City Manager’s Update
July 1, 2019
Happy Monday, and almost Happy Birthday to America! 4th of July is just around the corner,
and we hope you can come out and join the fun on the 4th at Tidelands Park. The Family Fun
Day event, which includes live music, food and drink and other entertainment for all ages (such
as a skate race!) runs from 10am-5pm on Thursday, July 4.
This update includes important information regarding the Water Reclamation Facility (WRF),
including the upcoming Coastal Commission hearing on the consolidated permit (July 11th at the
Embassy Suites in SLO), good news from the state about financing the project, and a reminder
about the new water and sewer rates that go into effect in August to support the construction
and operations of the WRF and maintenance of the overall water and sewer systems.
You can also learn about meet several new employees that have filled important vacancies in
the Public Works and Police Department. We are fortunate to hire talented individuals who are
committed to making Morro Bay a great place to live. Please review the Update and let me
know if you have any questions or thoughts about how to make the report more useful.
Have a wonderful week! Feel free to share your thoughts with me by email at
scollins@morrobayca.gov or phone at 805-776-6206.
Sincerely,
Scott Collins
City Manager
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Water Reclamation Facility (WRF) Program Update
The City is making progress on several fronts regarding the Water Reclamation Facility (WRF)
program, including nearing completion of design for the advanced treatment facility, permitting
the overall program, and working with the state on a low-interest State Revolving Fund (SRF)
loan and grant.
WRF Permitting
The California Coastal Commission (CCC) will consider the consolidated Coastal Development
Permit (CDP) for the WRF program at its July 11, 2019 meeting. The public meeting will take
place at the Embassy Suites in San Luis Obispo, beginning at 9:00a.m. Members of the
community are encouraged to either attend the meeting in person and/or submit comments to
the Commission on the item by linking to the July 2019 CCC meeting agenda, clicking the July 11
meeting date tab, scrolling to the WRF item (13a) and clicking the "submit comment" link in the
project description. The July 2019 CCC meeting agenda can be found at:
https://www.coastal.ca.gov/meetings/agenda/#/2019/7
The staff report for the WRF consolidated Coastal Development Permit can be found at:
https://documents.coastal.ca.gov/reports/2019/7/Th13a/Th13a-7-2019-report.pdf
Permitting work for water quality is on-going with the State and Regional Water Quality Control
Boards. More information to come.
WRF Funding Update
The City received good news on June 18, 2019 in Sacramento. The State Water Board approved
its Fiscal Year 2019/20 Intended Use Plan for wastewater and water project funding. The City
of Morro Bay’s WRF project was approved to be part of the IUP for 2019/20. This means the
City is primed to receive up to $105,000,000 in SRF funding (low-interest loan and a grant of
$5M) in Fiscal Year 2019/20. The City has re-engaged its rate consultant to review the different
scenarios on the SRF and WIFIA financing and will work closely with the staff at the State Water
Board and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to determine the optimal blend of
those financing sources. Based upon this good news, the City is anticipating that it will be able
to reduce water/sewer monthly rates by about $5 to $10 (more information about the new
water/sewer rates that go into effect in August can be found in the Finance section of this
report). City staff will analyze the potential rate impacts and present that information to the
CFAC and Council once we have more information.
Lastly, the City is completing the last few remaining pieces to finalize the loan agreement with
the U.S. Agency on the WIFIA low-interest loan. Once the loan agreement is in place, and if the
City receives the permit from the California Coastal Commission and property is acquired for
the treatment facility off South Bay Boulevard, WRF construction can begin. City staff estimates
that construction could begin as early as September 2019.

Utilities Division
The Utilities Department recently welcomed aboard Operator Chris Nichols, filling a vacant
Multiple Certification Operator position. Chris previously worked for the City of San Luis Obispo,
received his bachelor’s degree from Chico State, and brings extensive equipment operations
experience to the City.

Three operators obtained or increased their state wastewater certification. Congratulations to
Chad Rocha for obtaining his grade one, Landon Mortimer and Dane Lundy for advancing to
grade three. State Certification is a requirement to operate a wastewater treatment plant with
grade levels one through five, five being the highest.
Consolidated Maintenance Update - Top Results for the Last Four Weeks
•

Streets
• Cut and dig out 6 failed areas of asphalt on the 1300 blk. of Clarabelle and 1300 blk.
of Bolton. Base back, compact and pave back with a total of 8.5 tons of Hot Mix
Asphalt.
• Skin patch repairs made with 1 ton of HMA: 1 location on Driftwood/Morro, 2
locations on Zanzibar.
• Cut and dig out damaged asphalt area at the 500 blk. of Zanzibar. Base, compact and
pave back 4 tons of HMA.
• Cut and dig out a 60’ x 24’ of failed asphalt on the 400 blk. of Jamaica. Base and
compact 96 tons of Class II base flush with street.
• Installed new pole and ADA parking sign at the 1200 blk. of the Embarcadero parking
lot.

• Trimmed bushes out of the bike lane from the 1300-1500 blk. of Quintana and
hedges blocking traffic signs on Avalon/Ironwood.
• Installed 32 “4th of July” banners for display on City poles along the Embarcadero.
• Built and installed a wood walkway to bridge gap on path of travel from Anchor to
Embarcadero.

Before and after on Zanzibar

•
•
•

•

•

•

Roundabout
• Replaced bad float, timer and water pump at the rock fountain for proper operation.
Bayshore Bluffs
• Repaired irrigation main line break, replaced vacuum breaker assembly and 2” pipe.
714 Embarcadero Parking Lot
• Contracted slurry seal, striped standard and ADA parking spaces, walkways, no
parking areas and directional arrows.
City Park
• Repaired toilet flush push button assembly and flush valve assembly in men’s
restroom.
Cloisters
• Replaced hardware on the play structure suspended bridge and platform. Added
guardrail where fireman pole was removed.
• Removed reeds near pond area that had blocked the parking lot outfall.
Morro Rock
• Installed 8 memorial plaques on concrete benches along Rock and Target Rock
lookouts.

•

•
•

•
•
•

City Hall
• Rewired 30 light fixtures in front offices, lobby and hallway and replaced T8 bulbs
with LED bulbs for LED retrofit saving a total of 850 watts of power. Also installed all
new light fixture lenses.
• Prepped and painted Accounting Manager’s office.
Public Works
• Installed new drip line, wood chips and wood border in south planter.
Vets Hall
• Installed new low flow sensor faucet in men’s restroom.
• Installed new low flow power flush toilet and water supply fitting in women’s
restroom.
Teen Center
• Installed wood kickers to prop up backyard wooden fence along west side.
MB Police Building
• Patched, textured, primed and painted holes in drywall.
MB Community Center
• Repaired push bar linkage mechanism in west auditorium door for proper operation
and security.
• Rewired light fixture in men’s restroom and replaced bulbs with LED for retrofit.

Finance
Finance – Happy New Fiscal Year from the Finance
Team!
The Finance Department is welcoming in the new fiscal
year and diligently working to close out Fiscal Year
2018/19 (FY = Fiscal Year). We use this time to reflect
back on the past fiscal year and see what we have
completed and set our priorities for the new fiscal year. FY 2018/19 was a busy year …
culminating with the most recent adoption of the FY 2019/20 Operating and Capital Budgets.
We have also implemented the City’s Purchase Order module, adopted a Fiscal Emergency Plan,
Adopted Financial Policies and Procedures, were awarded the outstanding budget award for
the FY 2017/18 Adopted Operating and Capital budgets, facilitated the fee study update and
continue to support the Water Infrastructure Financing Innovation Act (WIFIA) and State
Revolving Fund Loan (SRF) processes to help secure low interest financing for the City’s Water
Reclamation Facility.
There is much work ahead of us in the new Fiscal Year as the Council, Community and Staff
navigate new revenue options for the City to help address the future structural budget
challenges, examine options to reduce the City’s unfunded accrued liability for pension related
expenditures, and examine ways to fund deferred capital and infrastructure needs. The City is
currently considering engaging a professional consulting firm to assist with community polling
and focus groups to determine residents’ preferences and choices for services and addressing
the structural budget challenges and will also be using the POLCO survey function to obtain
resident input. In addition, the City will be hearing about the draft Fee Study update in which
the City’s Master Fee Schedule has been analyzed to consider updating fees to cost recovery
level. The draft Fee Study Update will be heard at July 9, 2019 Council meeting, followed by a
series of community outreach meetings before the Council considers adoption of a new fee
schedule in late Summer.
Utility Discount Program – The City’s Utility Discount Program is available for residents that
meet income qualifications, primarily if you are enrolled in PG&E’s Care program then you will
qualify for the City’s Utility Discount Program (UDP). The program offers a 10% discount off a
customer’s monthly bill. Applications are available at City Hall and on the City’s website. Please
reach out to City staff if you have any questions or we can assist you in enrolling in this
program. Also, every July we remind customers that if you are currently enrolled in the
program you must reapply each year to maintain enrollment status. More information on the
Utility Discount Program can be found on the City’s website and is available in both English and
Spanish.
Utility Rate Increases –Effective in July, the City’s new water and sewer rates will go into effect,
that includes the WRF surcharge (the total utility bill for an average single family home will be
$191/month). You will first see these charges on your August bill, but we want to prepare

people in advance so that you can plan accordingly. The City is working on a new revised bill
format that will hopefully be easier to read and understand for our customers. This will be first
rolled out in August as well for the July bills. More information about the utility rate increase
can be found at: https://morrobaywrf.com/new-rates-to-appear-in-august-bill/.

Police
Changes at Morro Bay Police Department
The Morro Bay Police Department is transitioning through a few changes over the next
month. We have added two new officers Chris Galaz and Art Vasquez, who are currently in
their field training program. Senior Officer Jeremy Painter resigned leaving the Law
Enforcement profession and moving out of California to seek other opportunities for himself
and his family. Sgt. Gian Mettifogo announced his retirement from Law Enforcement and will
be transitioning to a career in educating future law enforcement officers. This provided an
opportunity for internal officers to seek promotion and we are proud to announce that Officer
Luke Riddering is being promoted to Senior Officer and Senior Officer Dale Cullum is being
promoted to Sergeant. Please Join us as we wish Officers Painter and Mettifogo the best in
their new adventures, and in congratulating Officers Riddering and Cullum in their new
assignments.

Chief Cox introduces new officers Art Vasquez and Chris Galaz

On June 19th, Chief Cox and Sgt. Tony Mosqueda joined Councilmember Dawn Addis in San Luis
Obispo at a “Documenting Hate” seminar led by SLO PD. This event focused on law
enforcement’s efforts to document and track those incidents of discrimination and hate often
expressed to minority groups throughout our country. MBPD is dedicated to addressing those
incidents where any of our community members or visitors may be specifically targeted for any
reason and we encourage you to contact us immediately if you are a victim of this type of
activity.

Chief Cox has announced the formation of the Chief’s Advisory Committee. The Committee was
created to act as an advisory resource for the Chief in the formation of strategies, development
of community policing concepts and increasing public awareness. The committee is intended to
provide a forum for discussions concerning community issues and the goal is to have a broad
spectrum of viewpoints represented. To carry out its purpose, the committee will address
overcoming concerns associated with police-community relations, the improvement of the
Morro Bay Police Department’s operations, and public safety issues in order to further enhance
the quality of life in our community. The CAC will act as a sounding committee for the Chief
regarding community needs and concerns, keep the Chief apprised of the community’s need for
police services, and assist in educating the community at large about the function and role of
the Morro Bay Police Department.
The following community members were selected to participate in the inaugural Chief’s
Advisory Committee which will start meeting in July:
Meredith Bates
Colette Came
Rick Cobbs
Patricia Gordon
Xavier Ortiz Jr.
On June 26, 2019 approx. 30 youths from the California Cadet Corps of Camp SLO came to tour
the Morro Bay Police Department. The youth received a guided tour by Sgt. Mosqueda and got
to see first-hand the inner operations of a police department. The Cadets were given the
opportunity to interact with several officers, explore police vehicles, motorcycles and other
equipment used in the daily operations of police services. The Cadets were provided with
several souvenirs and informational brochures before their departure. We wish them all well in
their future endeavors.

Harbor
The Harbor Department has welcomed the summer activities and crowds. Several groups have
requested Harbor Patrol to give “Dock Talks” on boating safety or maritime opportunities
including the Leadership SLO Class, Sealife Stewards, California Cadet Corps, Cuesta College
Summer Transportation Institute and of course the Morro Bay Junior Lifeguard program
(pictured). The Harbor Patrol conducted dynamic training with the advanced Junior Lifeguard
kids with several scenarios of rescue response including a vessel lost in the fog that drifted in
through the surf, surf rescue of multiple victims, rock rescue (pictured) and boating hazards.

Beach lifeguards are in full swing out at Morro Rock staffing the towers 7 days a week between
10:30a.m. to 5:30p.m. They have already made several rescues for swimmers or surfers caught
in rip currents. Remember to get out of a rip current you need to swim parallel to the beach
before trying to swim in.

Sick sea lions have been abundant keeping the Marine Mammal Center busy and the public
concerned. Harbor Patrol has been assisting as much as possible but urges the public to keep
clear of them as they can be dangerous and aggressive. If you see a sick or injured sea lion
please call 805-771-8300 to report it to the Marine Mammal Center. Harbor Patrol also has
released several rehabilitated sea birds lately back into the open ocean. Pictured is Harbor
Patrol Officer Marcos Green and Lifeguard Kevin McCall releasing a cormorant caught up in
fishing line. McCall had to swim in the water to release the line caught in the rocks.

We witnessed a Coast Guard Change of Command Ceremony (pictured) this week giving special
thanks to the departing Chief Warrant Officer Timothy Crochet after his year of service to our
community while he continues his watch up in Washington State. We would like welcome Chief
Ryan Widdows to lead Station Morro Bay and look forward to working together with him.

Tourism
Arrival of WWII P-520 Crash Boat for Independence Week Peaks Patriot Pride

Monday - Friday, July 1 - 5, has been dubbed Patriots’ Pride Week for the historic 85-foot long
WWII Crash Rescue Boat that will be in the harbor offering tours starting July 1st. Because of
this incredible event, Morro Bay has quite a bit of patriot pride and they want to share it with
veterans and guests.
About P-520 Crash Rescue Boats
The P-520 Boat is a United States Army Air Forces
Crash Rescue Boat from WWII, commonly referred
to as "crash boats" since they were intended to
retrieve downed pilots and crew. P-520s served on
the west coast during WWII and some crash boats
were stationed in Morro Bay where they trained
infantrymen in landing operations with the Landing
Craft Vehicle Personnel (LCVP) or "Higgins" boats.
The P-520s were rescue boats not meant for
offensive operations, but did carry some
armament including two mountable, operational
.50 caliber Browning machine guns in “gun tubs.” Physically the boat is 85-feet long, with a 20foot beam. Crash boats look very much like the famed PT Boats of WWII often shown on the
McHale’s Navy television show during the 1960’s.

This particular P-520 arriving in Morro Bay also served a stint at Avila Beach for a period in 1944
and undoubtedly came into Morro Bay during that time. It was built in Southern California and
is the only, fully intact, restored US Crash Boat in the world. The P-520 was restored by the
current owner and his late father over the course of 10-12 years. The owner offered to let the
Morro Bay Maritime Museum use it as an educational and fundraising platform from the week
of 4th of July through the Annual Morro Bay Harbor Festival the first weekend of October.
Tours
Docked between the Great American Fish Company and the Harbor Hut on the north end of the
Embarcadero, WWII P-520 Crash Boat tour tickets will be available at the Morro Bay Maritime
Museum for $5 - $7 starting Monday, July 1, 2019. Many waterfront restaurants and businesses
will offer specials on July 4th for Veterans. See all the Patriots’ Pride Week specials here.

Fire
Fireworks in Morro Bay
The Fourth of July is approaching and the City of Morro Bay
will be hosting citywide events celebrating Independence
Day. This festive holiday draws numerous visitors to the
Morro Bay community. Morro Bay public safety
professionals want to remind our community and visitors
about firework safety and the permitted and prohibited use
of fireworks.
The City of Morro Bay Municipal Code 14.08.090 permits
the use of “safe and sane” fireworks on private property within the City limits. Fireworks are
not permitted on public property such as our parking lots, our parks, or our beaches. All uses
of “dangerous fireworks” are prohibited within our City which include bottle rockets, aerial
shells, firecrackers, and sky lanterns. The California Health and Safety Code, Section 12505,
defines “dangerous fireworks,” as fireworks that does not have the State Fire Marshal’s “safe
and sane” seal placed on it

As per Morro Bay Municipal Code 14.08.090, any use of illegal fireworks in Morro Bay or
improper use of “safe and sane” fireworks in Morro Bay will result in a $1,000 citation including
first time offenses.
Fire Marshal, Matthew Vierra states, “People who use illegal
fireworks are a danger to themselves, their friends and their
communities. There are plenty of alternatives for celebrating the 4th
of July safely without using bottle rockets, aerial shells and other
illegal pyrotechnics that can cause injuries and damage property.” In
2018, about 9,000 people in our nation were treated in hospital
emergency rooms for injuries associated with fireworks with most
occurring during the week of July 4th. Children and young adults
under the age of 20 years old accounted for 46 percent of the
estimated injuries. “Safe and sane” fireworks should be used only
with extreme caution. Older children should be closely supervised,
and younger children should not be allowed to play with fireworks, including sparklers.
Members of the Morro Bay Fire, Harbor, and Police Departments will be working with our
community ensuring public safety during this year's July 4th
celebration. We will have numerous officers, firefighters, and
harbor personnel patrolling our City streets and our beaches
assisting with citywide celebratory events. We are hopeful
everyone will be safe with lawful fireworks and will comply with
the provisions of the municipal code and have a safe fun-filled July
4th celebration.
Please join us at Tidelands Park on the 4th celebrating
Independence Day.
More information about the use of fireworks in Morro Bay is included on the next page of the
report (see below).

The City has a new Firefighter Paramedic
The Morro Bay Fire Department is pleased to announce the hiring of
Andrew Schechter as a Firefighter Paramedic. Andrew participated in
a multiple day selection process that involved fire industry peers and
community members. Andrew stated, “I am excited to work in the
county where I grew up, attended the fire academy and college, and
serve the citizens of Morro Bay.”
Andrew grew up in Templeton and graduated from Templeton High
School in 2008. That same year, Andrew attended Cuesta College
and transferred to Cal Poly San Luis Obispo graduating in 2012 where
he obtained his B.S. Degree in Kinesiology. Andrew started his fire
career in Avila Beach through Cal Fire and transferred to Humboldt
County as a Seasonal Firefighter in 2013. Andrew attended the Fire Academy at Allan Hancock
College in 2015 and attended Paramedic School at Mount San Antonio College in Walnut
California. Andrew performed his clinical time at Long Beach Memorial and his internship with
Los Angeles City Fire Department in the Community of Century City. Firefighter Paramedic
Andrew Schechter returned to our county obtaining a job with San Luis Ambulance and as a
Reserve Firefighter with Cambria Fire Department.
Andrew’s parents, Stan and Monica Schechter, reside in Templeton and have been great
supporters in his career choice. Andrew enjoys many outdoor activities such as hiking,
camping, surfing both short and long boards in Morro Bay.
Fire Chief Steven Knuckles stated, “Andrew is wellprepared; he has compassion for people and passion
about his job. Andrew is a great example of a local
high school and Cal Poly graduate that is deciding to
work in his community helping his neighbors. Kids
who grow up local make great Morro Bay Firefighter
Paramedics”
Firefighter Paramedic Schechter is currently
attending a 160-hour orientation with the Fire
Department. Andrew will be introduced to the City
Council on July 9th and will be formally sworn in as Firefighter Paramedic on July 16th, at 9:00
am at the Morro Bay Harbor Street Fire Station, 715 Harbor Street.

Recreation
Special Events

Come join us on the 4th of July for our annual Family Fun Day. We have an afternoon full of
fun, family friendly activities—carnival games ($5 for all day), food, magic show, music, bike
parade, a visit from Thomas Jefferson, a paddle parade and skateboard race. We will even
have a beer garden this year. Bike valet will be onsite to safely store your bike at Tidelands
Park. There will be no parking (except Handicap and boat trailers) at Tidelands Park.

Seniors
We hosted our 3rd Annual Open House party on Friday June 21. This “happy hour” inspired
event featured all of our programs, many with demonstrations, jewelry sale, art show, and a
live “oldies” band with dancing.
Also, our Cuesta Emeritus classes began this month with Art – drawing, watercolor,
appreciation, and explorations – and Film Appreciation.

Aquatics Programs
Our current pool schedule is Mondays-Fridays 6:00 am to 9:00 am, Mondays-Fridays 11:00 am
to 3:00 pm and Saturday/Sundays 11:00 am to 4:00 pm for lap swim. Recreational Swim will
be available on Tuesday/Thursday 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm and Saturday 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm. We
will be closed on July 4th .
Summer swim lessons are underway. We are fortunate to have the support of the Community
Foundation of Estero Bay who will be providing free swim lessons this summer to families that
qualify. Space is still available.

Sports
Summer Adult Softball will be starting the week of July 8. Plans are for Coed on Monday night,
Master’s on Tuesday and Men’s on Thursday.
Registration is now open for the 2019 Estero Bay Youth Soccer League. This league is open to
boys and girls ages 4-16. Practices will begin in August with games following in September.
We play games with leagues in Los Osos, Cambria and Templeton. Please contact Parker if you
are interested in coaching (volunteer) or refereeing (paid) this fall.

Save the date! July 20, 2019 will be the 50th Annual Brian Waterbury Memorial Rock to Pier
Run and 8th Annual Half Marathon. We are part of the California Half and Full Marathon
Series. Registration is now open on-line through runsignup.com. Our race is the longest
running event on the Central Coast. Thank you to San Luis Distance Club for your continued
support of the run.

Morro Bay Junior Lifeguard program is underway. In our Junior Waterman program we had 8
hearty souls that challenged the skills on a daily basis including Pillar Rock Jumps and pole
fishing. (please do not try this yourself. We had safety procedures in place)

Morro Bay Junior Lifeguard Program session 1 is underway with 100 boys and girls participating.
We had a visit to Harbor Patrol and Coast Guard this week and were visited by the John Wayne
Cancer Society’s Block the Blaze Program.
Morro Bay is launched our first ever Recreation Esports (electronic sports) Fortnite tournament.
This event was hosted at the Rockies Teen Center Saturday June 8th from 12:30-6:00 pm. There
were 26 players this year.

Youth Services
•

Youth Services:
o Kids Camp is under way with a summer of fun and adventure. They have weekly
themes and fun activities. You can register for 1 day or an entire week. This
past week they visited the Library and saw animals from Pacific Wildlife Care
Center. They also visited the pool.

o Rockies Teen Center and Teen Action Committee
o Rockies Teen Center will end their school year and transition into summer hours.

o We look forward to a fun summer with new activities.

Community Development

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT ACTIVITY
UPDATE FOR MAY 2019
962 Piney Way; Sign Exception Permit
to allow for a second free standing
entry sign for St. Timothy’s church.
Action: Approved

Planning Permits Received

Planning Division Activity
Planning Commission:
May 7, 2019: 3300 Panorama; Appeal of
Director’s approval of minor
modification for demolition of 3 small
sheds and 3 fire hydrants. Action:
Appeal Upheld. Applicant directed to
submit for a major modification
2790 Indigo Circle; CDP/CUP for
construction of a new 2,424 sq.ft.
house and 420 sq.ft. garage.
Action: Approved
May 21, 2019: 495 Atascadero Road;
CDP/CUP for after the fact construction
of a new 24’ X 33’ metal maintenance
building with a height of 22.5’. Action:
Approved

•

Use Permits

=5

•

Coastal Dev. Permits

=7

•

Min/Maj. Mod.

=1

•

Lot line adj.

=1

•

Sign Permits

=3

Fees collected

= $14,470

Code Enforcement Activity
•
•
•

5 cases initiated
5 cases resolved
9 total pending cases

Building Division Activity
•
•
•
•

•

Permits Issued
Valuation
Fees Received
# of Inspections

= 38
= $760,325
= $52,557
= 152

New Permits

= 14

