continue the 3% assessments, as 
required by California Streets and Highway Code Section 36520-36537.  Staff requests Council hold 
the public hearing to receive testimony for or against the continuation of the MBTBID, review the 
draft FY 15/16 budget, adopt Resolution No. 22-15, and set the date of the public hearing to 
authorize levying the assessments for May 26, 2015.   
     
BACKGROUND 
The Morro Bay Tourism Business Improvement District (MBTBID) was established by Ordinance 
546, dated April 27, 2009.  It is an improvement district, composed of hotel businesses that self-
assess 3% of the rent charged, per occupied room, per night, for all transient occupancies.  This 
improvement district is established under the State of California Streets and Highway Code Section 
36520-36537.  Annual reaffirmation of the improvement district is required. 
 
DISCUSSION 
This is the second step in the reaffirmation of the MBTBID, as required by California law.  The 
financial reports were presented to City Council on April 28, 2015 by the Morro Bay Tourism 
Bureau.  The City’s draft FY 2015/16 budget is presented in this staff report, along with Resolution 
No. 22-15, which is the intent to continue the activities of the MBTBID and levy the 3% 
assessments, unless modified by City Council at tonight’s meeting. 
 
All lodging assessments collect the 3% assessment stays of 30 days or less.  It is calculated on the 
rent charged by the establishment operator per occupied room per night; for example, if the room 
charge is $80 per night, the assessment is calculated for each night as $80 x .03 = $2.40.  
Assessments are reported and remitted to the City on monthly basis.    
 
Before or at the proposed May 26, 2015 public hearing, individuals and entities that will be subject 
to the levy and collection of the assessment may submit written or oral protests to the continuation 
of the MBTBID and the levy of assessment.  If written protests are received from hotel businesses in 
the district, paying fifty percent or more of the annual assessment, and said protests are not 
withdrawn by the close of the public hearing, no further proceedings to continue the levy of 
assessments shall take place.  The protests are weighted, based upon the annual assessment for the 
prior year by each hotel business.   
 
CONCLUSION 
Staff requests that Council hold the public hearing to receive testimony for or against the renewal of 
the MBTBID, review the draft FY 2015/16 budget, make any recommended changes, and either 
adopt Resolution No. 22-15, and set the date of the public hearing to authorize levying the 
assessments for May 26, 2015, or direct staff to return with a new Resolution, incorporating 
changes. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 

1. Resolution No. 22-15 
2. 2015/16 Fiscal Year Annual Report “Year-in-Review” for the Morro Bay Tourism 

Business Improvement District (S&H Code 36533(b) 
3. FY 2015/16 budget adopted by the MBTBID 
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RESOLUTION NO. 22-15 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF  
THE CITY OF MORRO BAY, CALIFORNIA, 

DECLARING THE INTENTION TO CONTINUE THE PROGRAM AND LEVY  
ASSESSMENTS FOR THE 2015/16 FISCAL YEAR FOR THE  

MORRO BAY TOURISM BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT (MBTBID) 
 

THE CITY COUNCIL 
City of Morro Bay, California 

 
 
 WHEREAS, the Parking and Business Improvement Area Law of 1989, Section 36500 et 
seq., of the California Streets and Highway Code authorizes cities to establish and review business 
improvement areas for the purpose of promoting tourism; and  
 

WHEREAS, on April 13, 2009, City Council held a public hearing for the  introduction and 
first reading of Ordinance 546 to establish the Morro Bay Tourism Business Improvement District 
(“MBTBID”), and  

 
WHEREAS, on April 27, 2009, City Council adopted Ordinance 546; and 

 
WHEREAS, on May 11, 2015, at a duly noticed public meeting, the advisory board, formed 

pursuant to Morro Bay Municipal Code (MBMC), Section 3.60.100,  requested the renewal of the 
TBID for the 2015/16 fiscal year to continue its activities; and 
 

WHEREAS, all other findings of Ordinance 546 to establish the MBTBID remain 
unchanged; and  
 

WHEREAS, on May 12, 2015, City Council conducted a public meeting where staff 
presented the annual  report for the fiscal year 2014/15 (the sixth year of the MBTBID), which 
provides a full and detailed description of the activities provided during the 2014/15 fiscal year and 
the activities to be provided during the 2015/16 fiscal year, and the adopted budget for fiscal year 
2014/15, and proposed fiscal year 2015/16 budget, all of which are attached to this Resolution as 
Exhibit A and available for review in the City Clerk’s office; and 

 
WHEREAS, the budget generally describes the funded activities to be marketing, which 

attracts and extends overnight stays in Morro Bay hotels, as well as operation of the Visitors Center, 
whose outreach to potential visitors is key all of which are consistent with the authorized uses for 
the assessment revenue set forth in MBMC, section 3.60.030. 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Morro Bay as 
follows: 

1. The above recitations are true and correct, and incorporated herein by reference. 
 

2. The City Council, having adopted the Annual Report and budgets in a separate action at its 



regular meeting on May 12, 2014, declares its intention to renew the Morro Bay Tourism 
Business Improvement District for the 2015/16 fiscal year, and to levy and collect 3% 
assessments from hoteliers calculated in the manner set forth in MBMC, section 3.60.050. 
 

3. The City Council sets the date of the public hearing to adopt a Resolution to reaffirm the 
MBTBID, and levy and collect the 3% assessments from hoteliers as Tuesday, May 26, 
2014. Before or at this public hearing written protests to the continuation of the MBTBID 
and the levy of the assessment may be made, consistent with the requirements of Streets & 
Highways Code, Sections 36524 and 36525 and MBMC, section 3.60.060.   

 
 PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Morro Bay, at a regular 
meeting thereof held on the 12th day of May, 2015, by the following vote: 

 
AYES: 
NOES: 
ABSENT: 
 
 
      ______________________________________ 
      JAMIE L. IRONS, Mayor 
 
 
__________________________________ 
DANA SWANSON, City Clerk 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
Annual Stakeholder Meeting 

“YEAR-IN-REVIEW” 2014-15 REPORT 
MBTB Executive Director, Brent Haugen 

 

YEAR-TO-DATE BUREAU STATS (as of January 31, 2015) 
 
Morro Bay Tourism Leads 18 
Advertising/Promotional Opportunities 18 
Visitor Center Visitors 9,300 
Listening Sessions Completed 32 
Reservation Widgets on Partnering Sites 4 
 

 
2014-15 SHORT TERM GOALS 
 

INCREASE MIDWEEK BUSINESS & OVERALL OCCUPANCY 

 Focus on low & shoulder seasons to benefit all properties. 

 

RESULTS 

 JULY AUGUST SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER DECEMBER 

REVENUE 17.7% 18.9% 6.5% 17.7% 8.6% 11.8% 

OCCUPANCY 3% 6% 0% 4% 1% 4% 

       

 JANUARY      

REVENUE 16.5%      

OCCUPANCY 3%      

 

 
BOARD RETREAT, TRAINING & STRATEGIC PLANNING SESSIONS 

 Conducted Board Retreat in May 2014 
 Board Training in February 2015 
 Strategic Planning Session in February 2015 

 
RESULTS 

 Clearly defined roles of Board & Executive Director 
 Better understanding of organizational structures, policies and liabilities 
 Starting point for a 3-5 year strategic plan 
 Identified big picture goals for the organization 
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ESTABLISH POLICIES & PROCEDURES 

 Accounts Payable/Receivable 
 Visitor Center Clearing House Policy – May 2014 
 Media Policy – July 2014 
 Financial Reserve Policy – November 2014 
 

RESULTS 
 Better & more efficient process for costs and overall time management 
 Creation of consistency policy relating to information distribution and usage of Visitor 

Center staff 
 Establishment of costs incurred with visiting media 
 Consistent consensus on financial reserves 

 
BETTER COMMUNICATIONS TO STAKEHOLDERS 

 Ongoing Listening Sessions 
 Monthly Email Marketing to Consumers 

o Increase subscriber list 
 Weekly Vacancy Report 
 Monthly Executive Directors Report 

 
RESULTS:  

 Relationship building & feedback amongst the lodging community 
 Increased participation in events, specials, plus an increase in the overall traffic to the 

MorroBay.org website 
 Better process in referring overnight business to Morro Bay lodging, plus statistical 

information 
 Transparency and an ongoing reporting system to all stakeholders 
 

CREATE A ROBUST MARKETING & COMMUNICATIONS PLAN 
 
RESULTS:  

 Establishment of goals & objectives 
 Better plan, better results 

 
EVALUATE VENDOR RELATIONSHIPS 

 Mental Marketing – Public Relations 
 Verdin Marketing – Marketing Firm 

 
RESULTS:  
• Better reporting, more of a team approach, transparency, consistent creative & messaging, 

plus increased results in both Marketing & Public Relations 
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ESTABLISHED SALES & PROMOTION PROCESS 

 Began lead generation process in May 2014 
 Established Pay-To-Play Programs in June 2014 

o San Francisco Chronicle (x 2) 
o iBrochure 

 Hired Part-Time Sales & Promotions Coordinator in July 2014 
 Hired Part-Time Hospitality Coordinator in July 2014 
 Increased Participation of Local Businesses in Promotions 

o Holiday Happenings 
o Free Gift Fridays 
o Pirate’s Classic  
o Girlfriend Getaway Month 
o Bear Weekend 

 Visitor Guide Sales in December 2014 
 

RESULTS 
 More group business for Morro Bay, creation of compression to other properties, 

establishment of a foundation for growth 
 Engagement of lodging and business community in bureau marketing & outreach, more 

visibility and increased business 
 Hiring of staff increased overall efficiencies internally as well as externally 
 Promotions provided a platform for increased engagement of our targeted audiences, 

the business community as well as provided new and inexpensive opportunities to 
increase overall room nights 

 Creating a self-sustaining collateral piece to market the destination, provide a resource 
for visitors and increase visibility of lodging and other businesses. 

 
 
2014 – 15 BUDGET 
 
MORRO BAY VISITOR CENTER & EVENT FUNDING 
 

REVENUE  
Visitor Center Funding from City 100,000.00 
Event Funding from City 40,000.00 

Total Revenue 140,000.00 
EXPENSES  
Visitor Center Administration 105,600.00 
Event Funding 42,500.00 

Total Expenses 148,100.00 
 
Any budget shortfalls with the Visitor Center will be covered by MBTB 
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MORRO BAY TOURISM BUREAU 
 

REVENUE  EXPENSES  
Tourism Bureau 704,915.00 Tourism Bureau Admin. 166,500.00 
Cooperative Advertising 10,000.00 Tourism Bureau Mrkt. 225,715.00 
Financial Reserves 35,245.00 Public Relations 50,000.00 
  Marketing Firm 267,100.00 
  Financial Reserves 35,245.00 
  Visitor Center 5,600 

    
Total Revenue $750,160.00 Total Expenses $750,160.00 

 
Over $540,000 Towards Marketing & Public Relations Activities! 
 

MARKETING & COMMUNICATIONS 
 
PRINT 

 Access Publishing Visitor Guides 
 Billboard (on Hwy 1) 
 Good Housekeeping, Redbook & Women’s Day Magazines 
 Morro Bay Visitor Guide 
 San Francisco Chronicle special sections (x2) 
 Visit California Profile Sheets 
 Visit San Luis Obispo Visitor Guide 

o Partnership with Morro Bay Golf Course 
 

DIRECT MAIL 
 Holiday Happenings Direct Mail Program 

 
BROADCAST 

 Produced 30 second Morro Bay commercial 
 

DIGITAL 
 Travelinformation.com 
 Fall iBrochure 

 
TRADESHOWS & EXPOS 

 Central Coast Women’s Conference – September 2014 
 SAVOR the Central Coast – September 2014 
 Modesto Women’s Expo – October 2014 
 American Buses Association – January 2015 
 International Pow Wow (IPW) – May 2015 
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PROMOTIONS 

 iBrochure Promotion - launched in July  
 California Government Travel Coordinators - launched in October 
 Engage the Rock Promotion - launched in October & February 
 Cruise Into Morro Bay - launched in November 
 Cover Photo Contest - launched mid-December 
 FREE Gift Fridays - launched in December 
 Girlfriend Getaways - launched in January 
 Restaurant Month - launched in January 

 
 
ADVERTISING SPONSORSHIPS & PARTNERSHIPS 

 Bay Area Travel Writers Conference – public relations 
 Harbor & Oyster Tours – increase midweek business 
 International Bear Convergence - outreach to LGBT market 
 Morro Bay Business Map – partnership with business community 
 Morro Bay Bike Map – partnership with biking community & city 
 Morro Bay Trolley – partnership with city & Community Foundation 
 Paso Robles Wine Country Alliance – increased lodging awareness 
 SAVOR the Central Coast – media opportunity & Visit SLO partnership 
 Surfboard Art Festival – SAVOR partnership & awareness 
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Annual Stakeholder Meeting 

“LOOKING AHEAD” 2015-16 REPORT 
MBTB Executive Director, Brent Haugen 

 

2015-16 SHORT TERM GOALS 
 

 Increase Midweek Business and Overall Occupancy – Focus on low & shoulder seasons 

to benefit all properties. 

 Addition of a Part-Time Sales Person – leisure, group tour, sports groups, small meetings, 

partnership sales 

 Expand into niche markets – LGBT, hobby groups (biking, golf, kayak, surf, boarding, etc) 

 Lifestyle Research – Who’s our current audience? Who are we looking to attract in the 

future? 

 Automate the Lead & Promotion Process – Simplify these processes for efficiency and 

time management. 

 Maximize Our Business & Industry Partnerships - City, chamber, local & nationwide 

industry organizations 

 Increase Alternative Revenue Streams - Pay-to-play options, ticketing systems, Visitor 

Center funding 

 New Experiential Website – Experience & Lifestyle focus in all formats 

 Simplify the Purchasing Process – Use of technology for customers to “Buy with Ease” 

 Expansion of Public Relations - Diversification of media outreach to benefit all partners 

 Morro Bay Image Building - Focus on creating more  positive press & perceptions 

 Expansion of Photo & Video Library -  Creation of Morro Bay promotional video, plus 

content for industry partners 

 Education & Training - Providing opportunities for staff and stakeholders 

 

 
LONG TERM GOALS (3-5 years) 
 

 Increase Midweek Business and Overall Occupancy 

 Become China Ready - 5-year partnership programming to benefit all stakeholders 

 Securing Full-Time Staffing Model - Increasing revenue (consistently) to support full-time 

staffing 

 Features in Major Publications - Attracting the attention of major media in the 

marketplace 

 Help Attract New Product for Morro Bay - Hospitality & Hospitality-Related Businesses & 

Industry 

  

ATTACHMENT 2



 
 

 
 

 
TARGET MARKETS 
 
Tier 1 Markets (in order of importance) 

 Los Angeles 

 Central Valley 

 San Francisco 

 San Jose 

 San Diego 

 

Tier 2 Markets (seasonal) 

 Sacramento, April – October 

 Phoenix, April – October 

 Reno, May – August 

 Las Vegas, May – August 

 Houston, May – August 

 

Tier 3 Markets (Through digital marketing & industry partnerships -- Tripadvisor, Visit San Luis 

Obispo County, Central Coast Tourism Council, Visit California, Discover America) 

 Australia 

 China 

 Canada  

 Brazil 

 Mexico 

 

 
2015 – 16 PRELIMINARY BUDGET 
 
MORRO BAY VISITOR CENTER & EVENT FUNDING 
 

REVENUE  
Visitor Center Funding from City 100,000.00 
Event Funding from City 40,000.00 

Total Revenue 140,000.00 
EXPENSES  
Visitor Center Administration 105,200.00 
Event Funding 40,000.00 

Total Expenses 145,200.00 
 
Any budget shortfalls with the Visitor Center will be covered by MBTB 
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MORRO BAY TOURISM BUREAU 
 

REVENUE  EXPENSES  
Tourism Bureau 761,308.20 Tourism Bureau Admin. 171,228.00 
Cooperative Advertising 16,000.00 Tourism Bureau Mrkt. 202,415.10 
Financial Reserves 38,065.41 Public Relations 75,000.00 
  Marketing Firm 293,465.10 
  Website Project 30,000.00 
  Financial Reserves 38,065.41 

  Visitor Center 5,200 
Total Revenue $815,373.61 Total Expenses $815,373.61 

 
Over $580,000 Towards Marketing & Public Relations Activities! 
 

 
2015 – 16 TRADESHOWS & EXPOS 
 
JULY |  

 San Luis Obispo Pride in the Plaza 
 
SEPTEMBER 

 Central Coast Women’s Conference 
 Savor the Central Coast 

 
OCTOBER 

 Los Angeles Ultimate Women’s Expo 
 
JANUARY 

 American Buses Association Conference 
 
FEBURARY 

 San Diego Amazing Pet Expo 
 
MARCH 

 Bay Area Travel & Adventure Show 
 Nevada Women’s Expo 

 
APRIL 

 Arizona Ultimate Women’s Expo 
 
MAY 

 International Pow Wow (IPW) 
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PROMOTIONAL CALENDAR 
 

 August, September & October “Perfect Pairings” 

 November, December & January “Rock the Holidays” 

 January “New Year’s Resolution Destination” 

 February “Romancing the Rock” 

 March “Girlfriend Getaway” 

 April & May “Wheels, Wings, Woofs, & Water” 

 

HOW YOU CAN GET INVOLVED 
 

 MBTBID & MBTB Boards, Committees, Taskforces 

 Share weekly room availability 

 Respond to leads & business opportunities 

 Lodging specials & offers 

 Promotions 

 Pay-to-Play Programs 

 General feedback on our performance 

 Updates of your business 

 Lifestyle Research 
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ATTACHMENT 3

2015‐16 Adopted Budget

2015‐16 Tourism Bureau Assessment Funds 775,406.50$     

Cooperative Advertising (pay to play programs) 16,000.00$       

Financial Reserves 38,770.33$       

Total Revenue 830,176.83$     

Tourism Bureau Administration 171,228.00$     

Tourism Bureau Marketing 209,464.25$     

Public Relations 75,000.00$       

Marketing Firm (Marketing) 300,514.25$     

Website Project 30,000.00$       

Visitor Center Contribution 5,200.00$          

Reserves 38,770.33$       

Total Expenses 830,176.83$     

City Contributions from General Fund

Visitor Center Funding 100,000.00$     

Visitor Center Funding Contribution TBID 5,200.00$          

Event Funding 40,000.00$       

Total City Contributions 145,200.00$     

Visitor Center Administration 105,200.00$     

Event Funding Distribution 40,000.00$       

Total Expenses 145,200.00$     

*Please note: this budget was adopted by the Morro Bay Tourism

Bureau & Morro Bay Tourism Business Improvement District Board.



 

  
Prepared By: ___RL____  Dept Review: ___RL__   
 
City Manager Review:  ________         

 
City Attorney Review:  _________   

Staff Report 
 

TO:   Honorable Mayor and City Council     DATE: May 6, 2015 
 
FROM: Rob Livick, PE/PLS – Public Works Director/City Engineer 
 
SUBJECT: Resolution No. 23-15 Approving the Engineer’s Report and Declaring the Intent to 

Levy the Annual Assessment for the Cloisters Landscaping and Lighting 
Maintenance Assessment District 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends City Council adopt Resolution No. 23-15 declaring the intent to levy the annual 
assessment for the maintenance of the Cloisters Park and Open Space and approving the Engineer’s 
Report.  Additionally, staff recommends Council acknowledge the City’s previous General Fund 
subsidies to the Cloisters Landscaping and Lighting Maintenance Assessment District in the amount of 
$87,743.61, per the attached cash schedule, and ratify those subsidies.  
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
Based on the Engineer’s Report, which estimates the annual costs of maintaining the Cloisters Park and 
Open Space for the upcoming year, the fiscal impact is estimated at $148,944.  Those costs will be offset 
by the collection of an assessment for the same amount from the parcel owners in the Cloisters 
Subdivision.   
 
Last year Council acknowledged the City’s previous General Fund subsidies to the Cloisters 
Landscaping and Lighting Maintenance Assessment District in the amount of $87,743.61; this resulted 
in an estimated $70,670 in the Capital Reserve Fund by the end of FY 2014/2015.  With this year’s 
proposed budget staff is estimating that the fund will reach over $75,000. 
 
SUMMARY 
On April 14, 2015, City Council adopted Resolution No. 14-15, which initiated the proceedings to levy 
the annual assessment to fund the maintenance of the Cloisters Park and Open Space.  As required by 
law, an Engineer’s Report has been prepared detailing the estimated annual assessment for the parcel 
owners for fiscal year 2015/16 and expenditures for the District.  Staff intends to continue to outsource 
certain maintenance tasks within the Assessment District, which may redistribute the expenditure 
estimates.  Upon adoption of Resolution No. 23-15, the next and final step in the annual levy of 
assessment process is the public hearing after which City Council orders the levy of assessment. 

 
AGENDA NO:  B-2 
 
MEETING DATE: May 12, 2015 



 
In 2014, City Council acknowledged the City’s previous subsidies of $87,743.61 from the City’s 
General Fund to cover the District for expenditures that exceeded the revenues achieved through the 
assessments.  Because all but $8,772.93 of those expenditures were made without express Council 
authorization or understanding from the property owners, the Council was advised that they should to 
ratify those subsidies.  That recommendation was also because, as a result of Proposition 218, the 
assessment cannot be increased to recover those subsidies without the property owners’ approval.  
 
BACKGROUND/DISCUSSION 
Tract 1996, known as the Cloisters development, is a 124-lot subdivision bounded by State Highway 
One at the east, Atascadero State Beach at the west, Morro Bay High School at the south, and Azure, 
Coral, and San Jacinto Streets at the north.  
 
The Cloisters, prior to development, was a privately owned 80-plus acre expanse of open land.  Prior to 
development, the property was historically used for lateral and vertical access and contained a large area 
of sensitive sand dunes abutting the eastern edge of Atascadero State Beach.  Prior to development, the 
Cloisters was the subject of various land development proposals including an RV park, a 390-unit 
condominium development, a 466-unit single family residential development, a 455-unit mixed 
residential development, and a 213-unit residential development.  None of these were approved.  
 
It was well known, any development at the Cloisters was going to require a balance between 
continuation of lateral and vertical access within and through the property, while at the same time 
conserving the sensitive plant and wildlife resources present.   
 
Zoning on most of the Cloisters site is Planned Development, Single-Family Residential with the sand 
dunes and wetlands zoned Environmentally Sensitive Habitat (ESH).  The purpose of the Planned 
Development (PD) overlay zone is to provide for detailed and substantial analysis of development on 
parcels, which because of location, size or public ownership, warrant special review. That overlay zone 
was also intended to allow for the modification of, or exemption from, the development standards of the 
primary zone, which would otherwise apply if such action would result in better design or other public 
benefit.  
 
On September 23, 1996, City Council passed Resolution No. 69-96, which accepted the final map for 
Tract 1996 known as the Cloisters Subdivision, consisting of 124 lots.  Lots 1 through 120 were for 
single-family residential purposes, Lots 121, 122 (APN 065-386-005 & 016 on attached Assessor’s 
Map) were for the 27.75-acre park and open space, Lot 124 was dedicated for a fire station and Lot 123 
was offered to the state.  
 
The findings and conditions of approval for the project were numerous.  For example, City Council 
made findings the Cloisters project could cause significant environmental impacts relating to land use, 
visual/aesthetics, affordable housing, traffic generation, air quality noise, geology, drainage and water 
quality, ecological resources, and public services; but those impacts were mitigated by the recommended 
conditions.  In addition, City Council made further findings the Cloisters project was in compliance with 
the specific policies of the General Plan/Land Use Plan (GP/LUP) and Zoning Ordinance with respect to 
protection of views, environmentally sensitive resources, public access, circulation, hazards and other 
requirements so long as the environmental impacts were mitigated.  Finally, City Council made other 



findings the Cloisters project complies with the Morro Bay Municipal Code (MBMC) with respect to 
optional subdivision design and related improvements, and the optional design is justified in order to 
contribute to a better community environment through the dedication of extensive public areas, 
restoration of the ESH area, provision of scenic easements, provision of larger than usual lots adjacent to 
such areas, and maintenance of a consistent lot layout pattern adjacent to existing development on the 
north side of Azure Street.  
 
In order to mitigate the environmental impacts of the project, and to provide a greater than public benefit 
as required in a PD overlay zone, the conditions of approval for the project required the applicant to 
form an assessment district for the maintenance of the public park, bicycle pathway, right-of-way 
landscaping, coastal access ways, ESH restoration areas and any other improved common areas to be 
privately held or dedicated to the City.  The public park area, as well as all open space improvements 
and the assessment district, were part of many detailed discussions during City and Coastal Commission 
hearings.   
 
The assessment district formation proceedings began in August 1996, with all of the owners of the real 
property within the proposed district petitioning the City and consenting in writing to the formation of 
the district pursuant to the Landscape and Lighting Act of 1972.  The assessment district formation 
proceedings concluded with the final public hearing for formation on September 23, 1996, which levied 
the annual assessment of $148,944 for the maintenance of the 27.75 acres of park and open space.  
 
In preparing the various purchase and sale documents for each individual lot, including the Conditions, 
Covenants, and Restrictions, the developer was especially careful to call out the existence of the 
assessment district and to make certain the existence of the assessment district would not come as a 
surprise to anyone who purchased one of the lots.  The Developer assured the City “There will be no 
surprises to prospective owners about the assessments or their amounts.”  
 
In drafting all the project documents, the City and the developer reinforced the special benefits for the 
residents of the Cloisters Project with the public amenities and easements.  Each Cloister’s lot directly 
benefits from the public park, bicycle pathway, right-of-way landscaping, coastal access ways, ESH 
restoration areas and coastal access ways.  There was also created and reserved in favor of each owner in 
the Cloisters Development, Conservation Space in parcels 065-386-005 & 0065-386-016, and a Scenic 
Conservation Easement in parcel 065-386-020 for view, open space, scenic, passive recreation and 
coastal access, none of which will be developed with any improvements or structures, unless necessary 
and proper for the restoration and maintenance of the Environmentally Sensitive Habitat Area.  
 
Each year since its formation, the City has used the same assessment rates and methodology, and 
assessed the Cloisters homeowners $148,944 for the continued maintenance and operation of the public 
park, bicycle pathway, right-of-way landscaping, coastal access ways, ESH restoration areas and coastal 
access ways as required by the conditions of approval and pursuant to the Landscape and Lighting Act 
of 1972.   Unfortunately, the assessment district does not have a built-in cost of living increase, so each 
year the assessment does not automatically increase. The assessment has remained at the original 
$148,944, even though costs to maintain the accessed parcels (065-386-005 & 065-386-016) have 
consistently increased over the years.  
 
 



Now the assessment district reserve fund is nearing $75,000 staff will work with the Cloisters residents 
planning a Major Maintenance Program.  Preliminarily items that will require a significant expenditure 
include:  replacement of interpretive panels ($15,000) and the pavement maintenance for the path system 
($39,000).  
 
CONCLUSION 
The process for the annual levy of assessment for the Cloisters Landscaping and Lighting Maintenance 
Assessment District requires the City Council receive the Engineer’s Report, approve and/or modify the 
report and adopt a Resolution of Intention.  The Resolution of Intention gives notice of the time, date 
and place for a public hearing by the City Council on the issue of the levy of assessment.  The public 
hearing has been set for June 23, 2015, at the Veteran's Memorial Building.  Upon adoption, a summary 
of the Resolution of Intention shall be published in the newspaper as a legal notice of public hearing, to 
which all interested parties are afforded the opportunity to be heard either through written or oral 
communication.  In addition, the City sends public notices via first class mail to all property owners of 
record in the District.  Upon completion of the public hearing on June 23, 2015, the City Council may 
adopt the resolution ordering the levy of the annual assessment. 
  
ATTACHMENT 
Engineer’s Report 



RESOLUTION NO. 23-15 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF MORRO BAY, CALIFORNIA, 

DECLARING THE CITY’S INTENTION TO LEVY THE ANNUAL ASSESSMENT  
FOR CLOISTERS LANDSCAPING AND LIGHTING MAINTENANCE ASSESSMENT 

DISTRICT PURSUANT TO THE “LANDSCAPING AND LIGHTING ACT OF 1972” 
(STREETS AND HIGHWAYS SECTIONS 22500 ET.SEQ.) 

 
T H E   C I T Y   C O U N C I L 
City of Morro Bay, California 

 
 WHEREAS, all property owners of the Cloisters subdivision requested the City of 
Morro Bay form a maintenance assessment district to fund the maintenance of the Cloisters Park 
and Open Space; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Landscaping and Lighting Act of 1972 (Streets and Highways Code 
sections 22500 et. seq.) (the "Act") enables the City to form assessment districts for the purpose 
of maintaining public improvements; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 22623 of the Act, the City Engineer has filed in the 
Office of the City Clerk, and submitted for review to the City Council, a report entitled 
"Engineer’s Report - Cloisters Landscaping and Lighting Maintenance Assessment District", 
dated May 6, 2015, prepared in accordance with Article 4 of the Act, commencing with Section 
22565; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 22608.2 of the Act, the subdivider was required by City 
Ordinance to install improvements for which an assessment district was required in order to 
assure continued and uninterrupted maintenance of the Cloisters Park and Open Space; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to the intent of Article XIII, Section 4, of the California 
Constitution, the property owners have elected to form the Cloisters Landscaping and Lighting 
Maintenance Assessment District. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Morro 
Bay it is the intent of the Council to order the annual levy and collection of assessments for the 
Cloisters Landscaping and Lighting Maintenance Assessment District at a public hearing to be 
held at the Regular City Council Meeting on June 23, 2015 in the Veteran's Memorial Building, 
209 Surf Street, Morro Bay, CA. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the improvements to be maintained at the Cloisters 
Park and Open Space are specified in the Engineer's Report dated May 6, 2015, which is hereby 
approved. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the assessment upon assessable lots within the district 
is proposed to total $148,944 or $1,241.20 per assessable parcel for Fiscal Year 2015/16. 
 



 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, Staff is directed to develop a Major Maintenance 
Program that will address items requiring significant expenditures including:  Replacement of 
interpretive panels ($15,000) and the pavement maintenance for the path system ($39,000) and 
address those items in FY 2015/2016. 
 
 PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Morro Bay at a regular 
meeting held on this 12th day of May, 2015 by the following roll call vote: 
 
AYES: 
NOES: 
ABSENT: 
 

                               
                                 _______________________________    

                JAMIE L. IRONS, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
          
__________________________________ 
DANA SWANSON, City Clerk 
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AFFIDAVIT FOR THE ENGINEER’S ANNUAL REPORT 

 

 

CITY OF MORRO BAY 

 

CLOISTERS 

LANDSCAPING AND LIGHTING 

MAINTENANCE ASSESSMENT DISTRICT 

 

This report describes the proposed maintenance, improvements, budgets, zone of benefit and 

assessments to be levied on parcels of land within the Cloisters Landscaping and Lighting 

Maintenance Assessment District for the fiscal year 2015/2016, as the same existed at the time of the 

passage of the Resolution of Intention.  Reference is hereby made to the San Luis Obispo County 

Assessor’s maps for a detailed description of the lines and dimensions of parcels within the District.  

The undersigned respectfully submits the enclosed Report as directed by the City Council and, to the 

best of my knowledge, information, belief, the report, the assessments and diagrams have been 

prepared and computed in pursuant to the Landscaping and Lighting Act of 1972. 

 

 

 

Dated this__________  day of ___________, 2015 

 

 

 

 

_________________________________________________ 

Rob Livick, PE/PLS – Public Services Director/City Engineer 
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CITY OF MORRO BAY 

CLOISTERS 

LANDSCAPING AND LIGHTING 

MAINTENANCE ASSESSMENT DISTRICT 

 

ENGINEER’S REPORT 

 

I. Project Description 

Tract 1996, known as the Cloisters development, is a 124 lot subdivision bounded by State Highway 

One at the east, Atascadero State Beach at the west, Morro Bay High School at the south, and Azure, 

Coral, and San Jacinto Streets at the north (the “Cloisters”).  

 

The Cloisters, prior to development, was a privately owned 80-plus acre expanse of open land.  Prior 

to development the property was historically used for lateral and vertical access and contained a large 

area of sensitive sand dunes abutting the eastern edge of Atascadero State Beach. Prior to 

development, the Cloisters was the subject of various land development proposals including an RV 

park, a 390-unit condominium development, a 466-unit single family residential development, a 455-

unit mixed residential development, and a 213-unit residential development. The City of Morro Bay 

(the “City”) approved none of these development proposals. 

 

It was well known that any development at the Cloisters was going to require a balance between 

continuation of lateral and vertical access within and through the property, while at the same time 

conserving the sensitive plant and wildlife resources present.   In addition, the negative impacts of 

development on the site would have to be sufficiently offset by public resources and public amenities 

from the site. 

  

Zoning on most of the Cloisters site is Planned Development, Single-Family Residential with the 

sand dunes and wetlands zoned Environmentally Sensitive Habitat (ESH).  The purpose of the 

Planned Development (PD) overlay zone is to provide for detailed and substantial analysis of 

development on parcels, which because of location, size or public ownership, warrant special review. 

This overlay zone is also intended to allow for the modification of or exemption from the 

development standards of the primary zone which would otherwise apply if such action would result 

in better design or other public benefit.  

 

On September 23, 1996 the City Council passed Resolution No. 69-96 which accepted the final map 

for Tract 1996 known as the Cloisters Subdivision, consisting of 124 lots. Lots 1 through 120 were 

for single-family residential purposes. Lots 121, 122 were for the 27.65-acre park and open space and 

Lot 124 was dedicated for a fire station and Lot 123 was offered to the state.  

  

  

The findings and conditions of approval for the project were numerous. For example, the City 

Council made findings that the Cloisters project could cause significant environmental impacts 
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relating to land use, visual/aesthetics, affordable housing, traffic generation, air quality noise, 

geology, drainage and water quality, ecological resources, and public services; but that these impacts 

can be mitigated by the recommended conditions. In addition, the City Council made further findings 

that the Cloisters project was in compliance with the specific policies of the GP/LUP and zoning 

ordinance with respect to protection of views, environmentally sensitive resources, public access, 

circulation, hazards and other requirements so long as the environmental impacts were mitigated.  

Finally, the City Council made further findings that the Cloisters project complies with MBMC with 

respect to optional subdivision design and related improvements, and that the optional design is 

justified in order to contribute to a better community environment through the dedication of 

extensive public areas, restoration of the ESH area, provision of scenic easements, and provision of 

larger than usual lots adjacent to such areas, and maintenance of a consistent lot layout pattern 

adjacent to existing development on the north side of Azure Street.  

 

In order to mitigate the environmental impacts of the project, and to provide a greater public benefit 

as required in a PD overlay zone, the conditions of approval for the project required the applicant to 

form an assessment district for the maintenance of the public park, bicycle pathway, right of way 

landscaping, coastal accessways, ESH restoration areas and any other improved common areas to be 

privately held or dedicated to the City. The public park area, as well as all open space improvements 

and the assessment district were part of many detailed discussions during each City and Coastal 

Commission hearings. Without this Condition of Approval and the creation of the assessment 

district, the project would not have been approved and there would not be a Cloisters Development. 

  

The assessment district formation proceedings began in August 1996, when  all of the owners of the 

real property within the proposed district consented in writing to the formation of the Cloisters 

Landscaping and Lighting Maintenance Assessment District (the “District”) pursuant to the 

Landscaping and Lighting Act of 1972 (the “Act”). The assessment district formation proceedings 

concluded with the final public hearing for formation on September 23, 1996, which levied the 

annual assessment of $148,944   (the “Assessment”) for the maintenance of the thirty-four (34) acres 

of public resource lands including open space and natural lands, wetland area and pond used for 

drainage mitigation for homes constructed in Cloisters, median landscaping, street trees, a 

neighborhood park and recreation area, fencing and other public improvements.  

 

In preparing the various purchase and sale documents for each individual lot, including the 

Conditions, Covenants, and Restrictions, the owners and developer were especially careful to call out 

the existence of the assessment district and to make certain that the existence of assessment district 

was disclosed to anyone who purchased one of these lots.  In drafting all the project documents, the 

City and the developer reinforced the special benefits for the residents of the Cloisters Project from 

the public amenities and easements maintained by the Assessments.  Moreover, the City and the 

developer clearly understood that the creation and of the Assessments was necessary for the approval 

of residential development within the Cloisters Project.  

 

II. Improvements 

The work and improvements to be undertaken for the Cloisters Landscaping and Lighting 

Maintenance Assessment District, and the costs thereof paid from the levy of the annual assessments 
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(the “Improvements”), are generally described as follows: 

 

Replacement, maintenance and servicing of improvements, including but not limited  to, turf, ground 

cover, shrubs, and trees, other landscaping, irrigation systems, fencing, signage, trails, walkways, 

recreation facilities lighting, restroom facilities, parking and all necessary appurtenances, and labor, 

materials, supplies, utilities and equipment.  The public resources maintained and improved by the 

assessments from the District are further summarized as follows: 

 

 4 acres of park land 

 18.15 acres of open space meadow and natural land 

 5.5 acres of wetland 

 1.6 acres of medians and parkways within the public right-of-ways 

 

Within those areas, the following improvements are maintained and improved by the assessments: 

 

Landscaping 

1. Demonstration garden 

2. Planted medians 

3. Hydro-seeded planting areas 

4. Irrigation system (spray and 

drip) 

5. Scrub/meadow plantings 

6. Street trees 

7. Trees & shrubs along the 

sound wall 

8. Turf 

9. Wetland plantings 

10. Willows 

11. Wetland area and pond 

 

Hardscaping 

12. Asphalt path system  

13. Concrete walks 

14. Parking lot 

15. Decomposed granite paths 

16. Play area surfacing 

17. Bridges 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Facilities and misceleanous 

18. Barbeques 

19. Bike rack 

20. Benches  

21. Coastal access ways 

22. Directional signs 

23. Drainage systems 

24. Drinking fountains 

25. Fences- 6’ and 3’ solid 

26. Gabion channels  

27. Habitat Area (ESHA) fencing 

and keep out signs 

28. Habitat fencing  

29. Interpretive Panels 

30. Light bollards  

31. Monuments with lights 

32. Observation pier 

33. Picnic tables 

34. Play equipment and sand lot 

35. Restroom  

36. Sound wall 

37. Trash cans 
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For a detailed description of the improvements, refer to the plans and specifications for Tract 1996 

on file in the office of the City Engineer. 

 

III. Method of Assessment 

 

This section of the Engineer's Report includes an explanation of the benefits to be derived from the 

installation, maintenance and servicing of the improvements; and the methodology used to apportion 

the total assessment to properties within the District. 

 

The Assessment is an annual assessment pursuant to the Act, which was established prior to the 

effective date for Proposition 218 and which meets the conditions in Article XIIID Section 5 of the 

California Constitution.  Therefore, the Assessment is exempt from the requirements for new or 

increased assessments imposed by Article XIIID. 

 

The proceeds from the District are being used to fund the maintenance and upkeep of public 

resources within the Cloisters development project for the special benefit of the properties located 

within this project.  In absence of the Assessments, such improvements would not be provided and 

the properties within the District would be negatively impacted by the demise and deterioration of 

the landscaping, median improvements, street trees, turf areas, open space lands, drainage areas, 

fencing, pathways and other improvements maintained by the Assessments and located within the 

District.  Therefore, the continued maintenance and upkeep of these important improvements is a 

distinct and special benefit to properties within the District.   

 

Easements were also created and reserved in favor of each owner in the Cloisters Development for 

view, open space, scenic, passive recreation and coastal access across the entirety of LOTS 121, 122 

and 123, which shall not be developed with any improvements or structures unless necessary and 

proper for the restoration and maintenance of the Environmentally Sensitive Habitat Area. This is 

another distinct and special benefit conferred on property within the District. 

 

Moreover, these improvements, and their continued maintenance, were an original requirement for 

the creation of the residential single family lots within Cloisters and the subsequent development of 

residential housing in the project.
1
  Without the Assessments, these residential lots would not have 

been approved and created.  Consequently, the creation of the residential lots approved for residential 

development is the primary special benefit from the Assessments. This special benefit is conferred 

exclusively on property within the District and is not a general benefit to the public at large. 

 

IV. Maintenance Tasks 

A list of maintenance tasks required to maintain the Cloisters Park and Open Space in acceptable 

condition for public use was developed by the City Recreation and Parks Department based on 

maintenance standards established for existing parks within the City and is included in this report as 

Attachment A. 

 

V. Maintenance Costs 

The estimated annual cost of maintaining the Cloisters Park and Open Space was developed by the 

Recreation and Parks Department based on the tasks required and the City’s Flat Rate Manual for 

Parks Maintenance.  The annual cost of maintenance, including any reserves, for the 2015/16 fiscal 

year is estimated to be $148,944.  The cost estimate is included in this report as Attachment B.   

                                                           

1 .  It should be noted that the Assessments were unanimously approved prior to Proposition 218 by the owners of all 

property within the District.  
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VI. Apportionment of Assessment 

 

The total assessment for the District is apportioned to each of the one hundred and twenty residential 

lots equally.  Lots 121 and 122 (Parcel 1) Cloisters Park and Open Space, Lot 124 (dedicated for a 

fire station-and currently vacant) and Lot 123 (now Parcel 2) was offered to the State: are not 

assessed.  Individual assessments are listed in the following table: 

 

Parcel/Assessment Table 

 

 
 

Lot Number 

 
County Assessor’s 

Parcel Number 

 
 

Annual Assessment 
 

1 
 

065-387-001 
 

$1,241.20 
 

2 
 

065-387-002 
 

$1,241.20 
 

3 
 

065-387-003 
 

$1,241.20 
 

4 
 

065-387-004 
 

$1,241.20 
 

5 
 

065-387-005 
 

$1,241.20 
 

6 
 

065-387-006 
 

$1,241.20 
 

7 
 

065-387-007 
 

$1,241.20 
 

8 
 

065-387-008 
 

$1,241.20 
 

9 
 

065-387-009 
 

$1,241.20 
 

10 
 

065-387-010 
 

$1,241.20 
 

11 
 

065-387-011 
 

$1,241.20 
 

12 
 

065-387-012 
 

$1,241.20 
 

13 
 

065-387-013 
 

$1,241.20 
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Lot Number 

 
County Assessor’s 

Parcel Number 

 
 

Annual Assessment 
 

14 
 

065-387-014 
 

$1,241.20 
 

15 
 

065-387-015 
 

$1,241.20 
 

16 
 

065-387-016 
 

$1,241.20 
 

17 
 

065-387-017 
 

$1,241.20 
 

18 
 

065-387-018 
 

$1,241.20 
 

19 
 

065-387-019 
 

$1,241.20 
 

20 
 

065-387-053 
 

$1,241.20 
 

21 
 

065-387-054 
 

$1,241.20 
 

22 
 

065-387-055 
 

$1,241.20 
 

23 
 

065-387-023 
 

$1,241.20 
 

24 
 

065-387-024 
 

$1,241.20 
 

25 
 

065-387-025 
 

$1,241.20 
 

26 
 

065-387-026 
 

$1,241.20 
 

27 
 

065-387-027 
 

$1,241.20 
 

28 
 

065-387-028 
 

$1,241.20 
 

29 
 

065-387-029 
 

$1,241.20 
 

30 
 

065-387-030 
 

$1,241.20 
 

31 
 

065-387-031 
 

$1,241.20 
 

32 
 

065-387-032 
 

$1,241.20 
 

33 
 

065-387-033 
 

$1,241.20 
 

34 
 

065-387-034 
 

$1,241.20 
 

35 
 

065-387-035 
 

$1,241.20 
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Lot Number 

 
County Assessor’s 

Parcel Number 

 
 

Annual Assessment 
 

36 
 

065-387-036 
 

$1,241.20 
 

37 
 

065-387-037 
 

$1,241.20 
 

38 
 

065-387-038 
 

$1,241.20 
 

39 
 

065-387-039 
 

$1,241.20 
 

40 
 

065-387-040 
 

$1,241.20 
 

41 
 

065-387-041 
 

$1,241.20 
 

42 
 

065-387-042 
 

$1,241.20 
 

43 
 

065-387-043 
 

$1,241.20 
 

44 
 

065-387-044 
 

$1,241.20 
 

45 
 

065-387-045 
 

$1,241.20 
 

46 
 

065-388-001 
 

$1,241.20 
 

47 
 

065-388-002 
 

$1,241.20 
 

48 
 

065-388-003 
 

$1,241.20 
 

49 
 

065-388-004 
 

$1,241.20 
 

50 
 

065-388-005 
 

$1,241.20 
 

51 
 

065-388-006 
 

$1,241.20 
 

52 
 

065-388-007 
 

$1,241.20 
 

53 
 

065-388-008 
 

$1,241.20 
 

54 
 

065-388-009 
 

$1,241.20 
 

55 
 

065-388-010 
 

$1,241.20 
 

56 
 

065-388-011 
 

$1,241.20 
 

57 
 

065-388-012 
 

$1,241.20 
 

58 
 

065-388-013 
 

$1,241.20 
 

59 
 

065-388-014 
 

$1,241.20 
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Lot Number 

 
County Assessor’s 

Parcel Number 

 
 

Annual Assessment 
 

60 
 

065-388-015 
 

$1,241.20 
 

61 
 

065-388-016 
 

$1,241.20 
 

62 
 

065-388-017 
 

$1,241.20 
 

63 
 

065-388-018 
 

$1,241.20 
 

64 
 

065-388-019 
 

$1,241.20 
 

65 
 

065-388-020 
 

$1,241.20 
 

66 
 

065-388-021 
 

$1,241.20 
 

67 
 

065-388-022 
 

$1,241.20 
 

68 
 

065-388-023 
 

$1,241.20 
 

69 
 

065-388-024 
 

$1,241.20 
 

70 
 

065-388-025 
 

$1,241.20 
 

71 
 

065-388-026 
 

$1,241.20 
 

72 
 

065-388-027 
 

$1,241.20 
 

73 
 

065-388-028 
 

$1,241.20 
 

74 
 

065-388-029 
 

$1,241.20 
 

75 
 

065-388-030 
 

$1,241.20 
 

76 
 

065-388-031 
 

$1,241.20 
 

77 
 

065-388-032 
 

$1,241.20 
 

78 
 

065-388-033 
 

$1,241.20 
 

79 
 

065-388-034 
 

$1,241.20 
 

80 
 

065-388-035 
 

$1,241.20 
 

81 
 

065-388-036 
 

$1,241.20 
 

82 
 

065-388-037 
 

$1,241.20 
 

83 
 

065-388-038 
 

$1,241.20 
 

84 
 

065-388-039 
 

$1,241.20 
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Lot Number 

 
County Assessor’s 

Parcel Number 

 
 

Annual Assessment 
 

85 
 

065-388-040 
 

$1,241.20 
 

86 
 

065-388-041 
 

$1,241.20 
 

87 
 

065-388-042 
 

$1,241.20 
 

88 
 

065-388-043 
 

$1,241.20 
 

89 
 

065-388-044 
 

$1,241.20 
 

90 
 

065-388-045 
 

$1,241.20 
 

91 
 

065-388-046 
 

$1,241.20 
 

92 
 

065-388-047 
 

$1,241.20 
 

93 
 

065-388-048 
 

$1,241.20 
 

94 
 

065-388-049 
 

$1,241.20 
 

95 
 

065-388-050 
 

$1,241.20 
 

96 
 

065-388-051 
 

$1,241.20 
 

97 
 

065-388-052 
 

$1,241.20 
 

98 
 

065-388-053 
 

$1,241.20 
 

99 
 

065-388-054 
 

$1,241.20 
 

100 
 

065-388-055 
 

$1,241.20 
 

101 
 

065-388-056 
 

$1,241.20 
 

102 
 

065-388-057 
 

$1,241.20 
 

103 
 

065-388-058 
 

$1,241.20 
 

104 
 

065-388-059 
 

$1,241.20 
 

105 
 

065-388-060 
 

$1,241.20 
 

106 
 

065-388-061 
 

$1,241.20 
 

107 
 

065-388-062 
 

$1,241.20 
 

108 
 

065-388-063 
 

$1,241.20 
 

109 
 

065-388-064 
 

$1,241.20 

 

 
 

 
County Assessor’s 
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Lot Number Parcel Number Annual Assessment 
 

110 
 

065-388-065 
 

$1,241.20 
 

111 
 

065-388-066 
 

$1,241.20 
 

112 
 

065-388-067 
 

$1,241.20 
 

113 
 

065-388-068 
 

$1,241.20 
 

114 
 

065-388-069 
 

$1,241.20 
 

115 
 

065-388-070 
 

$1,241.20 
 

116 
 

065-388-071 
 

$1,241.20 
 

117 
 

065-388-072 
 

$1,241.20 
 

118 
 

065-388-073 
 

$1,241.20 
 

119 
 

065-388-074 
 

$1,241.20 
 

120 
 

065-388-075 
 

$1,241.20 
 

121 
 

065-386-005 
 

0 
 

122 Parcel 1 
 

065-386-016 
 

0 
 

123 Parcel 2 
 

065-386-017 

065-386-018 

065-386-019 

065-386-012 

065-386-013 

065-386-014 

065-386-010 

 
0 

 
124 

 
065-386-015 

 
0 
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Attachment A 

 

CLOISTERS PARK AND OPEN SPACE 

MAINTENANCE TASKS 

 

ROUTINE MAINTENANCE TASKS 
 

 Review for vandalism/repair 

 Outdoor  

Pick-up  trash 

      paper 

      cigarette butts 

   Empty   6 trash cans 

   Clean   7 tables 

      2 drinking fountains 

   Check   6 interpretive panels 

      2 barbeques 

      bike paths 

      walkways 

      2 bridges 

      2 coastal access ways 

      1 observation pier 

      1 bike rack 

      2 play apparatus 

      25 light bollards 

      play area surface 

      1 Planter Bed (former demonstration garden) 

   Clean   3 toilets 

      1 urinal 

      2 sinks 

      restroom floors/walls 

 18 benches 

 restock restrooms 

  

WEEKLY OR AS NEEDED 

 Mow turf 

 Edge turf 

 Remove weeds from demonstration garden, medians, planters 

 Trim turf around trees, posts and other hard to reach areas 

 Check and replace failed lamps 

 Blow all walkways, observation deck and parking lot 
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Attachment A 

 

CLOISTERS PARK AND OPEN SPACE 

MAINTENANCE TASKS 

 
BI-WEEKLY OR AS NEEDED 

 Rake/redistribute gravel under picnic tables and benches 

 Empty barbeques of ashes 

 Litter pick-up open space area 

 

MONTHLY OR AS NEEDED 

 Check new trees and plantings 

 Check/repair sprinkler system 

 Trim trees and bushes as needed 

 Critical parts inspection 

 New plantings 

 

BI-ANNUALLY OR AS NEEDED 

 Fertilize turf/planter areas 

 Paint restrooms, structures, signs, etc. 

 Seed and aerate turf areas 

 

ANNUALLY OR AS NEEDED 

 General safety inspection 

 Annual tree pruning 

 

AS NEEDED 

 Remove graffiti 

 Pest/gopher control 

 Trim and spray paths 

 Mow open space area 

 Wetland observation/maintenance 
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TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS 

FOR 

Landscape Maintenance  

Cloisters Landscaping and Lighting Maintenance Assessment District 

 

LITTER CONTROL 

  Litter is to be picked up as encountered during scheduled visits to each designated area. Particular 

care must be given to the removal of fecal matter from highly traveled and highly visible areas. 

 

 Trash removal from garbage cans as specified on the Project Area Map. Cans are to be dumped 

per the distributed seasonal frequency schedule. 

 

 All debris removed from the work site at the end of each work day.  

 

WALKWAYS/ HARDSCAPE/PARKING LOT 

  Walkways and median hardscape and parking lots will be cleaned per the seasonal frequency 

schedule. All foreign objects, trash and weeds are to be removed from surfaces. Trash, clippings 

and foreign objects will be removed from the site. 

 

  A blow pack may used to clean walkways and median hardscape between 8:00 a.m. till 4:00 p.m., 

Monday through Friday only.  All litter gathered by a blow pack must be picked up and removed 

from the site.  

 

  Walkways and median hardscape shall be kept clear of all shrubs and ground cover. Prune shrubs 

and ground cover as necessary to maintain safety. 

 

IRRIGATION 

  All irrigation schedules shall comply with City watering restrictions, Irrigation shall be 

programmed to maintain proper plant growth in all areas.  

 

  Proper maintenance and/or replacement of all irrigation systems and their component parts is 

required. This includes, but is not limited to, valve boxes and lids, gate valves, quick couplers, 

mainlines and laterals, all fittings and riser assemblies, hose bibs, sprinkler heads and emitters, 

wiring, backflow devices, remote control valves, irrigation controllers and enclosures.  

 

  Automatic controllers will be programmed for seasonal water requirements. Each automatic 

system will be checked monthly for proper operation. 

 

  Where automatic sprinkler systems do not exist, manual watering all plant material is required. 

 

  Irrigation system requires monitoring of water usage at or below a three year running historical 

average.  
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PEST CONTROL 

  Control and elimination of weeds, insects, rodents and diseases affecting all vegetation using 

material and methods that are non-injurious to the plants as well as citizens and pets is required. 

 

BIKE PATHS AND PEDESTRIAN WALKWAY MAINTENANCE 

  The path and/or walkway will be inspected on a daily basis, to ensure it is in safe condition. 

Inspections will include checking the condition of path and/or walkway surface, for erosion 

and drainage problems in the path and/or walkway corridor, for required clearances 

(vegetation encroachment or fallen trees), and for condition and proper function of path 

and/or walkway furnishings and amenities including signs, gates, bollards, fencing, benches, 

etc. Inspections after storm events are recommended to check for erosion, drainage problems 

and fallen trees or debris blocking the trail surface. The removal of invasive species from 

much of the path and/or walkway will assist in the restoration of native habitats, the 

diversifying of plant species present along the trail, and the improvement  of the health, 

vigor and longevity of existing vegetation. 

 

  The grass shoulder adjacent to the path and/or walkway shall be kept to a maximum height of 

4” throughout the growing season.  

 

  Erosion of the path and/or walkway surface, shoulders, base and sub-base courses can create 

hazardous conditions for trail users and compromise the structural integrity of the path and/or 

walkway. 

 

  Signs are critical to the safe and convenient functioning of the path and/or walkway and must 

be kept graffiti free and free of obstructions, such as vegetation.   

  Site furnishings and signs are typically constructed of wood or metal.  They should be 

inspected weekly to check for graffiti, splintering, chipped paint or general deterioration or 

damage. 

 

  A weekly schedule of litter and trash pickup shall be developed to keep the path and/or 

walkway clean. Path and/or walkway users should be encouraged through appropriate 

signage to clean up after themselves and to pick up litter they find as they use the trail.   Dog 

litter shall be removed daily. 

 

RIGHT OF WAY PLANTERS/ MEDIAN STRIP MAINTENANCE 

  Edging and pruning is to be done per the seasonal frequency schedule. Plant growth shall not 

encroach onto sidewalk, roadway or other hardscape, along fences and walls. Chemical 

application is not an acceptable method for ground cover edging. 

 

  All ground cover shall be maintained in a weed free condition. 

 

  Ground cover fertilizer shall be a complete slow release fertilizer equal to a ratio of 15-15, 15 

evenly broadcast at the minimum rate of five (5) pounds per one thousand (1,000) square feet of 

ground cover area, per application.  
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  Bark mulch will be maintained in shrub beds as per the task frequency schedule. Bark mulch to be 

refreshed seasonally and/or as needed.  

 

IRRIGATED LANDSCAPE AREA MAINTENANCE 

  All plants and shrubbery shall be pruned to encourage healthy growth habits for shape and 

appearance according to accepted industry standard. Pruning shall be done according to the 

natural growth of each individual species of plant to maintain viability by cutting out dead, 

diseased or injured wood and to control growth when an unshapely shrub may result. Shrubbery 

adjacent to walkways and roadways must be kept pruned, avoiding safety hazards in traveled 

areas. 

 

  Irrigated landscape beds shall be maintained in a weed free condition.  Shrub beds shall be raked 

free of all debris, weeds and leaves and maintained in a neat condition during each work session. 

 

  Bark mulch will be maintained in shrub beds as per the task frequency schedule. Mulch to be 

refreshed seasonally and/or as needed. 

 

  Shrubs and shrub beds shall be fertilized per the seasonal task frequency schedule. 

 

  Shrub fertilizer shall be a complete slow release fertilizer equal to a ratio of 25-5-5 evenly 

broadcast at the minimum rate of five (5) pounds per one thousand (1,000) square feet of ground 

cover area, per application. 

 

  All fence lines, curbs, gutters, asphalt paths, parking lots, signs and other structures shall be free 

of all weeds. 

 

TREE BED/ WALK-ON BARK AREA MAINTENANCE 

  All ground cover shall be maintained in a weed free condition. 

 

  Bark mulch will be maintained in shrub beds as per the task frequency schedule. Contractor to 

refreshed bark mulch seasonally and/or as needed.  

 

TREE MAINTENANCE 

  All tree pruning activities shall be performed only by trained, experienced personnel. 

Supervision shall be by a Western Chapter International Society of Arboriculture Certified 

Arborist complying with WCISA Pruning Standards or ANSI 300 specifications. 

 

  All trees shall be pruned to provide pedestrian and vehicular clearance. 

 

  All tree wells are to be kept clear of trash, suckers and weeds.   No structural changes are to 

be made. 

 

  All trees must be supported sufficiently. This includes, but is not limited to minor repairs 

consisting of replacing or repairing ties, refastening boards and, braces and removal of 
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nursery stakes.  All staking and ties shall be done in a way to avoid tripping hazards. Tree 

stakes or ties shall be removed promptly once their function has been completed.  

 

TURF MAINTENANCE 

  Mowing operations shall be performed in a workmanlike manner that ensures a smooth 

appearance without scalping or allowing excessive cuttings to remain.    

 

  Turf shall be mowed with a reel type mower equipped with rollers or a rotary type mower.  All 

equipment shall be adjusted to the proper cutting height and shall be adequately sharpened. 

 

  Mowing height shall be three inches (3”) for all turf areas.  Mowing height may vary for special 

events and conditions as determined by the City of Morro Bay.  Any and all litter and trash must 

be removed before the mowing operation.  Walkways shall be cleaned immediately following 

each mowing operation. 

 

  All turf areas will be mowed per the seasonal task frequency schedule.  This is generally split into 

the warm season- April through October, and the cool season- November through March.  

Mowing will be scheduled to occur Monday through Friday. 

 

  All turf edges, including but not limited to sidewalks, driveways, curbs, shrub beds, ground cover 

beds, tree basins and open space areas shall be edged to a neat and uniform line; all grass invasion 

must be eliminated.  All turf edges shall be trimmed and limited around sprinklers, valve boxes, 

meter boxes, backflow devices, park equipment and other obstacles. 

 

 Weed-eater type string trimmers may be used for edging.   Use of string type trimmers requires 

caution near trees and plants. 

 

 When a power edger with a rigid blade is used, the edging of turf shall be completed as one 

operation in a manner that avoids damage to concrete sidewalks and borders and results in a well-

defined, V-shaped edge that extends into the soil. 

 

 Chemical application for edging may be used in and around areas such as planter, areas adjacent 

to building, trees, fence lines, sprinkler heads, etc.   Prior to application of any chemical, all areas 

shall be trimmed to the property height.   

 

 All turf shall be fertilized per seasonal task frequency schedule.  Turf fertilizer shall be a complete 

fertilizer, evenly broadcast at the minimum rate of one (1) pound actual available nitrogen per 

one-thousand (1,000) square feet of turf area, per application.  Applications shall be as follows; 

16-8-8 applied in May; 22-3-9 (slow release) applied in January. 

 

 Turf areas shall be aerated per the seasonal task frequency schedule. 

 

 Turf areas shall be maintained in a weed free condition. 
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WEED CONTROL- MISCELLANEOUS OPEN SPACE AREAS/ DETENTION BASINS 

  Designated open space, non-irrigated areas and detention basins are to be mowed or weed-

whipped seasonally (approximately three to four times per year 

 

  All noxious weeds are to be removed and discarded. 

 

  All fence lines, light standard bases, tree wells, sidewalks, curbs, gutters, asphalt berms, parking 

lots, signs and other structures shall be free of all weeds. 

 

WETLANDS 

  Designated Wetland maintenance must be coordinated with City of Morro Bay Maintenance Staff 

and within the State Fish and Game guidelines as stated on current maintenance permit.  

 

RESTROOM 

  Restroom sanitation is the process of cleaning and sanitizing restrooms to keep them safe and in 

proper working order.  Cleaning and sanitizing is required daily.   

 

  Service and refill all dispensers to include soap, paper towel, toilet tissue; and empty sanitary 

napkin and waste receptacles.  Ensure all dispensers are in good working order and properly 

cleaned. 

 

  Clean and disinfect toilets, urinal and wash basins.  Liquid bowl cleaner shall be used as needed to 

prevent stains and lime buildup. 

 

  Floors shall be swept daily and pressure washed as needed. 
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Attachment B 

 

CLOISTERS LANDSCAPING AND LIGHTING MAINTENANCE 

ASSESSMENT DISTRICT 

MAY 2015/2016 

 

NAME:  Cloisters Landscaping and Lighting Maintenance Assessment District 

 

DIAGRAM:   Attached 

 

PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS:  Attached.  No bonds or notes will be issued for this 

Maintenance Assessment District. 

 

ESTIMATED COST OF MAINTENANCE:  The following outlines the estimated budget for 

the maintenance of the Cloisters Park and Open Space for fiscal year 2015/16.  It also provides a 

look back at the three previous fiscal years including the current year with expenses as of April 

30, 2015. 

 
City of Morro Bay

Budget Worksheet Report

Account 

Number

2013 

Actual 

Amount

2014 Actual 

Amount

2015 

Amended 

Budget

2015 YTD 

Actual 

Amount

3018 $0.00 $151,429.00 $148,944.00 $91,876.80 

$0.00 $151,429.00 $148,944.00 $91,876.80 

$0.00 $151,429.00 $148,944.00 $91,876.80 

Interest Income $154.00 

$87,444.00 

$0.00 $239,027.00 $148,944.00 $91,876.80 

4999 $0.00 $2,856.17 $3,500.00 $1,159.96 

$0.00 $3,850.26 $4,500.00 $1,666.54 

5199 $0.00 $519.90 $1,000.00 $21.83 

5501 $0.00 $1,388.55 $2,000.00 $393.53 

$0.00 $1,931.38 $3,000.00 $415.36 

6104 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 A

s6106 $0.00 $92,163.80 $90,000.00 $50,084.76 

6300 $0.00 $26,049.62 $28,000.00 $8,408.40 

$0.00 $120,878.88 $121,500.00 $58,493.16 

$0.00 $126,660.52 $129,000.00 $60,575.06 

$8,221.00 $151,429.00 $148,944.00 $91,876.80 

$0.00 $126,660.52 $129,000.00 $60,575.06 

$8,221.00 $24,768.48 $19,944.00 $31,301.74 

Ending Cash Balance (86,912.00) (61,641.00) 50,726.00 70,670.00 70,670.00 75,114.00

Fund Total: Cloisters Park Maint AD $0.00 $4,444.00 

Revenue Totals: $0.00 $148,944.00 

Expense Totals $0.00 $144,500.00 

Total: Services $0.00 $139,000.00 

Department Total: Cloisters Park $0.00 $144,500.00 

Utilit ies $0.00 $30,000.00 

Contractural Services $0.00 $99,000.00 

Total: Supplies $0.00 $3,000.00 

Services

Engineering Services $0.00 $10,000.00 

Grounds Maint. Supplies $0.00 $2,000.00 

Misc. Operating Supplies $0.00 $1,000.00 

Supplies

Labor Costs Applied $0.00 $2,500.00 

Total: Personnel Services $0.00 $2,500.00 

Personnel Services

Expenses

Total: Revenues From Taxes $0.00 $148,944.00 

Department Total: Cloisters Park $0.00 $148,944.00 

Transfer in from General Fund

Revenues From Taxes

Property Taxes

Property Tax Spec. Assess $0.00 $148,944.00 

Total: Property Taxes $0.00 $148,944.00 

Revenue

Description

2012 Actual 

Amount 2016 Estimate
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Contract Services         

Includes all daily and routine tasks as well as non-routine maintenance and repair costs.  

 

Personnel Services         

Includes contract supervision of daily and routine tasks as well as non-routine maintenance and 

repair costs.  

 

Supplies            

Includes all supplies used in daily tasks as well as non-routine repair and maintenance. 

 

Services           

Includes utilities, engineering, insurance and structural repair. 

 

Deferred Maintenance        

Accumulated funds to be directed at capital projects, Permits, and other one-time expenses 

 

General Fund Transfer 

Funds provided by the General Fund to reimburse costs that exceed the annual assessment and 

charged to the assessment district without disclosure 

 

Total Assessment:        $148,944  

 

Per Parcel Yearly Assessment $148,944/120 parcels   $  1,241.20  
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AGENDA NO:  B-3 
 
MEETING DATE: May 12, 2015 

Prepared By:   RL  Dept. Review:   RL  
 
City Manager Review:  ___________ 
 
City Attorney Review:  ___JWP________ 

Staff Report 
 

TO:   Honorable Mayor and City Council     DATE:  May 6, 2015 
 
FROM: Rob Livick, PE/PLS – Public Works Director/City Engineer 
 
SUBJECT: Resolution No. 24-15 Approving the Engineer’s Report and Declaring the 

Intent to Levy the Annual Assessment for the North Point Natural Area 
Landscaping and Lighting Maintenance Assessment District 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends City Council adopt Resolution No. 24-15 approving the Engineer’s Report 
and declaring the intent to levy the annual assessment for maintenance of the North Point Natural 
Area.  
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
Based on the Engineer’s Report, which estimates the annual costs of maintaining the North Point 
Natural Area for the upcoming fiscal year, the fiscal impact is estimated at $5,645.  Those costs 
will be offset by the collection of an assessment for the same amount from the parcel owners in 
the North Point Subdivision. 
 
SUMMARY 
On April 14, 2015, City Council adopted Resolution No. 15-15, which initiated the proceedings 
to levy the annual assessment to fund the maintenance of the North Point Natural Area.  
Additionally, staff was directed to have an Engineer’s Report prepared, detailing the estimated 
annual assessment for the parcel owners for fiscal year 2015/16.  Upon adoption of Resolution 
No. 24-15, the next and final step in the annual levy of assessment process is the public hearing 
after which the City Council orders the levy of assessment. 
 
BACKGROUND/DISCUSSION 
As part of the annual assessment process, staff is required to provide an Engineer’s Report, 
which is an estimate of costs for maintenance of the North Point Natural Area.  The cost 
estimates are based on the maintenance standards currently adhered to in existing parks within 
Morro Bay and included in the Flat Rate Manual for Parks Maintenance, as well as maintenance 
costs from the current fiscal year.  The estimate for maintenance of the North Point Natural Area 
is $5,645 or $564.50 per parcel for fiscal year 2015/16.   
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Personnel costs, as well as supplies and services, have risen significantly in the last several years.  
However, due to the small acreage, natural landscaping and little irrigation in the North Point 
Natural Area, the assessment amount collected is currently adequate to cover the costs of 
maintenance.   
 
CONCLUSION 
The process for the annual levy of assessment for the North Point Natural Area Landscaping and 
Lighting Maintenance Assessment District requires the City Council to receive the Engineer’s 
Report, approve and/or modify the report and adopt a Resolution of Intention.  The Resolution of 
Intention gives notice of the time, date and place for a public hearing by the City Council on the 
issue of the levy of assessment.  The public hearing has been set for the Regular City Council 
meeting on June 23, 2015, in the Veteran's Memorial Building.  Upon adoption, a summary of 
the Resolution of Intention shall be published in the newspaper as a legal notice of public 
hearing, at which all interested parties will be afforded the opportunity to be heard either through 
written or oral communication.  In addition, the City sends public notices via first class mail to 
all property owners on record in the Assessment District.  Upon completion of the public hearing 
on June 23, 2015, the City Council may adopt the resolution ordering the levy of the annual 
assessment. 
 
ATTACHMENT 

1. Engineer’s Report 
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RESOLUTION NO. 24-15 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL  
OF THE CITY OF MORRO BAY, CALIFORNIA, 
APPROVING THE ENGINEER’S REPORT AND 

DECLARING THE CITY'S INTENTION TO LEVY  
THE ANNUAL ASSESSMENT FOR THE MAINTENANCE  

OF THE NORTH POINT NATURAL AREA  
LANDSCAPING AND LIGHTING MAINTENANCE  

ASSESSMENT DISTRICT PURSUANT TO THE 
“LANDSCAPING AND LIGHTING ACT OF 1972” 

(STREETS AND HIGHWAYS SECTIONS 22500 ET SEQ.) 
 

T H E   C I T Y   C O U N C I L 
City of Morro Bay, California 

 
 WHEREAS, all property owners of the North Point subdivision requested the City of 
Morro Bay form a maintenance assessment district to fund the maintenance of the North Point 
Natural Area; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Landscaping and Lighting Act of 1972, commencing with Streets and 
Highways Code section 22500  (the "Act") enables the City to form assessment districts for the 
purpose of maintaining public improvements; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 22623 of the Act, the City Engineer has filed in the 
Office of the City Clerk, and submitted for review to the City Council, a report entitled 
"Engineers Report North Point Natural Area Landscaping and Lighting Maintenance 
Assessment," dated May 6, 2015, prepared in accordance with Article 4 of the Act, commencing 
with Section 22565 (the “Engineer’s Report”); and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 22608.2 of the Act, the subdivider was required by City 
ordinance to install improvements for which an assessment district was required in order to 
assure continued and uninterrupted maintenance of the North Point Natural Area; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to the intent of Article XIII, Section 4, of the California 
Constitution, the property owners have elected to form the North Point Natural Area 
Landscaping and Lighting Maintenance Assessment District. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Morro 
Bay, 
 
 Section 1. The City Council approves the Engineer’s Report. 
 
 Section 2. It is the intent of the Council to order the annual levy and collection of 
assessments for the North Point Natural Area Landscaping and Lighting Maintenance 
Assessment District generally located as shown in Exhibit "A" attached hereto at a public 
hearing to be held at the Regular City Council meeting on June 23, 2015 in the Veteran's 
Memorial Building, 209 Surf Street, Morro Bay, CA. 
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 Section 3. The improvements to be maintained at the North Point Natural Area are 
specified in the Engineer's Report dated May 6, 2015 which is hereby approved. 
 
 Section 4. The assessment upon assessable lots within the district is proposed to total 
$5,645 or $564.50 per assessable parcel for fiscal year 2015/16. 
 
 PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Morro Bay at a regular 
meeting thereof held this 12th of May, 2015 by the following roll call vote: 
 
AYES: 
NOES: 
ABSENT: 
 
 
 
       _______________________________ 
       JAMIE L. IRONS, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
         
________________________________ 
DANA SWANSON, City Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CITY OF MORRO BAY 

 

NORTH POINT NATURAL AREA 

LANDSCAPING AND LIGHTING 

MAINTENANCE ASSESSMENT DISTRICT 

 

 

 

ENGINEER’S REPORT 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 6, 2015 



 

AFFIDAVIT FOR THE ENGINEER’S ANNUAL REPORT 

 

 

CITY OF MORRO BAY 

 

NORTH POINT NATURAL AREA 

LANDSCAPING AND LIGHTING 

MAINTENANCE ASSESSMENT DISTRICT 

 

This report describes the proposed maintenance, improvements, budgets, zone of benefit and 

assessments to be levied on parcels of land within the NORTH POINT NATURAL AREA 

LANDSCAPING AND LIGHTING MAINTENANCE ASSESSMENT DISTRICT for the fiscal year 

2014/2015, as the same existed at the time of the passage of the Resolution of Intention.  Reference 

is hereby made to the San Luis Obispo County Assessor’s maps for a detailed description of the lines 

and dimensions of parcels within the District.  The undersigned respectfully submits the enclosed 

Report as directed by the City Council and, to the best of my knowledge, information, belief, the 

report, the assessments and diagrams have been prepared and computed in pursuant to the 

Landscaping and Lighting Act of 1972. 

 

 

 

Dated this__________  day of ___________, 2015 

 

 

 

 

_________________________________________________ 

Rob Livick, PE/PLS – Public Services Director/City Engineer 
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CITY OF MORRO BAY 

NORTH POINT NATURAL AREA 

LANDSCAPING AND LIGHTING 

MAINTENANCE ASSESSMENT DISTRICT 

 

ENGINEER’S REPORT 
 

1. Project Description 

 

As a condition of approval for Tract No. 2110, the North Point subdivision, the developers were 

required to offer to the City for dedication Lot 11 of the subdivision for park purposes, and to 

construct improvements on Lot 11 including a paved parking area, a stairway providing access to the 

beach, benches, landscaping and irrigation, lighting, and other improvements.  The subdivision was 

also conditioned to provide maintenance of the park by establishing an assessment district.  Lot 11 of 

Tract No. 2110 is identified as the North Point Natural Area. 

 

For a detailed description of the improvements, refer to the plans and specifications on file in the 

office of the City Engineer. 

 

The owners of the ten residential lots within the North Point subdivision have requested that the City 

form a maintenance assessment district to fund the maintenance of the North Point Natural Area. 

 

II. Maintenance Tasks 

 

A list of maintenance tasks required to maintain the North Point Natural Area in acceptable condition 

for public use was developed by the City Recreation and Parks Department based on maintenance 

standards established for existing parks within the City and is included in this report as Attachment 

A. 

 

III. Maintenance Costs 

 

The estimated annual cost of maintaining the North Point Natural Area was developed by the 

Recreation and Parks Department based on the tasks required and the City’s Flat Rate Manual for 

Parks Maintenance.  The annual cost of maintenance for the 2015/16 fiscal year is estimated to be 

$5,645.00.  The detailed cost estimate is included in this report as Attachment B. 

 

IV. Apportionment of Assessment 

 

The total assessment for the District is apportioned to each of the ten residential lots equally.  Lot 11, 

the North Point Natural Area; Lot 12, a private street; and Lot 13, an open space parcel to be granted 

to the State of California; are not assessed.  Individual assessments are listed in the following table: 



 

Parcel/Assessment Table 

 

 

 

 
 

Lot Number 

 
County Assessor’s 

Parcel Number 

 
 

Annual Assessment 
 

1 
 

065-082-10 
 

$564.50 
 

2 
 

065-082-11 
 

$564.50 
 

3 
 

065-082-12 
 

$564.50 
 

4 
 

065-082-13 
 

$564.50 
 

5 
 

065-082-14 
 

$564.50 
 

6 
 

065-082-15 
 

$564.50 
 

7 
 

065-082-16 
 

$564.50 
 

8 
 

065-082-17 
 

$564.50 
 

9 
 

065-082-18 
 

$564.50 
 

10 
 

065-082-19 
 

$564.50 
 

11 
 

065-082-20 
 

$    0.00 
 

12 
 

065-082-21 
 

$    0.00 
 

13 
 

065-082-22 
 

$    0.00 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

2 
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NORTH POINT NATURAL AREA LANDSCAPING AND LIGHTING  

MAINTENANCE ASSESSMENT DISTRICT 

MAINTENANCE TASKS 

MAY 2015/16 
 

 

Routine Maintenance Tasks 
 

 Review for vandalism/repair 

   Pick-up - paper 

        trash 

        cigarette butts 

   Empty -   trash cans 

   Clean -     benches 

   Check -    fencing 

                    beach access stairway 

         bike rack 

         lights 

         planting hillside, erosion 

 

Weekly or as needed 

 Blow paths, parking lot 

 

Monthly or as needed 

 Check trees 

 Check/repair sprinkler system 

 Trim trees and bushes as needed 

 Critical parts inspections 

 

Annually or as needed 

 Paint beach access stairway, public access signage 

 New plantings (replacement) 

 General safety inspection 

 Annual tree pruning 

 Remove graffiti 

 Mow open space 

 Pest/gopher control 

 Trim and spray paths 

 Repair public access signage 

 



Attachment B 

 

 

NORTH POINT NATURAL AREA LANDSCAPING AND LIGHTING  

MAINTENANCE ASSESSMENT DISTRICT 

MAY 2015/16 

 
NAME:  North Point Natural Area Landscaping and Lighting Maintenance Assessment District 

 

DIAGRAM:   Attached 

 

PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS:  For a detailed description of the improvements, refer to the 

plans and specifications for Tract 2110 on file in the office of the City Engineer.   No bonds or notes 

will be issued for this Maintenance Assessment District. 

 

ESTIMATED COST OF MAINTENANCE:  The following outlines the estimated budget for 

the maintenance of the North Point Natural Area for fiscal year 2015/16. 

 
City of Morro Bay

Budget Worksheet Report
Account 

Number

2013 Actual 

Amount

2014 Actual 

Amount

2015 

Amended 

Budget

2015 YTD 

Actual 

Amount

North Point Park

4110 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

4310 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

4910 $45.76 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

4999 $181.70 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

$227.46 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

5501 $80.28 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

$80.28 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

6104 $0.00 $0.00 $5,645.00 $0.00 

6199 $7,969.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

6300 $1,808.15 $1,929.86 $0.00 $1,363.29 

$9,912.44 $2,068.99 $5,645.00 $1,363.29 

$10,220.18 $2,068.99 $5,645.00 $1,363.29 Department Total: North Point Park $3,341.59 $2,700.00 

Total: Services $1,957.10 $2,000.00 

Other Professional Svc $0.00 $0.00 

Utilit ies $1,075.18 $2,000.00 

Total: Supplies $6.66 $300.00 

Services

Engineering Services $0.00 $0.00 

Total: Personnel Services $1,377.83 $400.00 

Supplies

Grounds Maint. Supplies $6.66 $300.00 

Employer Paid Benefits $507.89 $0.00 

Labor Costs Applied $869.94 $0.00 

Regular Pay $0.00 $200.00 

Part-Time Pay $0.00 $200.00 

Department 6162

Personnel Services

Description

2012 Actual 

Amount

2016 

Estimate

 
 

Personnel Services         

Includes all daily and routine tasks as well as non-routine maintenance and repair costs. 

 

Supplies          

Includes trash liners, round-up and all other supplies in daily tasks as well as non-routine repair 

and maintenance. 

 

Services           

Includes utilities, engineering, insurance and structural repair to stairway and other structures. 

 

Total Assessment Estimate:       $5,645.00 

Per Parcel Yearly Assessment $5,645.00/10 parcels   $   564.50 



 

  
Prepared By:  ___RL___  Dept Review: _Staff__   
 
City Manager Review:  __DB__         

 
City Attorney Review:  __JWF___   

Staff Report 
 

TO:   Honorable Mayor and City Council     DATE:  May 7, 2015 

 

FROM: David Buckingham, City Manager 

Rob Livick, PE/PLS – Public Works Director/City Engineer 

 

SUBJECT: Discussion and Direction for Future Morro Bay Water Reclamation Facility 

(WRF) and Monthly WRF Project Progress Update 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION  

Adopt Resolution No. 25-15 providing direction to staff regarding Water Reclamation Facility. 

 

FISCAL IMPACT 

The following is a summary of the existing contract with specialty consultants used to assist in the 

WRF site selection and “Fatal Flaws” analysis. 

 

Site Alternatives 
JFR Consulting – Site Selection/Project Management Assistance   

Original Contract $117,256  

Amendment #1 $76,129  

Amendment #2 $91,336  

Amendment #3 $23,147  

Amendment #4 $44,279  

Total Contract $352,147  

Kestrel Consulting – Assessment Funding    

Contract Amount  $20,530  

Larry Walker and Associates – Permitting Constraints   

Original Contract  $24,970  

Amendment #1 $5,100  

Total Contract  $30,070  

Cleath-Harris Associates – Stream Flow Augmentation   

Contract Amount  $7,500  

 

AGENDA NO:  C-1 

 

MEETING DATE: May 12, 2015 



 

 

Amendment #1 $6,500  

Amendment #2 $4,000  

Total Contract  $18,000  

Carollo Engineers – CMC Capacity, Siting Evaluation and Cost Estimate    

(Proposed to be Reimbursed by RWQCB using SEP Funds)   

Total Contract $87,361  

Total Site Selection $508,108  

    

Fatal Flaws 
Kevin Merk Associates – Preliminary Bio Assessment   

Contract Amount  $12,835  

Fugro - Hydrogeological   

Contract Amount $38,600  

Farwestern Archeological   

Contract Amount $12,000  

Larry Walker Associates - Pretreatment (Salt) Assessment   

Contract Amount $23,640  

Total Fatal Flaws $87,075  

Total Consultant Contract Amount $595,183  
 

DISCUSSION 
On April 30, 2015 at the Joint meeting between the City Council and the Cayucos Sanitary District 

(CSD), the CSD presented the City Council with their adopted Resolution 2015-1 that in part, stated 

the CSD is "suspending consideration of participation" with Morro Bay on pursuing a project at the 

Rancho Colina site and they are investigating stand-alone options closer to home. At that same 

meeting the City presented information regarding the history of the two agencies’ work over the past 

2-1/2 years and stated that the City remains committed to a regional solution with the CSD.  Morro 

Bay City Council voted and unanimously approved the following motion:  

 

“The Cayucos Sanitary District and Morro Bay City Council agree to work 

cooperatively to construct a regional Wastewater Treatment Plant at the “preferred 

site” (Rancho Colina) by 2021. The parties agree to work together in good faith to 

share costs (beginning in Jan 2015) on a 70% (Morro Bay), 30% Cayucos basis, to 

establish common goals, release RFPs for Project Management and Environmental 

Review by the end of May 2015, and select the most appropriate facility master 

planning proposal by the end of June 2015.”   

 

The CSD Board declined to vote on this motion.  Due to the CSD’s Board inaction to support Morro 

Bay’s desire to work cooperatively and their adoption of Resolution 2015-1 stating their desire to 

investigate and potentially construct their own facility within their service area, Morro Bay staff 

prepared recommendations to continue pressing forward with the proposed WRF at the Rancho 

Colina site.  Additionally, staff issued an addendum to the Facilities Master Plan (FMP) Request for 



 

 

Proposal (RFP) deleting the CSD from the consultant selection process and proposes to enter into a 

two party contract with the ultimate FMP consultant. 

 

Based on the actions of the CSD previously described, Morro Bay Public Works staff scheduled and 

convened a special Water Reclamation Facility Citizens Advisory Committee (WRFCAC) meeting 

on May 7, 2015 to discuss potential recommendations to City Council regarding how to proceed 

forward to meeting the City’s goal of constructing the first phase of the WRF within five years from 

the issuance of the final permit on the existing WWTP or somewhere around the end on 2021. 

 

The CSD decision to pursue their own path rather than a joint project, presents the City with the 

opportunity to move forward on an accelerated schedule, in keeping with Council direction, toward a 

fair and equitable regional solution.  Staff proposes that the City pursues a path that maintains the 

potential for CSD capacity or future buy-in and expansion while defining the legal and equitable 

terms for that option. 

  

While there may be some Morro Bay community pressure to eliminate the wastewater flows from 

the CSD from consideration in the sizing of the future WRF, Staff believes it to be unwise and 

unnecessary to do so at this point for several reasons. 

  

 Rates will be more cost effective for everyone (economy of scale) if CSD 

participation is included in our facility and fund. 

 Morro Bay should be concerned about the future of the existing WWTP.  If the CSD 

cannot implement their standalone project on the same timeframe as the City’s, 

continued use of the WWTP may be requested by the CSD alone.   

 Should the CSD come back to Morro Bay to participate in our project within the next 

year, then we can accommodate them.  The caveat is once the FMP and EIR are 

complete and we move toward design-build, it may become apparent that is not cost 

effective to build for unknown/unneeded capacity. 

  

Following points were discussed by the WRFCAC at their May 7, 2015 and they considered and 

recommended the following be incorporated into City Council Resolution 25-15 to be presented at 

the May 12, 2015 City Council meeting: 

  

1. Plan for a WRF with regional capacity to be owned and operated by the City of Morro 

Bay.  

2. Master plan for a scalable facility, between 1.0 and 1.5 MDG, that will allow potential 
regional partners to join the project in the months ahead.  Determine final sizing to 
be established in cooperation with the selected FMP consultant.  Emphasize that 
scalability and phasing of the WRF is important not only for possible external 
customers (i.e. CSD) but also for possible increased flows due to revitalization of 
some Morro Bay areas such as downtown, MBPP and looking toward possible 
development of undeveloped/unincorporated areas within the context of the 
current effort to update both the General Plan and the Local Coastal Plan. 

3. Determine and establish rates for the CSD.  Tie the rates and buy in costs to project 

milestones, i.e. Prior to Completion of the FMP, Prior to completion of the 



 

 

Environmental Document, etc.  The rate should include a fixed portion for capital costs 

and a variable portion for O&M costs. 

4. In the rate and buy in cost determination; costs shall include all Morro Bay WRF 

development expenses incurred since the January 2013 CCC denial of the Coastal 

Development Permit to reconstruct a facility on the beach. 

5. Release RFPs for Environmental Review and Project Management by the end of May 

6. Move forward with having the ad hoc consultant review subcommittee already 

established by the WRFCAC make recommendations to the WRFCAC regarding 

selection of the FMP, Project Management and environmental consultants  that would be 

reviewed and forwarded to City Council for contract award.”   

7. Commit to a thorough review and consideration of all appropriate treatment technologies 

in the FMP with the final decision to be resolved during the design-build procurement 

process to allow flexibility in the design. 

8. Commit to completing an MOU by July 1, 2015 outlining the procedures for the potential 

purchase of the Rancho Colina site. 

9. Commit to processing an annexation request for the Rancho Colina site with LAFCO as 

soon as possible with the understanding LAFCO will not be able to act upon this 

application until the environmental review of the project is completed and 

approved/certified. 

10. Commit to the decommissioning of the existing WWTP as soon as practicable 

11. Commit to maximizing costs savings by minimizing spending on the existing WWTP to 

the level needed to meet permit compliance. 

 

 Additional items added by the WRFCAC: 

12. Proactively work with all Regulatory Agencies  

13. Prepare a Local Coastal Program amendment in coordination with the California Coastal 

Commission, which requires the cessation of all WWTP activities at the current site once 

the new Morro Bay WRF is approved by the Regional Water Quality Control Board for 

full operation. 

14. Modifications to item #3 to tie the rates for the CSD to project milestones. 

 

REFERENCE MATERIAL (Access via City Website) 

1. CSD Resolution No. 2015-1 
2. WRF Status Update & Next Steps presented by CMB at the April 30, 2014 Joint 

(CMB/CSD) Meeting 
3. General WRF project information 

 

ATTACHMENT 

1. City of Morro Bay WRF Program Schedule 
2. Timeline of WRF events January 2013 to present  

http://www.morro-bay.ca.us/DocumentCenter/View/8424
http://www.morro-bay.ca.us/DocumentCenter/View/8423
http://www.morro-bay.ca.us/DocumentCenter/View/8423
http://www.morro-bay.ca.us/index.aspx?NID=759


 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-15 

 

 

A  RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL  

OF THE CITY OF MORRO BAY, CALIFORNIA,  

DIRECTING STAFF REGARDING THE DEVELOPMENT OF A NEW WATER 

RECLAMATION FACILITY AT THE PREFERED RANCHO COLINA SITE 

 

T H E   C I T Y   C O U N C I L 

City of Morro Bay, California 

 

 WHEREAS, the City of Morro Bay and the Cayucos Sanitary District (CSD) jointly own 

(60-percent/40-percent respectively) an existing 62 year old Wastewater Treatment Plant that 

requires replacement; and 

 

 WHEREAS, it has been determined to be in the best interest of Morro Bay to construct a 

new Water Reclamation Facility that complies with the California Coastal Commissions actions 

on January 10, 2013; and  

 

 WHEREAS, it is in the best financial interest of the community to minimize the major 

maintenance and repair costs at the existing wastewater treatment plant; and 

 

 WHEREAS, On February 25, 2014 the City Council resolved to have a new Water 

Reclamation Facility operational prior to the expiration of the discharge permit for the existing 

wastewater treatment plant, being five years more or less, and 

 

 WHEREAS, On December 9, 2014 the City Council reviewed the final report from John 

F. Rickenbach Consulting regarding recommended Water Reclamation Facility (WRF) sites and 

reclamation and selected the Rancho Colina site as its preferred alternative subject to the 

completion of the necessary environmental analysis of the preferred alternative, and 

 

 WHEREAS, On December 11, 2014 and again at the January 8, 2015 Joint meetings, both 

Morro Bay and CSD expressed a site preference for the Rancho Colina site subject to the 

completion of the necessary environmental analysis of this preferred site, and  

 

 WHEREAS, On February 11, 2015 the Regional Water Quality Control Board issued a 

letter to both Morro Bay and the CSD stating that the anticipated permit for the existing site will 

expire in 2021, and 

 

 WHEREAS, On March 12, 2015 at the Joint meeting, both Morro Bay and CSD directed 

their Staffs to issue a joint Request for Proposal for a Facilities Master Plan for a WRF at the 

preferred site, and 

 

 WHEREAS, On April 30, 2015 at the Joint meeting between the Morro Bay City Council 

and the Cayucos Sanitary District Board of Directors, the CSD Board presented the Morro Bay 

City Council with CSD Resolution 2015-1, stating in part: “Cayucos hereby declares its 

intention to suspend consideration of participation in the Morro Bay WRF Project and 

independently pursue alternatives for wastewater treatment and reclamation of water that will 

maximize its resources and provide the greatest benefit to the Cayucos community.”, and 

 



 WHEREAS, On April 30, 2015 at the Joint meeting between the Morro Bay City Council 

and the Cayucos Sanitary District Board of Directors, the City Council moved and approved the 

following: “The Cayucos Sanitary District and Morro Bay City Council agree to work 

cooperatively to construct a regional Wastewater Treatment Plant at the “preferred site” 

(Rancho Colina) by 2021. The parties agree to work together in good faith to share costs 

(beginning in Jan 2015) on a 70% (Morro Bay), 30% Cayucos basis, to establish common goals, 

release RFPs for Project Management and Environmental Review by the end of May 2015, and 

select the most appropriate facility master planning proposal by the end of June 2015.”, and   

 

 WHEREAS, On April 30, 2015 at the Joint meeting between the Morro Bay City Council 

and the Cayucos Sanitary District Board of Directors, the CSD Board did not make a reciprocal 

motion to that of the Morro Bay City Council, and 

 

 WHEREAS, On May 7, 2015 at the Water Reclamation Facility Citizens Advisory 

Committee (WRFCAC) meeting, the WRFCAC recommended a number of items that the City 

Council consider in moving forward with the WRF project, the items are reflected in items A-M 

below. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Morro 

Bay, California, provides the following Direction to City staff:  

 

A. Plan for a WRF with regional capacity to be owned and operated by the City of 

Morro Bay.  

B. Master plan for a scalable facility, between 1.0 and 1.5 MDG, that will allow 

potential regional partners to join the project in the months ahead.  Determine final 

sizing to be established in cooperation with the selected FMP consultant.  Emphasize 

that scalability and phasing of the WRF is important not only for possible external 

customers (i.e. CSD) but also for possible increased flows due to revitalization of 

some Morro Bay areas such as downtown, MBPP and looking toward possible 

development of undeveloped/unincorporated areas within the context of the current 

effort to update both the General Plan and the Local Coastal Plan. 

C. Determine and establish rates for the CSD, should that agency wish to become a 

customer in the future.  Tie the rates and buy in costs to project milestones, i.e. Prior 

to Completion of the FMP, Prior to completion of the Environmental Document, etc.  

The rate should include a fixed portion for capital costs and a variable portion for 

O&M costs. 

D. In the rate and buy in cost determination, costs shall include all Morro Bay WRF 

development expenses incurred since the January 2013 CCC denial of the Coastal 

Development Permit to reconstruct a facility on the beach. 

E. Release RFPs for Environmental Review and Project Management by the end of May 

2015. 

F. Move forward with having the ad hoc consultant review subcommittee already 

established by the WRFCAC make recommendations to the WRFCAC regarding 

selection of the FMP, Project Management and environmental consultants that would 

be reviewed and forwarded to City Council for contract award.  

G. Commit to a thorough review and consideration of all appropriate treatment 

technologies in the FMP with the final decision to be resolved during the design-build 

procurement process to allow flexibility in the design. 

H. Commit to completing an MOU by July 1, 2015 outlining the procedures for the 

potential purchase of the Rancho Colina site. 

I. Commit to processing an annexation request for the Rancho Colina site with LAFCO 

as soon as possible with the understanding LAFCO will not be able to act upon this 



application until the environmental review of the project is completed and 

approved/certified. 

J. Commit to the decommissioning of the existing WWTP as soon as practicable 

K. Commit to maximizing costs savings by minimizing spending on the existing WWTP 

to the level needed to meet permit compliance. 

L. Proactively work with all Regulatory Agencies  

M. Prepare a Local Coastal Program amendment in coordination with the California 

Coastal Commission, which requires the cessation of all WWTP activities at the 

current site once the new Morro Bay WRF is approved by the Regional Water Quality 

Control Board and fully operational, while still allowing the use of the outfall for 

disposal purposes 

 

 

 PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED, by the City of Morro Bay City Council, at a 

regular meeting held on this 12th day of May, 2015 by the following vote:  

 

AYES:   

 

NOES:   

 

ABSENT:  

 

 

  _______________________________ 

         JAMIE L. IRONS, Mayor 

 
ATTEST:  

 

 

____________________________ 

DANA SWANSON, City Clerk 

        

 



ID Task 
Mode

Task Name Duration Start Finish

1 Preliminary Project Planning/Site Studies 269 days Tue 12/10/13 Fri 12/19/14

15 Ph 1 Project Governance Determination/Coordination with Cayucos SD6 mons Tue 12/9/14 Mon 5/25/15

16 City Council Decision on WRF Site 0 days Tue 12/9/14 Tue 12/9/14

17 Property Negotiation and Development of MOU with Owner 9 mons Thu 11/13/14 Wed 7/22/15

18 RFP/Selection of Program Management Consultant 2 mons Tue 5/26/15 Mon 7/20/15

19 Development of Program Charter and Determination of Goals/Roles 4 wks Tue 7/21/15 Mon 8/17/15

20 Preliminary Design Tasks  60 days Tue 7/21/15 Mon 10/12/15

24 Project Financing 815 days Mon 3/23/15 Fri 5/4/18

45 Procurement of Program Management Team 2 mons Tue 5/5/15 Mon 6/29/15

46 Master Reclamation Plan 612 days Thu 12/11/14 Fri 4/14/17

47 Preliminary Hydrogeologic Study (Fugro) 8 mons Mon 5/4/15 Fri 12/11/15

48 Salinity Identification and Control Plan 153 days Fri 5/15/15 Tue 12/15/15

49 Salinity Source Identification Study (LWA) 44 days Fri 5/15/15 Wed 7/15/15

50 Draft Salinity Source Control Plan (LWA) 78 days Thu 7/16/15 Mon 11/2/15

51 City Review 10 days Tue 11/3/15 Mon 11/16/15

52 Final Salinity Source Control Plan (LWA) 21 days Tue 11/17/15 Tue 12/15/15

53 Development of Recharge Alternatives 3 mons Mon 11/2/15 Fri 1/22/16

54 Confirmation of Reuse Quality Requirements for Facility Master Plan2 mons Mon 11/30/15 Fri 1/22/16

55 RFP/Selection of Facilities Master Plan Consultant  158 days Thu 12/11/14 Mon 7/20/15

56 Develop RFP 71 days Thu 12/11/14 Thu 3/19/15

57 Circulate RFP 38 days Fri 3/20/15 Tue 5/12/15

58 Proposal Opening and City Review 23 days Wed 5/13/15 Fri 6/12/15

59 Selection of FMP consultant  0 days Fri 6/12/15 Fri 6/12/15

60 Develop Scope 1 mon Mon 6/15/15 Fri 7/10/15

61 Execute FMP contract 6 days Mon 7/13/15 Mon 7/20/15

62 Facilities Master Plan 235 days Mon 7/27/15 Fri 6/17/16

63 33% Facilities Master Plan 14 wks Mon 7/27/15 Fri 10/30/15
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ID Task 
Mode

Task Name Duration Start Finish

64 City Review 3 wks Mon 11/2/15 Fri 11/20/15

65 67% Facilities Master Plan 8 wks Mon 1/25/16 Fri 3/18/16

66 City Review 3 wks Mon 3/21/16 Fri 4/8/16

67 90% Facilities Master Plan 4 wks Mon 4/11/16 Fri 5/6/16

68 City Review 2 wks Mon 5/9/16 Fri 5/20/16

69 Final Facilities Master Plan 4 wks Mon 5/23/16 Fri 6/17/16

70 Lead Outreach to Customers and Stakeholders 8 mons Mon 12/28/15 Fri 8/5/16

71 Develop Reclamation Phasing Strategies 3 mons Mon 1/25/16 Fri 4/15/16

72 Perform Recycled Water Funding Evaluation 5 mons Mon 3/21/16 Fri 8/5/16

73 Determine governance and ownership of recycled water facilities 2 mons Mon 8/8/16 Fri 9/30/16

74 Draft Master Reclamation Plan Report 4 mons Mon 10/3/16 Fri 1/20/17

75 City Review 4 wks Mon 1/23/17 Fri 2/17/17

76 Final Master Reclamation Plan Report 8 wks Mon 2/20/17 Fri 4/14/17

77 Development of Bridging Documents 125 days Mon 6/20/16 Fri 12/9/16

82 RFP/Selection of Lift Station/Transmission Mains Design Consultant 70 days Mon 6/20/16 Fri 9/23/16

87 RFQ for Design/Build Team 105 days Mon 10/10/16 Fri 3/3/17

96 RFP for Design/Build Team 205 days Mon 2/13/17 Fri 11/24/17

107 Design/Bid/Build Lift Station and Transmission Mains 865 days Mon 11/7/16 Fri 2/28/20

125 Phase I Design/Build Delivery 1030 days Mon 5/1/17 Fri 4/9/21

143 RFQ/Selection of EIR/EA/Permitting Team 106 days Fri 3/20/15 Fri 8/14/15

144 Develop RFQ 43 days Fri 3/20/15 Tue 5/19/15

145 Circulate RFQ 23 days Wed 5/20/15 Fri 6/19/15

146 Proposal Opening and City Review 4 wks Mon 6/22/15 Fri 7/17/15

147 Selection of EIR/EA/Permitting Team and Scope Development 4 wks Mon 7/20/15 Fri 8/14/15

148 EIR/EA/Permitting 640 days Mon 8/17/15 Fri 1/26/18

160 Phase II Recycled Water Distribution System  60 mons Mon 4/12/21 Fri 11/14/25
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WRF Project Timeline

January 2013 - Present

Date Action

May 12, 2015
Regular Scheduled City Council meeting to discuss Resolution 25-15 providing direction to staff.

May 7, 2015
Special WRFCAC Meeting to discuss recommendations to the City Council regarding moving forward 

with the project.

May 4, 2015
Morro Bay Staff issued an addendum to the WRF FMP RFP, eliminating the CSD from the review 

process and establishing a two party contract.

April 30, 2015

Joint Meeting of the CSD Board of Directors and Morro Bay City Council for continued discussion 

regarding the MOU for the New WRF.  CSD Presented Resolution 2015-1 suspending participation 

with Morro Bay on a New WRF at the Rancho Colina Site

April 8, 2015 Rate Notices to be Mailed out to all City property owners and residents

April 8, 2015 WRFCAC Meeting to appoint members to WRF FMP review committee

March 24, 2015
City Council Approves Proposition 218 Notice for Water and Sewer Rate Adjustments and Schedules 

Public Hearing for May 26, 2015

March 19, 2015
Issued Contract to KMA for Preliminary Biological Assessment of Rancho Colina site and pipeline 

corridor.

March 19, 2015 Release RFP for WRF Facilities Master Planning

March 11, 2015
 Joint Meeting of Morro Bay City Council and Cayucos Sanitary District Board of Directors in Cayucos

February 25, 2015 JFR Contract Ammendment #4 for $44,279.00 to assist with fatal flaw analysis

February 25, 2015 Facilities Master Plan RFP Completed for internal staff review

February 23, 2015 CSD Legal Council transmitted CSD DRAFT MOU to City

February 19, 2015
Letter from Ken Harris, RWQCB regarding the New WRF project and deadline for operations.

February 19, 2015 Public Works Advisory Board – Second Water and Sewer Rate Study Workshop

February 11, 2015 WRFCAC Meeting to review MOU for Now

February 11, 2015
Scheduled Joint Meeting of Morro Bay City Council and Cayucos Sanitary District Board of Directors 

in Cayucos was canceled

February 5, 2015
Meeting between Morro Bay Council Subcommittee and Cayucos Sanitary District Board Sub 

Committee to Discuss the MOU for Now

January 29, 2015 Public Works Advisory Board – Water and Sewer Rate Study Workshop

January 26, 2015
Meeting with between Morro Bay and Cayucos Staff to discuss next steps and "MOU for Now"

January 26, 2015
Meeting with between Morro Bay Staff, JFR/MKN and City Council sub-committeeto discuss next 

steps and "MOU for Now"

January 13, 2015 City Council to review "Next-Steps" and provide direction to Staff.

January 8, 2015 Staff presentation of the "Next-Steps" to the City Council and CSD Board

December 11, 2014
Staff presented to the City Council and the CSD Board of Directors  the Final JFR report, including 

the CMC evaluation by Carollo Engineers. The csd Board of Directors concured that based on the 

information presented that the Rancho Colina site appeared the most viable and cost effective.

December 9, 2014

City Council meets to review the Final JFR report, including the CMC evaluation by Carollo 

Engineers.  The City Council expresses their preference for Rancho Colina as their preferred site for 

the New WRF.  The cost estimates indicated that the CMC site was nearly double that of the Rancho 

Colina site.

December 8, 2014
Corollo Engineers releases their Technical Morandum regarding CMC WWTP capacity and necessary 

facility expansion to accommodate increase flows from City and CSD.

December 8, 2014
Meeting metween MBNEP and City staff to discuss concerns regarding the siting of the WRF at CMC 

and increased pollutant loads to Chorro Creek.

December 8, 2014
Meeting between City staff and the WRF Technical Committee (Irons/Smukler) to review the 

project status.

New items are indicated by shading.



WRF Project Timeline

January 2013 - Present

Date Action

December 1, 2014 Tour of the existing CMC facility with representatives from CDCR, CSD and the City.

November 19, 2014
Conference call between CDCR, CSD and Morro Bay staff regarding the logistics of siting at the CMC 

location.

November 18, 2014
Meeting between City and California Coastal Coastal Commission staff regarding a varieity of 

projects in Morro Bay including the WRF siting.

November 13, 2014 Staff presented to the City Council and the CSD Board of Directors the status of the CMC Capacity 

Analysis and also updated the CSD Board on the City Council meeting of November 12, 2014

November 12, 2014

The City Council reviewed the draft report from John Rickenbach Consulting regarding final site 

preference. As the result of the report being incomplete, without the Carollo CMC engineering 

analysis including comparable cost estimates, the City Council choose to delay their decision on final 

site preference until such time that the report is complete and the WRFCAC has had a chance to 

review and make a recommendation.

November 5, 2014

The WRFCAC met and reviewed the draft report from John Rickenbach Consulting regarding final 

site preference. As the result of the report being incomplete, without the Carollo CMC engineering 

analysis including comparable cost estimates, the WRFCAC moved to recommend to City Council to 

delay their decision on final site preference until such time that the report is complete and the 

WRFCAC has had a chance to review and make a recommendation to the City Council.

October 28, 2014

Cleath-Harris and Associates presented the Hydrogeological Technical Memoranda regarding the 

relative benefits of a Creek discharge in the Chorro Valley and In-Lieu recharge in the Morro Valley 

to the City Council at their regular meeting.

October 22, 2014
Meeting of the WRFCAC where they reviewed the Hydrogeological Technical Memoranda by Cleath-

Harris and Associates and toured the Rancho Colina site.

October 20, 2014

A conference call between Morro Bay, CSD, CMC, Regional Board and CDCR was held to discuss the 

viability and timing of a regional facility at CMC.  At that meeting CDCR authorized the release of 

WWTP data to Carollo for their process modeling.

October 10, 2014
A project kick off meeting was held at the City’s Public Services offices for the Carollo CMC work, 

City and CSD staff along with the City’s consultants were in attendance.

October 9, 2014

Meeting between the Morro Bay City Council and the Cayucos Sanitary District Board of Directors 

Meeting in Cayucos.  City Council directed, by motion, City staff to work cooperatively with Cayucos 

Sanitary District staff.

October 8, 2014

Meeting of the WRFCAC where they reviewed the LWA report regarding permitting constraints, 

Kestral Consulting report regarding financing and grants and they formed three technical 

subcommittees.

October 2, 2014
Meeting of the Morro Bay City Council Technical/Executive Committee and the Cayucos Sanitary 

District Board of Directors in Morro Bay 

September 30, 2014
 The Public Services director executed a contract with Carollo Engineers for the study of capacity 

and expansion capability at the CMC site.

September 26, 2014
Meeting with Bartle Wells (Sewer and Water Rate Consultant) regarding hearing schedule and 

additional data needs

September 25, 2014

Received final scope and estimated fee ($101,945) from Carollo Engineers for the evaluation of the 

CMC option, Carollo requested changes to the standard City contract which are being reviewed by 

the City Attorney

September 23, 2014

City Council Special Meeting reviewed the Report by Larry Walker and Associates regarding the 

Water Quality permitting implications at each of the two final proposed sites.  Council also 

discussed the potential of joint City Council/WRFCAC meetings and status of the CMC evaluation

New items are indicated by shading.



WRF Project Timeline

January 2013 - Present

Date Action

September 11, 2014
Joint meeting of the Morro Bay City Council and the Cayucos Sanitary District Board of Directors 

Meeting in Morro Bay.

September 10, 2014 First Meeting of the WRFCAC

August 12, 2014 City Council confirmed Citizen Appointments to the WRFCAC

July 16, 2014
Kick off meeting with Larry Walker Associates regarding discharge permit requirements for various 

disposal/reuse options for the new WRF project.

July 10, 2014
Meeting with Cayucos Sanitary District staff to discuss the scope of work for the proposed Carollo 

Engineers CMC capacity evaluation study.

July 9, 2014
City Council conducted interviews for positions on the WRF Citizens Advisory Committee (WRFCAC).  

City Council appointed seven members to the WRFCAC.

June 30, 2014
Staff met internally to gather preliminary information for Bartle Wells Rate Study.  Staff will have all 

info to Bartle Wells by the end of July. 

June 27, 2014 Kick off meeting with Kestrel Consulting to discuss funding strategies for the new WRF project.

June 27, 2014
Meeting with Cleath-Harris to review draft Chorro Creek discharge study and effect on City water 

supply. Authorized Cleath-Harris to perform a similar study for the Morro Valley.

June 25, 2014 Meeting with John Rickenbach and Mike Nunley to discuss project schedule for the WRF project

June 20, 2014

City executed a contract with Larry Walker Associates in the amount of $24,970 to advise the City 

regarding discharge permit requirements for various disposal/reuse options for the new WRF 

project.

June 15, 2014
City executed a contract with Kestrel Consulting in the amount of $20,530 to develop funding

strategies for the new WRF project. 

June 14, 2014
Staff has met with a variety of alternative project delivery method firms to explore the 

requirements for this process, firm include:  Corollo, CDMSmith; and Black and Veatch.

May 27, 2014

City Council adopted Resolution 34-14 that provides direction to staff regarding the “Rancho

Colina” site, continuing parallel path discussion regarding the CMC site, and forming a Citizen’s

Advisory Committee. 

May 23, 2014
Selected Bartle Wells as Water and Sewer Rate Study consultant. The estimated fee for the study is

not to exceed $67,440.

May 22, 2014

The City Clerk posted the notice of the formation of a new, limited term and scope, i.e. Water

Reclamation Facility Citizen's Advisory Committee. Applications are due to the Clerk by Friday, June

13, 2014.

May 13, 2014

Council Approved New Water Reclamation Facility Project Report on Reclamation and Council

Selection of a WRF Site and provided direction to staff to return to Council with a resolution that

captured the motions made.

May 8, 2014 May JPA Meeting cancelled.

May 1, 2014 Scheduled site visit at Giannini site with WRF Subcommittee, JRF Consulting and Property Owner.

April 23, 2014
Meeting to review the “Rancho Colina” site with the Morro Bay and CSD Sub-Committees along

with Water Board staff.

April 21, 2014 “Rancho Colina" site visit with staff and Council persons Leage and N. Johnson.

April 18, 2014 Letter sent to property owners of potential WRF sites, inviting a discussion regarding siting potential

April 11, 2014 "Rancho Colina" site visit with staff and Council person C. Johnson.

April 10, 2014 April JPA Meeting cancelled

New items are indicated by shading.



WRF Project Timeline

January 2013 - Present

Date Action

March 21, 2014

Meeting between City of Morro Bay (Irons/Smukler) and CSD (Enns/Lloyd) Sub-Committees along

with Morro Bay and CSD County and Water Board Staff to discuss overall project status and the

CMC option.

March 20, 2014
WRF Sub-Committee meeting along with staff and property owner at the “Rancho Colina” Morro

Valley site to get an overview of the potential for it as a project location. 

March 10, 2014 March JPA Meeting cancelled.

March 6, 2014 Scheduled WRF Subcommittee meeting with staff to discuss grant opportunities and schedules. 

February 28, 2014
Received a revised scope of work for a contract amendment received from Rickenbach recognizing

the accelerated time schedule for the WRF.  Estimated fees not to exceed $76,129.

February 25, 2014
City Council received a status update on the New WRF and adopted Resolution 17-14 prescribing a

5-year time frame for the construction of the New WRF.

February 24, 2014
City Council Discussion of Eater and Sewer Rates at special Workshop and Council discussion and 

direction regarding City DRAFT MOU and CSD DRAFT MOU.

February 13, 2014 WRF Sub-Committee meeting to discuss the 5 year time schedule and grant opportunities. 

February 13, 2014 February JPA Meeting held.

February 11, 2014
Mid-year Budget adjustment to include additional funding for WRF alternative site analyses.

$100,000 was approved.

January 31, 2014 Status report preparation assigned to Public Services Director.

January 29, 2014
Received proposal from Rickenbach for a contract amendment to perform due diligence on

alternative WRF sites for final site selection.  Estimated fees not to exceed $63,806.

January 23, 2014 Onsite staff meeting with property owner at Rancho Colina to tour a potential location.

January 23, 2014
Telephone discussion with City’s Water Attorney regarding water rights to creek discharge of

wastewater.

January 20, 2014
Received proposal from Cleath-Harris to study Chorro Creek discharge and effect on City water

supply. Estimated fees not to exceed $7,500.

January 16, 2014 January JPA Meeting canceled.

December 19, 2013 December JPA Meeting held – Verbal update by both CMB and CSD.

December 10, 2013 Presentation of Options Report to City Council.

November 19, 2013 Meeting with RWCQB Staff regarding project Status and Permit Renewal.

November 14, 2013 November 2013 JPA Meeting Cancelled.

November 12, 2013 Presentation of Options Report to City Council.

November 5, 2013 Second Public Workshop – Presentation of Options Report for Public Feedback.

November 4, 2013 Public Works Advisory Board – Options Report to Board for Public Feedback.

October 29, 2013 Release of Public Draft – Options Report.

October 21, 2013 Quarterly Coastal Commission/City of Morro Bay Meeting.

September 27, 2013 October 2013 JPA Meeting cancelled.

September 16, 2013 Biosolids and Treatment Options Workshop at MB Veteran’s Hall.

September 12, 2013 September JPA Meeting held.

August 19, 2013
Week ofmWorkshop Summary posted on City’s website. Comments Form available on City’s

website for additional comments on the workshop and/or project.

August 15, 2013 Community Workshop #1 held at MB Veteran’s Hall.

August 8, 2013 August JPA Meeting Cancelled.

July 25, 2013 Stakeholder Interviews conducted by Rickenbach team.

New items are indicated by shading.



WRF Project Timeline

January 2013 - Present

Date Action

July 19, 2013

WSC Report entitled Conceptual Wastewater Treatment Alternatives Technical Memorandum 

commissioned by the Cayucos Sanitary District (CSD) released on the CSD website and delivered to 

the City. Report located at the following address: 

www.cayucossd.org/documents/Conceptual%20WW%20Treatment%20AltTM_CSD.pdf

July 18, 2013
Quarterly Coastal Commission/City of Morro Bay meeting, Rickenbach Team participated in review

and discussion of the status of the WRF project.

July 11, 2013 July JPA Meeting Cancelled.

July 3, 2013 Tentative Schedule from Rickenbach for the New WRF posted online and available.

July 3, 2013 Working with Coastal Commission staff to finalize date for quarterly meeting/teleconference.

June 28, 2013
Work with Rickenbach to determine updated schedule pursuant to the scope of work in the RFP.

Determination of Stakeholder groups/individuals.

June 24, 2013 Kick-off Meeting with John Rickenbach and team members.

June 13, 2013 JPA Meeting – Cayucos Veteran’s Hall.

May 28, 2013 Closed Session Item scheduled to discuss Righetti appraisal.

May 15, 2013
Public Services staff continues to work with John F. Rickenbach, Consulting to finalize the consultant

contract

May 14, 2013
City Council meeting – Approval of John F. Rickenbach, Consulting as the Preliminary Planning

Consultant for the WRF project.

May 9, 2013
May JPA meeting held, “Verbal Report by the City and District on the Progress of the future WWTP”

was on the agenda and discussed.

May 2, 2013 Interviews to recommend the individual/team for the WRF project manage.

April 29, 2013 WRF Study Session at Veteran’s Hall.

New items are indicated by shading.



 

   
Prepared By: _AAC_______  Dept Review: ________   
 
City Manager Review:  ________         

 
City Attorney Review:  ___JWP______   

Staff Report 
 

TO:   Honorable Mayor and City Council     DATE: April 30, 2015 
 
FROM: Amy Christey, Police Chief 
 
SUBJECT: Adoption of Ordinance No. 592 Amending Subsection 14.08.090 O. of the Morro 

Bay Municipal Code Relating to Sale and Use of Fireworks  
 
RECOMMENDATION  
Staff recommends the City Council adopt Ordinance No. 592 after reading the title only and waiving 
further reading. 
 
SUMMARY 
Ordinance 592 was introduced at the Council meeting held on April 28, 2015.  This is the legally 
required second reading for non-urgency ordinances.  After the second reading, by title only with further 
reading waived, it is recommended the Council adopt the ordinance, which will then become effective 
on the 31st day after its adoption. 
 
ATTACHMENT 
Ordinance 592 
 

 
AGENDA NO:  C-2 
 
MEETING DATE: May 12, 2015 



01181.0001/250489.1		

ORDINANCE NO. 592  
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COUNCIL OF THE  
CITY OF MORRO BAY, CALIFORNIA 
AMENDING SUBSECTION 14.08.090 O.  

OF THE MORRO BAY MUNICIPAL CODE 
REGARDING THE SALE AND USE OF FIREWORKS  

 
THE CITY COUNCIL 

City of Morro Bay, California 
 

WHEREAS, the City Council is committed to protecting the public health, safety and 
welfare of the community, and to meet these goals it is necessary for the City Council to adopt 
measures, from time to time, to meet threats to the public health, safety, and welfare; and  

 
WHEREAS, the unlawful use of Safe and Sane Fireworks on public property, and illegal 

and dangerous fireworks create a condition that are hazardous to public safety; and   
 
WHEREAS, the Police Department receives numerous public safety calls for service 

related to the unlawful use of fireworks; and  
 
WHEREAS, increasing the fine structure for the unlawful use of fireworks to reflect 

$1,000 for each offense; and 
 
WHEREAS, Police Officers have the authority to issue administrative citations for the 

first offense without providing an initial warning; and 
 
WHEREAS, other jurisdictions that have enacted similar ordinances increasing the fine 

structure for such offenses have proven to be successful in discouraging the unlawful use of 
fireworks; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Police Department believes with the assistance of the media, and social 

media, adequate signage, increased fine structure, we can promote a safe environment for those 
living in Morro Bay and our visitors; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City Council, upon determining there is a need to take action to protect 

public health, safety and welfare, desires to increase the fine structure and provide a provision 
wherein Police Officers can issue an administrative citation for the first offense. 
 
  NOW, THEREFORE, the City Council of the City Of Morro Bay does ordain as 
follows: 
 

SECTION 1: Subsection 14.08.090 O. of the Morro Bay Municipal Code is hereby 
amended to read as follows: 
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O.  Section 5609 is added to read as follows: 
 
SECTION 5609 
SALE AND USE OF FIREWORKS  
 
5609. Sale and Use of Fireworks Unlawful.  The sale or use of fireworks, pyrotechnics, and 
other explosives shall be unlawful, except as expressly provided herein and subject to all the 
following: 
 

1. The sale of fireworks, approved by the State Fire Marshal as “safe and sane,” shall be 
permitted, subject to the approval of a permit by the Fire Chief. 

2. The use of fireworks, approved by the State Fire Marshal as “safe and sane,” shall be 
permitted on private property only. 

3. Public fireworks displays may be allowed, subject to the approval of a permit by the 
Fire Chief. 

4. Pyrotechnics for use in movie industry operations may be allowed, subject to the 
approval of a permit by the Fire Chief. 

5. This section shall not apply to the sale and use of State Fire Marshall approved and 
listed party poppers and snap caps. 

6. Any person violating this provision will be guilty of a misdemeanor and subject to a 
$1,000 fine for each offense. 

7. Notwithstanding any other provision of this code, any Morro Bay Police Officer may 
issue an administrative citation for a first offense without first issuing a warning; and 
the administrative fine shall be $1,000 for each offense. 

 
SECTION 2:  This Ordinance shall take effect 30 days after its adoption.  The City 

Clerk, or her duly appointed deputy, shall attest to the adoption of this Ordinance and shall cause 
this Ordinance to be published and posted in the manner required by law.   

 
INTRODUCED at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Morro Bay, held 

on the 28th day of April, 2015 by motion of Councilmember Johnson, seconded by 
Councilmember Headding. 
 

PASSED AND ADOPTED on the 12th day of May 12, 2015. 
 
 
      ______________________________ 
      JAMIE L. IRONS, Mayor 
        
ATTEST: 
 
___________________________ 
DANA SWANSON, City Clerk 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
____________________________ 
JOSEPH W. PANNONE, City Attorney 
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I, Dana Swanson, City Clerk for the City of Morro Bay, hereby certify that the foregoing 
ordinance was duly and regularly introduced at a meeting of the City Council on the 28th day of 
April, 2015, and that hereafter the said ordinance was duly and regularly adopted at a meeting of 
the City Council on the 12th day of May, 2015, by the following vote, to wit: 
 
Ayes: 
Noes:  
Abstain: 
Absent: 
 
 IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the official seal of 
the City of Morro Bay, California, this ______day of _______, 2015. 

 

______________________________ 
City Clerk of the City of Morro Bay 

 
 
 
 



 

   
Prepared By: _AAC_______  Dept Review: ________   
 
City Manager Review:  ________         

 
City Attorney Review:  _________   

Staff Report 
 

TO:   Honorable Mayor and City Council     DATE: April 30, 2015 
 
FROM: Amy Christey, Police Chief 
 
SUBJECT: Adoption of Ordinance No. 593 Adding Chapter 9.34 to the Morro Bay Municipal 

Code (MBMC) Banning the Possession of Certain Intoxicating Compounds Known 
as Synthetic Drugs  

 
RECOMMENDATION  
Staff recommends the City Council adopt Ordinance No. 593 after reading the title only and waiving 
further reading. 
 
SUMMARY 
Ordinance 593 was introduced at the Council meeting held on April 28, 2015.  This is the legally 
required second reading for non-urgency ordinances.  After the second reading, by title only with further 
reading waived, it is recommended the Council adopt the ordinance, which will then become effective 
on the 31st day after its adoption. 
 
ATTACHMENT 
Ordinance 593 
 

 
AGENDA NO:  C-3 
 
MEETING DATE: May 12, 2015 



	

01181.0001/250429.1		

ORDINANCE NO. 593 
 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COUNCIL OF THE  
CITY OF MORRO BAY, CALIFORNIA,  

ADDING CHAPTER 9.34 TO THE MORRO BAY MUNICIPAL CODE 
RELATING TO PROHIBITION OF THE POSSESSION OF CERTAIN  

INTOXICATING CHEMICAL COMPOUNDS  
KNOWN AS SYNTHETIC DRUGS 

 
THE CITY COUNCIL 

City of Morro Bay, California 
 
 

WHEREAS, the City Council is committed to protecting the public health, safety and 
welfare of the community, and to meet these goals it is necessary for the City Council to adopt 
measures, from time to time, to meet threats to the public health, safety, and welfare; and  

 
WHEREAS, recreational use of Psychoactive Bath Salts, Psychoactive Herbal Incense, 

and similar products commonly known as “Synthetic Drugs” has been documented to cause 
hallucinations, agitation, psychosis, aggression, suicidal and homicidal ideations, cannibalism, 
and death; and  

 
WHEREAS, Synthetic Drugs are extremely dangerous and are gaining popularity at an 

alarming rate among high school and college-aged individuals, as well as among parolees and 
probationers; and  

 
WHEREAS, those drugs are widely available in stores throughout the City, despite the 

State of California’s and the federal government’s attempt to ban such drugs; and  
 
WHEREAS, California State Law, under Health & Safety Code sections 11375.5 

(banning synthetic stimulant compounds and derivatives) and 11401 (banning “analogs” of 
controlled substances) (collectively “State Synthetic Drug Laws”), and Federal law, under the 
Controlled Substances Act (the “CSA”) (21 U.S.C. § 801, et seq.), prohibit Synthetic Drugs; and  

 
 WHEREAS, although the State Synthetic Drug Laws and the CSA prohibit certain 
compounds that are used to create synthetic drugs, they are not comprehensive enough to 
eliminate the possession of all Synthetic Drugs in the City; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the makers of Synthetic Drugs continually alter the composition of the 
compounds in their products so as to not come under the prohibition of the State Synthetic Drugs 
Laws, the CSA, and other laws and regulations that attempt to prohibit the sale of Synthetic 
Drugs; and  

 
WHEREAS, to avoid the continuing threat to public health, safety and welfare that 

would occur if Synthetic Drugs were permitted in the City, the City finds it necessary to declare 
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an individual or business possessing Synthetic Drugs as defined herein is a threat to public 
health, safety and welfare and is, therefore, subject to the City’s administrative, criminal and 
civil enforcement procedures (set forth in the Morro Bay Municipal Code).  
 

 NOW, THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of Morro Bay does hereby 
ordain as follows: 
 

SECTION 1. Chapter 9.34 is added to the Morro Bay Municipal Code to read as 
follows: 
 

Chapter 9.34 Psychoactive Bath Salts, Psychoactive Herbal Incense, and other 
Synthetic Drugs 
 
Sections: 
 
9.34.010 Purpose and Intent 
9.34.020 Definitions  
9.34.030 Possession of Synthetic Drugs Prohibited  
9.34.040 Public Nuisance 
9.34.050 Confiscation of Synthetic Drugs 
9.34.060 Penalties 
9.34.070 Seizure of Evidence 
9.34.080 Exclusions 
 
9.34.010  Purpose and Intent 
 
A. The purpose and intent of this Chapter is to provide the City with measures to address the 

dangers to the community posed by Synthetic Drugs that are not regulated by State or 
Federal law. 
 

B. The City Council finds the dangers of Synthetic Drugs, which have been documented to 
cause hallucinations, agitations, psychosis, aggression, suicidal and homicidal ideations, 
cannibalism, and death, require regulation. 

 
C. This Chapter shall not apply to any activity already regulated by State or Federal drug 

laws, or any other applicable State or Federal law or regulation. 
 
9.34.020  Definitions 
 
The definitions and provisions contained in this section shall govern the construction of 
words and phrases used in this chapter.  The definition of each word or phrase shall 
constitute, to the extent applicable, the definition of each word or phrase which is derived 
from it, or from which it is a derivative, as the case may be. 
 
A. “Business” shall have the same meaning as the term is defined in Section 5.04.010 A. of 

this Code. 
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B. “Distribute,” “distributing,” and “distribution” shall mean to furnish, give away, 

exchange, transfer, deliver or supply, whether for monetary gain or not. 
 
C. “Person” shall include any natural person, business, firm, company, corporation, public 

corporation, club, trust, partnership, association and/or similar organization. 
 
D. “Possess,” “possessing,” and “possession,” shall mean to have for consumption, 

distribution, or sale in one’s actual or constructive custody or control, or under one’s 
authority or power, whether such custody, control, authority and/or power be exercised 
solely or jointly with others. 

 
E. “Provide,” “providing,” and “provision” shall mean offering to distribute or sell a product 

or substance to any person. 
 
F. “Psychoactive Bath Salts,” shall mean any crystalline or powder product that contains a 

synthetic chemical compound that, when consumed, elicits psychoactive or psychotropic 
stimulant effects.  The term “Psychoactive Bath Salts” includes without limitation: 

 
1. Products that elicit psychoactive or psychotropic stimulant effects and contain any of 

the following substances: 
 
(a) Salvia Divinorum or Salvinorum A; all parts of the plant presently classified 

botanically as Salvia Divinorum, whether growing or not, the seeds thereof, any 
extract from any part of such plant, and every compound, manufacture, salts 
derivative, mixture or preparation of such plant, its seeds or extracts; 

 
(b) Cathinone (2-amino-1-phenyl-1-propane), 4- methylmethcathinone 

(2-methylamino-1-(4-methylpheny)propan-1 one), 4-methoxymethcathinone (1-
(4-methoxyphenyl)-2 (methylamine) propan-1-one), MDPV 
(methylenedioxypyrovalerone), , methylene (3,4-methylenedioxy-
Nmethylcathinone), methcathinone (2-(methylamino)-1-phenyl-propan-1-one), 
flephedrone (4 fluoromethcathinone), 3-FMC (3-fluoromethcathinone), 
ethcathinone (2-ethylamino-1 -phenyl-propan-1 –one), butylone β-keto 
Nmethylbenzodioxolylbutamine), a-PPP (a-pyrrolidinopropiophenone), MPPP (4-
methyl-a-pyrrolidinopropiophenone), MDPPP (3’,4’ methylenedioxy-
apyrrolidinopropiophenone), ά-PVP (1-phenyl-2-(1-pyrrolidinyl)-1-pentanone), 
naphyrone (1-naphthalen-2-yl-2-pyrrolidin-1-ylpentan-1-one), 6-APDB 
(6(2aminopropyl)2,3 dihydrobenzofuran), and analogs of MDA (3,4-
methylenedioxymethamphetamine); 

 
(c) any derivative of the above listed compounds; 
 
(d) any synthetic substance and its isomers with a chemical structure similar to the 

above listed compounds; 
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(e) any chemical alteration of the above listed compounds; or 
 
(f) any other substantially similar chemical structure or compound; and 
 

2. Products that elicit psychoactive or psychotropic stimulant effects and are marketed 
under any of the following trade names:  Bliss, Blizzard, Blue Silk, Bonzai Grow, 
Charge Plus, Charlie, Cloud Nine, Euphoria, Hurricane, Ivory Snow, Ivory Wave, 
Lunar Wave, Ocean, Ocean Burst, Pixie Dust, Posh, Pure Ivory, Purple Wave, Red 
Dove, Scarface, Snow Leopard, Stardust, Vanilla Sky, White Dove, White Night, and 
White Lightning. 

 
G. “Psychoactive Herbal Incense” shall mean any organic product consisting of plant 

material that contains a synthetic stimulant compound that, when consumed, elicits 
psychoactive or psychotropic euphoric effects.  The term “Psychoactive Herbal Incense” 
includes without limitation: 

 
1. Products that elicit psychoactive or psychotropic euphoric effects and contain any of 

the following substances: 
 
(a) cannabicyclohexanol (2-[(1R,3S)-3-hydroxycyclohexyl]- 5-(2 methylnonan-2-

yl)phenol), JWH-018 (naphthalen-1-yl-(1-pentylindol-3 yl) methanone), JWH-
073 (naphthalen-l-yl-(1-butylindol-3 yl)methanone), JWH- 200 (1-(2-morpholin-
4-ylethyl)indol-3-yl) naphthalen-1-ylmethanone, HU-210 or 1.1-dimethylheptyl-
11-hydroxy-delta8-tetrahydrocannabinol) (6aR,10aR)-9- (Hydroxymethyl)-6,6 
dimethyl-3-(2-mehtyloctan-2-yl)-6a,7,10,10atetrahydrobenzo[ c] chromen-1-ol), 
CP 47, 497 (2-[(1R,3S)-3- hydroxycyclohexyl]-5-(2-methyloctan-2-yl)phenol) 
and the dimethylhexyl, dimethyloctyl and dimethylnonyl homologues of CP-47, 
497, AM-2201 (`1-[(5- fluoropentyl)-1H-indol-3-yl]-(naphthalen-1-
yl)methanone), 1-Pentyl-3 (2- methoxyphenylacetyl)indole (also known as JWH-
250), 1-Hexyl-3-(1- naphthoyl)indole (also known as JWH-019), 1-Pentyl-3-(4-
chloro-1- naphthoyl)indole (also known as JWH-398), N-benzylpiperazine (also 
known as BZP), 1-(3-trifluoromethylphenyl)piperazine (also known as TFMPP); 

 
(b) any derivative of the above listed compounds; 
 
(c) any synthetic substance and its isomers with a chemical structure similar to the 

above listed compounds; 
 
(d) any chemical alteration of the above listed compounds; or 
 
(e) any other substantially similar chemical structure or compound; or 
 
(f) any other synthetic cannabinoid; and 

 
2.  Products that elicit psychoactive psychotropic euphoric effects and are marketed 

under any of the following trade names:  K2, K3, Spice, Genie, Smoke, Potpouri, 
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Buzz, Spice 99, Voodoo, Pulse, Hush, Mystery, Earthquake, Stinger, Ocean Blue, 
Stinger, Serenity, Fake Weed, and Black Mamba. 

 
H. “Psychoactive or psychotropic stimulant effects” shall mean affecting the central nervous 

system or brain function to change perception, mood, consciousness, cognition, and/or 
behavior in ways that are similar to the effects of cocaine, methylphenidate or 
amphetamines.  

 
I. “Psychoactive or psychotropic euphoric effects” shall mean affecting the central nervous 

system or brain function to change perception, mood, consciousness, cognition, and/or 
behavior in ways that are similar to the effects of cannabis. 

 
J. “Sell,” “selling,” and “sale” shall mean to furnish, exchange, transfer, deliver, or supply 

for monetary gain. 
 

K. “Synthetic Drug” shall include Psychoactive Bath Salts and Psychoactive Herbal Incense, 
as those terms are defined hereinabove. 
 

9.34.030 Possession of Synthetic Drugs Prohibited 
 
A. It is unlawful for any person to possess any Synthetic Drug within the City. 
 
B. The enforcing officer may consider any of the following evidentiary factors to determine 

if the product is a Synthetic Drug: 
 

1. The product is not suitable for its marketed use (such as crystalline or powder being 
marketed as “glass cleaner”); 

 
2. The product contains a warning label that is not typically present on products that are 

used for that product’s marketed use (such as “not for human consumption,” “not for 
purchase by minors,” or “does not contain chemicals banned by section 11357.5”); 
 

3. The product resembles an illicit street drug (such as cocaine, methamphetamine or 
marijuana); or 
 

4. The product’s name or packaging uses images or slang referencing an illicit drug. 
 

9.34.040 Public Nuisance 
 
A. The storage, provision, sale, or distribution of any Synthetic Drug from any property, 

structure, or building in the City and any possession of any Synthetic Drug in the City is 
declared to be a public nuisance. 

 
B.  Civil Remedies Available; Remedies Cumulative.  In addition to the penalties provided in 

Section 9.34.060, any violation of any provision of this Chapter shall constitute a public 
nuisance and may be abated by the City by civil process by means of a restraining order, 
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a preliminary or permanent injunction, or in any manner provided by law for the 
abatement of such nuisance.  All remedies herein are cumulative and non-exclusive. 

 
C. Attorney’s Fees.  Any person, including the City, who prevails in any action or 

proceeding for the abatement of a public nuisance as provided herein shall be entitled to 
recover attorney’s fees incurred in any such action or proceeding. 
 

9.34.050  Confiscation of Synthetic Drugs. 
 
Because the use of Synthetic Drugs has been documented to cause hallucinations, agitation, 
psychosis, aggression, suicidal and homicidal ideations, cannibalism, and death, any 
violation of this Chapter presents a grave and imminent danger not only to the person 
consuming the Synthetic Drug, but also to the public at large.  Any Police Officer who issues 
a criminal citation under this Chapter shall confiscate any Synthetic Drugs and store them, 
pending the conclusion of the criminal case. 
 
9.34.060    Penalties 
 
A. Failure to comply with any of the requirements of this Chapter is a misdemeanor 

punishable by imprisonment in the City or County jail for a period not exceeding six (6) 
months or by fine not exceeding One Thousand Dollars ($1,000), or by both; provided, 
that where the City Attorney determines such action would be in the interest of justice, 
he/she may specify in the accusatory pleading the offense shall be an infraction. 

 
B.  Each person committing, causing, or maintaining a violation of this Chapter or failing to 

comply with the requirements set forth herein shall be deemed guilty of a separate 
offense for each and every day during any portion of which any violation of any 
provision of this Chapter is committed, continued, maintained, or permitted by such 
person and shall be punishable accordingly. 

 
9.34.070  Seizure of Evidence  
 
Any products or substances possessed in violation of any provision of this Chapter shall be 
seized and stored in accordance with law. 
 
9.34.080  Exclusions 
 
A. This Chapter shall not apply to drugs or substances lawfully prescribed or to intoxicating 

chemical compounds that have been approved by the Federal Food and Drug 
Administration or are specifically permitted by California law. 

 
B.  This Chapter shall not apply to drugs or substances that are prohibited by State or Federal 

law, including without limitation, the State Synthetic Drug Laws, and the Federal 
Controlled Substances Act. 
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C. This Chapter shall not be deemed to prohibit any act that is permitted, prohibited, or 
preempted by any State or Federal law or regulation. 

 
SECTION 2. This Ordinance shall take effect 30 days after its adoption.  The City 

Clerk, or her duly appointed deputy, shall attest to the adoption of this Ordinance and shall cause 
this Ordinance to be published and posted in the manner required by law. 
 

INTRODUCED at a regular meeting the of the City Council of Morro Bay, held on the  
28th day of April, 2015 by motion of Councilmember Headding, seconded by Councilmember  
Smukler. 

 
PASSED AND ADOPTED this 12th day of May, 2015. 

 
 
      ______________________________ 
      JAMIE IRONS, Mayor 
       
ATTEST: 
 
___________________________ 
DANA SWANSON, City Clerk 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
____________________________ 
JOSEPH W. PANNONE, City Attorney 
 
 
 I, Dana Swanson, City Clerk for the City of Morro Bay, hereby certify that the foregoing 
ordinance was duly and regularly introduced at a meeting of the City Council on the 28th day of 
April, 2015, and that hereafter the said ordinance was duly and regularly adopted at a meeting of 
the City Council on the 12th day of May, 2015, by the following vote, to wit: 
 
Ayes: 
Noes:  
Abstain: 
Absent: 
 
 IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the official seal of 
the City of Morro Bay, California, this ______day of _______, 2015. 

 

______________________________ 
City Clerk of the City of Morro Bay 



 

  
Prepared By: __DS________  Dept Review: ________   
 
City Manager Review:  ________         

 
City Attorney Review:  _________   

Staff Report 
 

TO:   Honorable Mayor & City Council    DATE: May 6, 2015 
 
FROM: Dana Swanson, City Clerk 
 
SUBJECT: Discuss Advisory Board Joint Meetings and Recognition Event for Advisory Board 

Members  
 
BACKGROUND 
This item was continued from the April 14, 2015 City Council meeting to date uncertain.  The March 24, 
2015 Council report is attached for reference and discussion purposes. 

 
AGENDA NO:  D-1 
 
MEETING DATE: May 12, 2015 
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City Manager Review:  ________         

 
City Attorney Review:                       

Council Report 
 

TO:   City Council         DATE: March 17, 2015 
 
FROM: Jamie L. Irons, Mayor 
 
SUBJECT: Discuss Advisory Board Joint Meetings and Recognition Event for Advisory Board 

Members 
 
RECOMMENDATION  
The recommendation is to discuss a recognition event and joint meetings for all advisory boards, 
including:  Planning Commission (PC), Recreation & Parks Commission (Rec&Park), Public Works 
Advisory Board (PWAB), Harbor Advisory Board (HAB), Citizens Oversight Committee (Measure Q) / 
Citizens Finance Committee, Water Reclamation Facility Citizen Advisory Committee (WRFCAC), and 
Tourism Business Improvement District Advisory Board (TBID). 

 
ALTERNATIVES 

1. Set annual recognition event and joint meetings with certain advisory boards, as deemed 
necessary. 

2. Forego any recognition event and schedule joint meetings with the Planning Commission as 
required in the Council Policies and Procedures, and request an annual update from the chair of 
each advisory board as required in the Council Policies and Procedures. 

3. Other recommendations as determined by Council. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT   
Cost estimates for a recognition event are $800 to $1,500.  Joint meeting costs to be determined, 
however, meetings can be in conjunction with regular scheduled meetings to minimize the impact. 
 
BACKGROUND/DISCUSSION 
Advisory board members volunteer their time on behalf of the community and serve the City Council.  
Each board has a focused purpose that provides valuable information and recommendations to Council.  
Joint meetings amongst Council and advisory boards provide an opportunity to discuss annual objectives 
as they pertain to City goals, review policy and procedures,  have open dialogue to discuss expectations, 
 and receive an annual update from the advisory boards.  Per the Council Policies & Procedures, an 
annual report is required by advisory board chairs.  In the past, joint meetings have taken place with 
Planning Commission but not all advisory boards.   Recognition events for advisory boards have also 

 
AGENDA NO:  D-1 
 
MEETING DATE: March 24, 2015 
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taken place in the past, but not for some time.   
 
CONCLUSION  
Council may consider setting joint meetings or request annual reports from the advisory board chairs as 
the opportunity to dialogue and communicate with advisory boards.  Recognition events are an 
opportunity to thank our volunteer advisory board members for their devoted service to our community. 
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