City Manager’s Update
June 3, 2019
Typically, I use the opening section of the City Manager’s Update to discuss important
upcoming City/community events or meetings, and highlight great achievements or efforts
underway by our City staff that help improve the quality of life in Morro Bay. However, given
the recent tragedy that took place in the City Hall of Virginia Beach, I feel compelled to use this
space to express a more somber note.
Twelve lives were cut short on Friday, May 28, 2019, when an employee of the City of Virginia
Beach opened fire inside the main government building of the City. Those lives and those of
their families, their colleagues, first responders and the community of Virginia Beach are
forever marked by this senseless violence. Mass shootings have become all too common in our
Country and no easy solutions seem available to put an end to them.
As the City Manager of Morro Bay, this incident has shaken me to the core as I worry about a
horrific incident like this playing out in our community. I take the responsibility upon myself to
ensure our employees are prepared to respond to an active shooter situation. Just as
important, the City and community members alike must do what we can to prevent a tragedy
like this from ever happening here. With that in mind, if you notice a friend, family member, or
community member struggling emotionally or mentally, please extend a hand and encourage
them to get help. And, if you sense that something is not right and appears to be an imminent
danger to you or the community, please contact the Morro Bay Police Department.
We must take care of each other and work together to keep Morro Bay safe.
Warm Regards,
Scott Collins
City Manager

Public Works
Water Reclamation Facility (WRF) Program Update
The City is making progress on several fronts regarding the Water Reclamation Facility (WRF)
program, including nearing completion of design for the advanced treatment facility, permitting
the overall program, and working with the state on a low-interest State Revolving Fund (SRF)
loan and grant.
WRF Permitting
The California Coastal Commission will consider the consolidated Coastal Development Permit
(CDP) for the WRF program during its July 2019 meeting. The City will host one more public
input opportunity on June 11, 2019, during the regular City Council meeting (5:30 p.m. at the
Vet Hall), prior to the CDP going before the Coastal Commission in July. That July Coastal
Commission public meeting will be held in the San Luis Obispo area in order to provide a
greater opportunity for robust public input from Morro Bay residents. The City will post details
about the Coastal Commission meeting on the City website as soon as the specific date, time
and location has been established for the WRF item.
Permitting work for water quality is on-going with the State and Regional Water Quality Control
Boards. More information to come.
Project Review by City Council and Advisory Boards
The Citizens Finance Advisory Committee (CFAC) and City Council separately reviewed the most
recent WRF Program Monthly Report on May 21 and 28. Some of the key highlights from the
report are that the total project budget is now projected to be $124.5 million (down from $126
million) and the project is slightly behind the original projected schedule, but still on time to
meet the Time Schedule Order requirements to complete the project and have the plant up and
running by early 2023. In addition, the City has been able to gain access to the Dynegy/Vistra
and PG&E sites (on the former Power Plant site) to help complete EIR Addendum work.
The WRF Citizens Advisory Committee (WRFCAC) will meet on Tuesday, June 4, 2019 at
3:00p.m. at the Vets Hall to discuss the 30 percent design for the pipeline conveyance system
for the WRF Program. In addition, the WRFCAC will review a component of the second phase
of the hydrology work for the injection wells component of the WRF Program. This work is
helpful in determining the best location for injection and how much the City can except to
extract from groundwater for potable reuse following injection of highly treated wastewater.
WRF Funding Update
Staff who oversee the California State Revolving Fund (SRF) program are recommending the
City receive up to $105,000,000 in SRF funding (low-interest loan and a grant of $5M) in Fiscal
Year 2019/20. If approved by the State Water Board in June 2019, the City could potentially
reduce water and sewer rates, depending upon the amount received. City staff will analyze the
potential rate impacts and present that information to the CFAC and Council once we have
more information.

Work continues with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s WIFIA program to meet their
technical underwriting requirements to complete the process to receive the WIFIA low-interest
loan.
Consolidated Maintenance Update – Highlights for May
Streets
• Installed 5 new “Bicycle May Use Full Lane” and “Pass 3 Ft. Min.” signs on the
Embarcadero and Atascadero Rd. bike route, “Parking” arrow sign for entrance and
“Stop” sign for exiting N. Morro Creek lot, “No Parking This Side” sign on the 100 blk.
of Trinidad, and replaced ADA sign at Tidelands.
• Cut and dug out an 87’x 7’ failed asphalt area on the 2500 blk. of Ironwood. Installed
geogrid, base and compact, paved and finished 13 tons of Hot Mix Asphalt (HMA).
• Cut and dug out large failed areas of asphalt on the 100 blk. of Tahiti. Installed
geogrid, base and compact, paved back and finished 10 tons of HMA.
• repair several areas and finished 1 ton of HMA on the 3300 blk. of Beachcomber.
• Filled several potholes around town with cold mix asphalt.
• Painted unauthorized red curb back to concrete grey on the 300 blk. of Preston.
Citywide
• Performed weed abatement in City Rights-of-Way, Bike Paths, Parks and Facility
properties.
Lila Keiser
• Cut and dug out a 30’x 30’ failed asphalt area in parking lot. Installed geogrid, base
and compact, paved back and finished 18 tons of HMA.
714 Embarcadero Parking Lot
• Repaired several areas and finish 3 tons of HMA.
City Park
• Reset and repaired electrical pedestal outlet near center tree.
Centennial Park
• Weed abatement and trim bushes on stairway hillside.
• Installed new dripline and wood chips in West Birds of Paradise planter.
• Repaired 3 park security lights with new electrical photocells.
Mariner ParkWeeded, replanted, and install new dripline and wood chips.
Bayshore Bluffs
• Filled in voids around benches on bluff with crushed red rock.

• Installed wood retaining boards for 3 sections of lower staircase landing, filled and
compacted red rock.
• Pressure washed staircase.
Tidelands
• Disassembled and repaired leaking flush valve in women’s restroom.
• Installed new hinges on men’s restroom partition door.
• Cleared, graded and installed wood chips in North island planter.
Harbor RR
• Installed new sensor faucet in women’s restroom.
City Hall
• Prepped, primed and painted two finish coats on hallway walls, re-installed electrical
plates and re-hung pictures.
• Cleared, graded and installed wood chips in front planter.
MBPD Annex
• Replaced electrical ballasts in 2 light fixtures, 2 bulbs in another.
Vets Hall
• Sanded and prepped entire wood floor. Applied sealer and gym floor finish.
Amgen
• Assembled 44 trash and recycle containers, cleaned up all trash and debris from
event.
Corp Yard
• Recycled large scrap metal pile and stacks of pallets. Organized and cleaned yard.

Finance
The Proposed FY 2019/20 Budget to go to Council for Approval on June 11, 2019
Community members can view the Proposed Fiscal Year (FY) 2019/20 Annual Operating and
Capital Budget on the following link:
http://morrobayca.gov/DocumentCenter/View/13292/Proposed-FY-2019_20-Operating-andCapital--Budget
The Proposed Budget reflects a total City budget of $67.1 million with General Fund
expenditures of $14.3 million (both numbers excluding transfers). General Fund revenues are
budgeted at $13.4 million (excluding transfers in), and an additional $1.4 million in transfers for
total General Fund revenues of $14.8 million. The budget reflects modest revenue growth,
relying on the economy to remain steady as the City’s primary revenue sources (Transient

Occupancy Tax, Property Tax and Sales Tax) are highly economically sensitive in nature. In
summary, the proposed budget incorporates funding for 97.1 Full-Time Equivalent (FTE)
positions, in addition to temporary hours to provide critical services to the Morro Bay
community and includes capital expenditures totaling $37 million, of which $33 million is for
the Water Reclamation Facility (WRF) project.
The FY 2019/20 budget was approached with the intent of being mindful of our future while
meeting the needs of today. We were pleased to be able to meet limited staffing and
operational needs without impacting the General Fund, while also keeping our eyes on the
future. We have significant work to continue in FY 2019/20 to enhance existing revenues and
identify new revenues, while exploring cost savings opportunities. We have focused heavily on
economic development, specifically collaborating with the Chamber of Commerce and our
business community partners as economic stability and revenue diversification are an identified
goal of the City Council. City Council will review the FY 2019/20 Proposed Budget for adoption
on June 11, 2019, at 5:30 p.m. in the Vets Hall.

City Clerk
We are pleased to introduce our new Deputy City Clerk, Heather Goodwin, who will replace
current Lori Kudzma, who is moving out of state in June. We will greatly miss Lori, and are
grateful to bring aboard Heather, who has a wealth of experience in City Clerk functions. Here
is a note from Heather:
“I was born and raised in San Luis Obispo and a fifth
generation native. I attended local schools and graduated
from Cal Poly with a Bachelor’s degree in Agribusiness with
a concentration in Finance and Appraisal. While attending
school, I began an eleven-year banking and lending career
which consisted of retail banking and residential and
commercial lending. I decided to make a career change to
pursue my career in the public sector which led me to my
employment as the Deputy City Clerk for City of SLO for the
past seven years.
I currently live in Los Osos and have a wonderful husband
Mike, who is a local residential and commercial Painting Contractor. We have two
adorable boys ages 10 and 4 who are full of energy. I am a family oriented person and
love spending time with my immediate and extended family and friends.“

Harbor
U.S. Lifesaving Association Training Academy
The Harbor and Recreation Departments recently completed this year’s United States Lifesaving

Association (USLA) Training Academy to train this year’s batch of new Lifeguard and Junior
Lifeguard personnel. Beach Lifeguards began staffing over the Memorial Day weekend and will
be on weekend-only duty until mid-June, when schools are out and summer really gets into
swing. Seven-day a week coverage will continue through the Labor Day weekend, after which
they will go back to weekends-only through the Harbor Festival weekend. Beachgoers are
reminded to always swim near a Lifeguard, and don’t hesitate to ask your local guards for the
latest beach and other information.

Army Corps Visit and Annual Dredging Underway
United States Army Corps of Engineers Los Angeles District Commander Colonel Aaron Barta
paid a visit to Morro Bay with his top staff on May 23. Colonel Barta was touring the northern
reaches of his command to meet local partners and address any outstanding dredging or other
issues, and took a bay tour with Mayor Headding, City Manager Scott Collins and Harbor
Director Eric Endersby.
The Corps of Engineers dredge ship YAQUINA arrived in Morro Bay on May 28 for her annual
harbor dredging. She will be here through June 14. Dredging will be concentrated in the
harbor entrance area to ensure our harbor is safely passable during winter months and high
surf, although some interior dredging to about the Target Rock area may take place. Mariners
are reminded that most of the interior harbor channel markers from the entrance to the North
T Pier are removed for the dredging, and therefore the navigation channel is not marked.

Contact the Harbor Patrol, Coast Guard or dredge ship for information if necessary. Harbor
Patrol and Coast Guard can be contacted on marine channel 16, and the dredge, while they do
monitor 16, works on marine channel 13. The YAQUINA’s shore launch is not in operation, so
the Harbor Patrol has been busy assisting the crew transport personnel and supplies back and
forth to the ship.

YAQUINA (Dredge boat) can be seen in the distance near Morro Rock

Coast Guard Update
It is time for the current Chief of Coast Guard Station Morro Bay, Chief Warrant Officer Timothy
Crochet, to move on to his next command. The Change of Command Ceremony will take place
at the North T Pier on June 26, 2019 at 11:00. Chief Crochet is being relieved by Chief Ryan
Widdows. We wish to thank Chief Crochet for his excellent service in Morro Bay, wish him
farewell, and welcome Chief Widdows.

Police
Police Officer Memorial
On Tuesday, May 14, Pismo Beach hosted the local Police Officer Memorial to honor all of those

who gave the ultimate sacrifice for their communities. Mayor Headding and City Manager Scott
Collins joined Chief Cox, Acting Commander Catlett, Sgt Taylor, and Officer Hufstetler at the
ceremony.

AMGEN Tour of California
On May 15, the City hosted the AMGEN pro-bicycle Tour of California race in a very successful
event. Morro Bay Police Department and our allied agencies worked with the City team in an
amazing effort to host these exceptional athletes. Prior to the athletes racing into town, the city
hosted a kids’ bike ride and a community bike ride in partnership with Del Mar Elementary and
Bike SLO County with routes all over town.

Memorial Day
The City was packed over Memorial Day weekend with Art in the Park and many people
escaping the valley for some cool coastal weather. We had limited amounts of calls for service
with only 2 DUI’s.

Fire
Morro Bay Firefighters Prepare for Fire Season
Our City’s and County’s wet winter created a sizable crop of new growth grass, but don’t let the
wet weather fool you as the abundant grass dries into fuel-ripe tinder. Already this week, our
County’s fire agencies responded to a grass fire in east San Luis Obispo County that burned over
1,000 acres. In Morro Bay, you will see firefighters conducting mandated performance
evolutions and training. This year’s schedule includes an additional 30 hours of training to
prepare our team for a season that is guaranteed to bring extreme weather, dead and dying
trees, and challenging fire behavior in our community and state. If you see our firefighters
dragging hose up Black Hill or simulating structure protection evolutions in our neighborhoods,
please be careful as you drive by. To stay informed about your local Fire Department’s action,
follow www.twitter.com/MorroBayFire
To help prepare your family, home, and property in advance of a fire, download Cal Fire Ready
for Wildfire app for free at your app store or http://www.readyforwildfire.org/Ready-forWildfire-App/
This app includes easy-to-follow checklists for maintaining Defensible Space, hardening your
home, creating a wildfire action plan, assembling an emergency supply kit, and evacuation
information. Also, you can get signed-up custom wildfire alerts when an incident is reported in
your area.

Help our
Community prepare
for Fire Season by
clearing weeds and
debris
It’s that time of the

year again, and residents of Morro Bay are encouraged to get an early start on weed
abatement. The Morro Bay Fire Department mission, through its Weed and Vegetation
Abatement program, is to eliminate vegetative growth and/or refuse which may constitute a
fire or life and safety hazard. The weather in April and May varies greatly from year to year and
rain can be common after property owners have cut their parcels. However, it is important to
the overall safety of our community that property owners maintain their weeds/seasonal grass
to 4” in length year-round so we can prevent small fires from becoming large. As the owner,
you have the responsibility to abate any fire hazards or conditions that may exist on your
property by June 15, 2019. Fire Department Personnel will start their inspection program
June 16, 2019.

City of Morro Bay
Abatement Guidelines
#

Clear annual grasses and weeds on empty lots to no more than 4" high by
mowing (disking or rototilling is not permitted).

#

Remove dead bushes, tree limbs, excess trash, wood and other combustibles.
Side and backyards shall be abated.

#

All cuttings within 10 feet of adjoining properties, streets or sidewalks must
be removed and sidewalks, gutter and street areas shall be left clean. No piles or
clumps shall be left on the property; however, finely cut material may be scattered,
providing, the above requirements are met and material will not blow onto
adjoining properties or street areas.

Your cooperation is greatly appreciated in the interest of keeping Morro Bay a fire-safe
community. If you have special problems, questions or need assistance, please contact our
Fire Marshal at the Morro Bay Fire Department at (805) 772-6242 or visit the Official City
Website at www.morrobayca.gov scroll to Departments, Fire, Prevention, and Weed
Abatement.

Tourism

You Waterfront Experience Matters
Salty Sister at Morro Rock, Morro Bay's newest hotel, opened this month and is the epitome of
the waterfront boutique hotel experience! When you stay at a Morro Bay boutique inn it is
more than just a room. It is a vacation activity in and of itself.
Sometimes you step into a lobby and lose your sense of place – you could be anywhere. But
Morro Bay hotels hold onto their essence at every turn and help visitors get to know the
destination. Our boutique hotels also have smaller footprints and are therefore often found
right in the middle of all the action. In the case of Morro Bay, you can find most of them at our
waterfront. Artistic touches and personalized attention are both boutique hotels amenities.

No two properties are the same. Forget the cookie-cutter, instead think interesting layouts,
amenities and designs. Because of the diversity, you are bound to find a place that is perfect
for your group. Salty Sister allows guests to rent out portions or the entire property as your
own private vacation home.
Finding Abundant Fish in Morro Bay
Starting June 1, the daily limits placed by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife on
canary rockfish, black rockfish and lingcod increased. This is good news for Morro Bay
recreational anglers – the stocks are high, which means more fish to catch and the ability to
take more home!
Summer Days in Morro Bay
Memorial Day weekend is the unofficial start of summer. It means longer days at the beach,
cookouts in the park and late nights chasing sunsets. Here's to summer fun! Stay up to date on
all the summer events on our website: https://www.morrobay.org/events/.

May was an Amazing Bike Month in Morro Bay with the AMGEN Tour of California
May was National Bike Month and Morro Bay celebrated with AMGEN Tour of California
coming to town May 15. The Tour de France-style cycling road race took over Morro Bay for
the day and brought lots of excitement including some drama as they rode through Morro Bay
State Park.
Visitors were welcome to become a part of the action and ride across the Stage 4 Finish Line,
even before the pros, during the Morro Bay Community Bike Ride. And the popular Pro Meet &
Greet hosted at the Siren was a great way to keep the excitement going well into the evening –
raising over $5,000 for Bike SLO County.

Morro Bay hotel guests enjoyed the race with free VIP packages when they stayed two or more
nights. Hospitality packages provided the ultimate fan experience – guaranteed seats near the
finish line, food and drink and bit screens to watch the race throughout the day.

Recreation
Special Events
On Saturday May 18th we held our 13th annual Mermaid and Pirate Parade (and sea creatures
too), the event was well attended with around 300 people. We had little mermaids, pirates,
sea creatures and even a visit from a real-life mermaid! A big thank you to Mark Tognazzini and
his staff at Dockside Too Restaurant for providing the location and food for our after parade
“Shellebration”, the Muddskippers band for providing the entertainment, Crills Salt Water Taffy
for the sweet treats in the goody bags, and Under the Sea Gallery for donating gift certificates
for our raffle winners. We look forward to next year’s parade!

Summer is here! Look out for our outdoor events! Get out there and enjoy local vendors while
supporting Project Surf Camp’s Grapes and Hops. Let’s give to those who give to our individuals
with special needs!

Seniors
A picture is worth a thousand words as one can see the festive attire for the first Kentucky
Derby Party we held on Saturday, May 4. Seniors, along with our celebrity bartenders from
Recreation Services, watched the “the greatest two minutes in sports” while donning their
festive hats and sipping authentic mint juleps!
The summer months provide a time for us to take a break from some of our Cuesta College
Emeritus classes just as some, Ballet for Balance, wind down. The good news is that the
popular Art classes will continue to meet throughout the summer. In addition, we have added
a new course for the summer called Film Appreciation. This exciting course will examine films
of 1939, generally regarded as the best year ever in film making. Gone With the Wind, Mr.
Smith Goes to Washington, and Wizard of Oz are just a few of these blockbusters that will be
reviewed and analyzed.
We are also looking forward to hosting our 3rd Annual Open House party on Friday June 21.
This “happy hour” inspired event will feature all of our programs, many with demonstrations,
jewelry sale, art show, and a live “oldies” band with dancing.

Kentucky Derby Party

Aquatics Programs
Our current pool schedule is M, W, F 5:30 am to 8:00 am and M-F, 11:00 am to 1:00 pm and
Sundays, 11:00 am to 4:00 pm.
Our summer schedule will begin on June 10 with swim lessons beginning June 17. We are
fortunate to have the support of the Community Foundation of Estero Bay who will be
providing free swim lessons this summer to families that qualify.

Sports
The Girls Softball season has come to a close. We do not have all-star teams this summer but
have girls playing on teams in SLO and Templeton. On June 15 and 16 we will be hosting the
Coast Summer Slam tournament at Lila Keiser Park. Come out and see tomorrow’s stars play.
We are looking to finish off this girls’ softball season just as strong as we started.

Adult League Softball is also ongoing. Currently we have 3 nights of play in the Spring, Monday
for our Co-Ed, Tuesday we have the Master’s and Wednesday is our Men’s Division.
Registration will begin shortly for the summer season of Adult Softball.
Registration is now open for the 2019 Estero Bay Youth Soccer League. This league is open to
boys and girls ages 4-16. Practices will begin in August with games following in September.
We play games with leagues in Los Osos, Cambria and Templeton. Please contact Parker if you
are interested in coaching (volunteer) or refereeing (paid) this fall.

Save the date! July 20, 2019 will be the 50th Annual Brian Waterbury Memorial Rock to Pier
Run and 8th Annual Half Marathon. We are part of the California Half and Full Marathon
Series. Registration is now open online. Our race is the longest running event on the Central
Coast. Thank you to San Luis Distance Club for your continued support of the run.

Morro Bay Junior Lifeguard program update:
There is still room available in the Junior Waterman Program for ages 12+. The program will
run June 10-June 21. Formal swim assessments have been completed but you can still go to
the pool on Sunday from 11:00-4:00 and be tested.
The Junior Lifeguard Pool Program has been renamed to “Stroke and Endurance for Children”
and will be offered in 2 sessions this summer. Session 1 will be on Sundays, June 2-23 from
11:00 am -12:30 pm and Session 2 will be on both Saturday and Sundays June 22-July 14 from
11:00 am - 12:30 pm. Registration is open online for these programs.
Morro Bay is launching our first ever Recreation Esports (electronic sports) Fortnite
tournament. This event will be hosted at the Rockies Teen Center Saturday June 8th from 12:306:00 pm. This tournament will be open to the public for spectating and the participants must be
5th-12th grade.

Youth Services
•

Youth Services:
o Kids’ Club opened their doors to all new and current families for Del Mar
Elementary School Open House on Thursday May 23rd. We celebrated with
pictures of the school year, crafts, and cookies and punch.
o Kids’ Club will end their school year Thursday June 6th and we would like to thank
everyone for a wonderful school year.

•

Rockies Teen Center and Teen Action Committee
o Rockies Teen Center will end their school year and transition into summer hours.
We look forward to a fun summer with new activities.
o Rockies Teen Center will host MB Recreation’s very first Esports Tournament on
Saturday June 8th.

Community Development

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT ACTIVITY
UPDATE FOR
APRIL 2019
Planning Permits Received

Planning Division Activity
Planning Commission:
April 2, 2019: 461 Fairview; Appeal of
Director’s approval of admin. CDP for a
new 2,635 home including garage.
Action: Appeal Denied
April 16, 2019: 1700 Embarcadero;
CDP/CUP for installation of a 197-foot
long by 39-foot wide solar array carport
structure.
Action: Approved
1279 Embarcadero; CUP for 806 sq.ft.
single story addition to the US Coast
Guard Building.
Action: Approved

•

Use Permit

=1

•

Coastal Dev. Permits

=3

•

Min/Maj. Mod.

=1

•

Sign Permits

=3

Fees collected

= $10,413

Code Enforcement Activity
•
•
•

15 cases initiated
23 cases resolved
13 total pending cases

Building Division Activity
•
•
•
•
•

Permits Issued
Valuation
Fees Received
# of Inspections
New Permits

= 36
= $1,826,660
= $163,035
= 211
= 17

