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Staff Report 
 

TO:   Honorable Mayor and City Council      DATE: August 23, 2018 
 
FROM: Dana Swanson, City Clerk 
   
SUBJECT: Advisory Board Interviews 
 
RECOMMENDATION  
Staff recommends the Council conduct interviews to fill current vacancies on the Harbor Advisory 
Board and representative to the Visit SLO CAL Board of Directors. 
 
ALTERNATIVES 
No alternatives are being recommended. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT   
There is no fiscal impact associated with this action. 
 
BACKGROUND/DISCUSSION      
 
Harbor Advisory Board 
On July 9, 2018, the City began a recruitment to fill vacancies on the Harbor Advisory Board 
(“HAB”) resulting from the voluntary resignation of Bill Luffee and Neal Maloney.  Six applications 
were received during the recruitment period which ended August 10 and are presented for Council 
consideration. 
   
HAB Member-at-Large 

• Mark Blackford 
• Robert Bliss 
• Rory Kremer 
• Dennis Wahlberg 

HAB Waterfront Leaseholder 
• Robert Fowler 
• Cherise Hansson 

 

  
 
VSLOC Board of Directors 
In December 2014, the City Council adopted Resolution No. 82-14 consenting to the inclusion of 
the City within the proposed San Luis Obispo County Tourism Marketing District (SLOCTMD).  The 
SLOCTMD Management District Plan (Plan) provides each community has a representative of an 
assessed lodging business on the Visit SLO CAL Board of Directors, a nonprofit corporation, which 
serves as the Owner’s Association for the SLOCTMD. 
 
Val Seymour has served as the City’s representative to the Visit SLO CAL Board of Directors since 
May 2015.  On May 23, 2017, the Council reappointed Ms. Seymour to fill a 3-year term ending 
June 20, 2020.  Ms. Seymour announced her need to step down from the position in June 2018 
and the City began a recruitment to fill that vacancy.  Despite outreach to the hotelier community by 
both Ms. Seymour and staff, no applications were received as of the deadline of August 10, 2018.  

 
AGENDA NO:   I 
 
MEETING DATE: August 28, 2018 
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On August 16, staff received correspondence indicating Hemant Patel, owner of the Comfort Inn, 
was interested in serving on the Board.  Mr. Patel submitted a formal letter of interest on August 22 
for Council consideration (see attached). 
 
The Plan provides the following selection process: 

• One lodging business representative from each of the cities shall be appointed by the 
respective jurisdiction’s city council or tourism organization, as each city determines. 

• One lodging business representative at-large shall be appointed by the County Board of 
Supervisors. 

• Nominations shall be sought from the assessed lodging businesses for the remaining six 
seats.  Nominations will be verified by the nominating committee, and a slate provided to 
the Board of Directors for election.  The slate will take into consideration the requirement for 
various business types. 
 

Chuck Davison, President & CEO of Visit SLO CAL submitted a letter of recommendation for Mr. 
Patel, which is provided as Attachment 2.  Given the latitude provided in the Plan, the Council has 
the authority to appoint Mr. Patel to the Board for the remainder of the 3-year term.  Alternatively, 
the Council may direct staff to republish the recruitment and conduct interviews at a later date.  The 
next Visit SLOCAL Board Meeting is scheduled for September 19. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 

1. Advisory Board Applications 
2. Letter of recommendation from Visit SLO CAL 
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August 21, 2018 

City of Morro Bay
Attn: City Council 
595 Harbor Street 
Morro Bay, CA 93442 

Subject: Letter of Recommendation – Hemant Patel 

Dear Councilmembers,  

I am writing to recommend Hemant Patel for the Visit SLO CAL (SLOCTMD) Board of 
Directors seat representing Morro Bay.  

As a hotelier, Hemant has been an active contributor to the Morro Bay and countywide 
tourism industry. He has constantly sought to improve the quality of his properties 
through renovations and modern updates, and has been an engaged industry leader. 

Over the years I have had the opportunity to work with Hemant to grow the impact and 
contributions of tourism in our local community. Just this past year, Hemant has 
participated in Visit SLO CAL’s Morro Bay partner outreach meeting, focused on 
engaging local properties in our travel trade and sales programs, as well as the recent 
Highway 1 Dream Drive event.   

Hemant has taken advantage of available opportunities to collaborate with Visit SLO 
CAL, and both understands and aligns with the vision of our organization.  

I wholeheartedly support the recommendation of Hemant Patel to serve on the Visit SLO 
CAL Board. Thank you for your consideration. 

All the Best, 

Chuck Davison 
President & CEO 
Visit SLO CAL 
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