City Manager’s Update

May 5, 2022
Many of the core issues impacting the Morro Bay community, be it water, infrastructure,
housing, homelessness, climate change, recycling, etc., also impact our neighbors. These issues
don’t abide by jurisdictional boundaries, and present opportunities to work together in a
cohesive and more effective fashion compared to going it alone. Thankfully, the various
entities within the San Luis Obispo area, have a long history of partnering to solve regional
challenges. Morro Bay officials represent our community on various regional boards and
committees to ensure your voice is heard and that we get things done as a region. We also
work closely with state and federal elected officials and agencies to help fund local and regional
efforts highlighted above. Here’s just a snippet of regional bodies that the Morro Bay Mayor,
Councilmembers, and staff participate in to tackle these challenges head on regionally:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Regional transportation and infrastructure – San Luis Obispo Council of Governments
and Regional Transit Authority
Recycling, composting and waste reduction – Integrated Waste Management Authority
Water – County Water Resources Advisory Committee
Air pollution – Air Pollution Control District
Estuary – National Estuary Program
Homelessness – Estero Bay Alliance of Care, Steering Committee to update the County’s
plan to reduce homelessness, and the County Homeless Services Oversight Council
Housing – San Luis Obispo County Housing Trust Fund
Childcare – First 5 SLO County

We are stronger together. Hope you enjoy the City updates below.
Thanks!
Scott Collins
City Manager, scollins@morrobayca.gov

COVID-19 Update
Our City staff and volunteers continue to work closely with San Luis Obispo County Public
Health Department, our County’s EOC, helping our workforce, volunteers, and citizens to
reduce the spread of COVID-19. The number of daily cases of COVID-19 have risen slightly in
recent weeks, with no changes to overall protocols.
The current California Department of Public Health face mask guidance strongly recommends
but no longer requires individuals mask in indoor public settings. As of April 10th, the
requirement for masking on public transit and in transportation hubs has been lifted. Masks
are still required for all individuals regardless of vaccination status in hospitals, homeless
shelters, correctional facilities, healthcare facilities and long-term care facilities. While the
mask mandate has been lifted, folks may choose to continue to wear them. For those who have
questions about which masks are most effective, the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) has a helpful resource.
The COVID-19 testing sites in San Luis Obispo and Paso Robles are open Monday – Friday from
7:00 am to 7:00 pm, closed for lunch and dinner from 11 am - noon and 4:00 pm - 5:00 pm.
The Grover Beach test site is available those same hours Monday – Thursday (closed on
Fridays). Learn more at https://www.slocounty.ca.gov/COVID-19.aspx.
City Hall, the Shasta building (Community Development and Public Works) and the Harbor
Office are opened with modified hours Monday through Thursday (8:00 am to 12:00 pm). The
Police and Fire administration buildings will remain open during normal business hours.
Recreation Services at the Community Center is open Monday – Friday, 9:00 am – 1:00 pm and
the Senior Center is open Monday – Friday 9:00 am – 4:00 pm. The City has transitioned to
hybrid City Council and advisory board meetings where members of the public can join us at the
Veterans Hall or view meetings and provide public comment via Zoom.
SLO County and cities within the region, including Morro Bay, are encouraging members of the
community to take advantage of vaccines and booster shots. The vaccines are safe, effective,
and free for all members of the community ages 5 and up. All three COVID-19 vaccines and
boosters effectively prevent severe illness, hospitalization, and death. The County has a helpful
webpage for vaccine information.
Remember to get tested if you have upper respiratory symptoms, such as sniffles or sneezing, or

if you think you may have been exposed. If you test positive, please isolate following the CDC
guidelines. If you haven’t already done so, get your vaccine, and a booster shot if you are
eligible. Thank you for doing your part to stay safe and healthy!

Police
Patrol Operations
 San Luis Obispo Regional SWAT Team Train at Vistra Energy Power Plant
On April 13th, the San Luis Obispo Regional SWAT Team held their monthly training at the Vistra
Energy property in Morro Bay. Team members utilized the property to train for several
scenarios that could be encountered by the team. It is important for SLO Regional SWAT Team
to find unique training locations around the county to aid in team training and development.
Thank you Vistra Energy for allowing access to the property. MBPD Sergeant Will Marvos and
Officer Jason Ta represented our department as members of the regional team.

 Department Increases Traffic Monitoring and Enforcement after Increase in
Community Complaints
Over the past few months, the MBPD has received numerous complaints related to
speeding in our neighborhoods. The department continues to use our digital message
boards reminding drivers to slow down, drive safely, and watch their speeds. Since the
first of the year, the department has sent several of the newer officers to the lidar/radar
speed enforcement training to provide them the tools and training required by the state
to utilize radar enforcement. As calls for service and staffing allow, the community can
expect to see officers using radar to cite drivers who are speeding on our city streets.

Support Services
 Welcome back Macey Schott
The department is excited to welcome back Macey Schott who is
the new department Property and Evidence Technician. Macey
worked for the department previously as a Records Technician
before she left to stay home and build her family. Macey returns to
the department to fill this important role as the keeper of all
property and evidence. Welcome back Macey!

 MBPD Welcomes Volunteer Chaplain Ed Compean
It is a pleasure to introduce our department’s newest Volunteer Chaplain, Ed Compean.
Chaplain Compean is the Lead Pastor at Shoreline Calvary Church in Morro Bay. Ed has
been a Chaplain serving the San Luis Obispo County Sheriff’s Office over the past few
years. Chaplain Ponder aided in connecting Chaplain Compean with our department as
Chaplain Ponder prepares for his departure to Idaho. Chaplain Compean is officially a
part of the PD team and will be introduced at the upcoming department annual meeting
on April 30th.

Community Outreach
 Coffee with a Cop
On April 9th, the Morro Bay Police Department hosted our Coffee with a Cop event at
the Morro Bay Coffee Company. The event hosted community members on the back
patio, with many participants walking to the location. Officers and residents discussed
crime trends, quality of life issues, the neighborhood cop program, and got to know one
another over coffee. We look forward to connecting with more residents at our next
Coffee with a Cop event.

 Officers visit Morro Bay Active Adults
On April 22nd, MBPD Officers were invited to the first in-person meeting of the Morro
Bay Active Adults group since the pandemic. Several officers and Chief Cox joined the
meeting and dinner event held at the Community Center. Officers appreciated the
invitation and enjoyed getting to know some of our Morro Bay active adults.

Fire
Fire Chief Update
The Fire Department responded to 147 incidents in the month
of March. Of those we responded to
•
•
•
•
•
•

2 Fires
85 EMS incidents
3 Hazardous Condition
21 Service Calls/ PSA
26 Good Intent/ Cancelled
10 False Alarms

In preparation for the upcoming fire season, we are in the
process of recruiting three (3) Seasonal Firefighters that will
work until the end of October. These Seasonal Firefighters will
assist with business inspections, fire prevention activities, and
participate in Mutual Aid responses.
Department members continue to focus on training, we sent Captain Hasch and Engineer Kelly
to the National Fire Academy in Emmitsburg Maryland for Emergency Operations Center
training with other participants from San Luis Obispo County. Engineer Watson participated in
the FMC Water Rescue Technician course hosted by Cambria Fire. Multiple other department
members participated in the Fire investigator and Fire
Instructor Courses recently held in Paso Robles.
The Fire Department responded to a residential structure fire
on Bernardo Street. There were no injuries reported and crews
were able to limit spread into the living area of the home. One
adjacent home suffered damage to the exterior siding and
windows.
Fire Marshal Update
The annual weed abatement program is in effect. Residents have until June 1st, 2022 to clear all
weeds and hazard fuels from their properties. Information can be found on the city website.

Harbor
Harbor Patrol statistics for March and April, 2022 were 21 emergency responses, 208 calls for
service, 80 assists of other agencies, 60 enforcement contacts, 135 bay patrols, 439 land
patrols, 311 maintenance actions, 26 weather warnings, and six hazardous bar warnings. With
the opening of Recreational Fishing on April 1st and Commercial Salmon season on May 1st
more boating activity has been apparent in Morro Bay. Here is a sampling of activity for the
months of March and April 2022:
3/12/22
Harbor Patrol responded to a report of a climber on the Rock. The climber was escorted
down by Morro Bay Fire and State Parks. Harbor Patrol also rescued a Cal Poly student
from the water off of the North T- Pier and relocated her and her paddleboard to
Coleman Beach.
3/20/22
Harbor Patrol responded to a report of an eight-year-old kayaker who was separated
from their kayaking group. Patrol located the girl near the State Park Marina and
reunited her with her family.
4/2/22
Harbor Patrol was informed of individual with a broken hip on a recreational fishing
vessel which was four hours away, motoring down from Piedras Blancas. Harbor Patrol
and Morro Bay Fire stood by at the vessel’s slip for the patient’s arrival and assisted with
unloading the patient from the vessel to the ambulance for transport to a local hospital.
4/9/22
Harbor Patrol was dispatched to Pacific and Embarcadero for medical aid of an
unresponsive female, who was possibly intoxicated. Patrol staff assisted Morro Bay Fire
with IV fluids and loading patient into an ambulance for transportation to a local
hospital.

Safety Talk
On March 30, Harbor Patrol Supervisor Kelly held a
special safety meeting at the Morro Bay Yacht Club for
local waterfront businesses who rent equipment to the
public for use on Morro Bay waters, or who operate
bay cruise or other in-bay passenger-for-hire
operations including organizations with regular
participants on the water. This meeting is designed to
assist businesses with their safety lectures given to the
public when renting out equipment in the busy summer
season. Guest speakers included USCG, Morro Bay
State Parks, Sea Otter Savvy with discussions between Fish and Wildlife Wardens and Biologists.

Patrol Boat 3869 Retrofit Update
The patrol boat refit project continues at Radon Boats in
Goleta. The work raising the cabin roof has been
completed and looks great (our 6’5” patrol officer will fit
nicely). The helm console has been blanked out to
accommodate the installation of navigational equipment
and radios. Also, the placement of the small pedestal on
which the main engine throttle controls are mounted was
checked and found satisfactory (a very important factor to
Harbor Department personnel since so many different
people operate the boat).
The fire pump and its drive motor have been received and
fit into the boat. The pump/motor set sits into the boat’s
center hold better than originally anticipated. Radon
removed a hydraulic tank that was built into the hull,
which allows the pump to sit farther aft and lower down
in the compartment – an important factor in the overall
weight distribution and stability of the boat. The size of the hatch opening over the pump
compartment has been determined. The decision was made to widen and lengthen the existing
hatch significantly to allow ample room to service the fire pump, as well as to provide
convenient storage for supplies. This will also allow for a more even deck surface outside the
main cabin door to ease entry and exit for crew members. Along the lines of increasing
serviceability of the fire pump, a proposed watertight bulkhead between the main engine
compartment and the fire pump compartment was altered to have two removable watertight
hatches added to it, which will allow access to the front accessory area of the fire pump’s drive
motor.

In the main engine compartment, the only needed
modifications were to the hull stringers to accommodate
the mounts for the new main propulsion engines. That
work has been completed. Significantly, the new engines
have finally arrived at the local dealer, after weeks of delay
and waiting. Global supply chain issues have played a
significant factor in slowing the progress of the project,
and more unplanned impacts may occur before the project
is complete. Fortunately, the Harbor Department has
already taken delivery of all the boat’s navigation and
communications equipment. The Harbor Department’s
best estimate for taking delivery of the completed boat is
now late July.
Division of Boating and Waterways - Marine Law
Enforcement Rescue Boat Operations
March 21 to March 25, two Harbor Patrol Reserved staff
members attended a five day, 40-hour POST certified course
for marine patrol officers who operate emergency response
boats under varying conditions down in Los Angeles, CA.
This course will cover emergency response operations,
towing, offshore operations, and search & recovery. The
POST course title is ‘Boating: Rescue Boat Operation’,
presenter #9400, course #20250.* Prerequisite: Students
must have completed basic boat operator training (e.g.
Basic Maritime Officer’s course, Inland Boat Operations, or
have twelve months of marine patrol experience).
The Division of Boating and Waterways (DBW) Marine Law
Enforcement Training Program provides training courses
statewide to local law enforcement officers, harbor patrol
officers, lifeguards, and other first responders that work in a
marine patrol environment.

National Safe Boating Week: May 21-27, 2022
Reminding all boaters to brush up on boating safety skills and prepare for the boating season.
This observance week is the annual kick-off of the Safe Boating Campaign, a global awareness
effort that encourages boaters to make the most of their boating adventure by being
responsible. The Safe Boating Campaign is produced under a grant from the Sports Fish
Restoration and Boating Trust Fund and administered by the U.S. Coast Guard. The campaign
offers a variety of free and paid resources to support local boating safety education efforts.
Learn more at www.safeboatingcampaign.com.
AUCTIONS
It’s official Ex-Patrol Vessel 3866 is up for auction.
SLOCAL Estate Auctions, Inc has listed the 1995
Radoncraft model, made by Davis Boats, with its
1999 Pacific galvanized two-axle trailer. The ExHarbor Patrol vessel, is being sold as-is. The engine
does not currently run but ran when the vessel was
stored in 2018. Hours on the engine and outdrive
are unknown due to numerous re-powers over the
lifetime of the vessel. This vessel and trailer should
be viewed before bidding. SLOCAL Estate Auctions, Inc has listed the surplus waterfront RV
camping program items which are no longer needed by the Harbor Department. Picnic tables,
free-standing wood wall privacy dividers and landscaping timbers are all up for auction. You
may bid on these items here.

Administration (Finance and IT)
Budget Development
The City Finance team is hard at work developing the Citywide budget for fiscal year 2022-23,
which will run from July 1-June 30. The Citizens Finance Advisory Committee provided input on
the expenditure of Measure Q&E local sales tax revenues at their meeting on April 28th, and
those funds will continue to support public safety and cleanliness, including related
infrastructure investments. The broader budget will be discussed by City Council at public
Budget Study Sessions on May 24th and 25th. The public is encouraged to review the draft
proposed budget, which will be available mid-May, and provide comments to Council at or in
advance of the Budget Study Sessions.
Expanded Business License and Transient Occupancy Tax Customer Service Options
The City has always valued its relationship with the business community and the lodging
community, and we are pleased to announce some changes to our business tax procedures and
transient Occupancy Tax (TOT) procedures that are designed to streamline the process for
remitting fees or taxes to the City. The City has contracted with the HdL Companies to provide
assistance to the business and lodging communities for all of their business tax and TOT
remittance and support needs. Beginning next week, as of May 2, 2022, the HdL Business
Support Center will provide the business community with support for all aspects of business
tax. The HdL Tax Processing Center the lodging community with support for all aspects of TOT;
including return filing, payment, compliance, and general support. Starting in May, instead of
filing applications and remittances directly with the City, businesses and lodging entities will
now fill directly with HdL, and may file via mail, email, online, or by phone to provide expanded
customer service options. Phone support will be available Monday through Friday 8am-5pm
PST at (805) 339-2649, email support is available by emailing MorroBay@hdlgov.com, and a
new web site will be created and available next week at https://morrobay.hdlgov.com. City
staff will remain available for questions as needed.

Public Works
Utilities Division

On Monday, April 11th City Utility operators discovered evidence of a wastewater leak in a 6”
force main running from a lift station in the Cloisters area under Highway 1 to Main Street. The
operators isolated the leak and cleaned the area the same day the issue was discovered. They
also diverted all wastewater away from the pipe and into temporary storage tanks, which
stopped further leaking on the same day. Due to the quick actions of the operators, all sewage
was contained and no sewage travelled to Cloisters Pond or the ocean.

On Wednesday, April 27th a City contractor completed insertion of a smaller 4’ High Density
Poly Ethylene (HDPE) through the entire length of the force main, which has allowed the force
main to go back into operation. This is a short-term fix that will prevent any further leakages
until the Utilities and Engineering Divisions evaluate and implement long-term options to
replace the force main.
The City has directed the temporary storage tanks along the bike path to be fully emptied and
removed from site. Further, the bike path that runs through the area has now been reopened.

Maintenance & Operations

The Maintenance Division has recently replaced six
truncated dome panels throughout the City’s
downtown area and will continue replacing more old
and worn out panels in the coming weeks. Truncated
domes serve as a detectable warning since they can
be seen, felt, and heard. They are put in place to
increases the accessibility of sidewalks.
The public is reminded that the fastest way to notify
the right City staff about any maintenance issues on
public property is to submit a service request here:
https://morrobayca.citysourced.com/. Make sure to
click the “requests” button at the center bottom of the screen.
Transit

Next month Morro Bay Transit will be celebrating its 45th
anniversary! The City Council established a general public transit
system in Morro Bay that began operating May 2, 1977. It was
designed to provide local transit service to individuals who did not
have access to or were unable to drive a car because of age, medical
condition, economic circumstances, or personal choice. Over the 45
years since local transit service began operating, Morro Bay Transit
has provided more than 1.67 million rides to residents and visitors.
At its April 26 meeting, the City Council approved a proclamation
declaring May 2 through May 6, 2022 as “Morro Bay Transit Week” in acknowledgement and
appreciation of the service provided to residents and visitors by Morro Bay Transit contractors
and their respective drivers since inception in 1977. For more information on Morro Bay
Transit, visit our website at www.morrobay.ca.gov/mbt.
Engineering

The Engineering Division recently submitted applications for two
separate grants funded through the California Department of Parks and
Recreation. One of the grant applications is for improvements to Franklin
Riley Park in the amount of $20,000 from the Trail Habitat Conservation
Fund (HCF). The second grant application was for the Rural Recreation &
Tourism Program (RRT) requesting $937,432 in funding for the Coleman
Park improvements. With limited availability of general fund finances,
grants are an important part of funding stream that Engineering looks to
for infrastructure and public facility improvements. We are hopeful the
City will receive these much-needed funds so these projects can move forward.

Water Reclamation Facility

Construction of the WRF continues to progress well, and Filanc Black & Veatch (FBV) has
completed installation and individual testing of all major wastewater treatment equipment.
FBV is now working on testing the equipment as an entire system by circulating clean water
through the completed portions of the WRF, and the City’s operations staff is being trained by
the designers and equipment vendors while working alongside FBV during this testing period.
Construction of curbs and gutters and pavement subgrade continues, and site paving is planned
for May. Hydroseeding and revegetation of pre-existing grasslands around the WRF perimeter
is progressing well. The program management team is currently working with City operations
staff, FBV, and Anvil Builders on further developing the detailed plan to start up the WRF and
Conveyance Facilities as an entire system, which is planned to occur in October.

Conveyance Project

Anvil Builders continues to have multiple crews working around the city and they are making
good progress. One pipeline crew completed the work on South Bay Boulevard and it was
reopened on April 29. In mid-May, a pipeline crew will continue water main and purified water
line construction on Quintana Road between South Bay Boulevard and the roundabout. That
work is expected to continue until mid-summer, and Las Tunas is anticipated to be reopened by
the end of June. Another pipeline crew completed the pipeline within the Vistra property and
has moved to the bike path, and the pipe bridge abutment excavation was completed in early
April and the pipe bridge is on track to be completed by the fall. Construction of both pump
stations is progressing well, and sewer main relocation work will commence in the next week
near the pump station on Main Street. Pipeline construction on Atascadero Road is also
planned to begin in June.

Recreation
Administration
Facilities
Morro Bay Community Center and Parks are open and ready for reservations! Our parks and
facilities are now bustling with classes, activities, and other reservations such as birthday
parties, celebrations, and the like. We are now hosting in-person City Council and Advisory
Board meetings at the Veterans’ Memorial Building.
Be sure to have your rides ready, Cruisin’ Car Show is back for 2022! First weekend in May is
for the Cars, second weekend in May is for the mothers! We are very excited to have a Spring
full of life, building community through our events.

Events
Morro Bay Recreation is excited to announce the in-person return of the Brian Waterbury Rock
to Pier Fun Run. After hosting this event virtually, the past two years, the community has
already shown excitement to get back on the beach! This event brings in about 1000
participants each year and is a great opportunity to promote tourism within the Central Coast,
especially right here in Morro Bay.
Starting on the morning of July 16th, runners will take off from the rock and run all the way to
Cayucos pier where a shuttle will take them back to the rock. After the run, participants will get
the opportunity to partake in our post-race festivities, including live music, breakfast from the
Kiwanis and booths featuring our local businesses. We’re looking forward to making this event
the best one yet!
The City celebrated Arbor Day at Lila Keiser Park, Sunday, May 1st, at 10 AM! Thank you to
community members, City Staff, and City Council members for helping to plant 4 trees.
The City and Morro Bay High School celebrating the first ever MBHS Football team who made it
to the CIF State Final Championship game! Although the team didn’t win the final game, they
were the southern California Division Champions! The City, along with MBHS, celebrated this
success with a parade on Sunday, May 1st, starting at Coleman Park at 11 AM and ending at City
Park for a few words by Mayor Headding and MBHS Administration and football coaches,
before ending with a championship ring presentation. Go Pirates!!

Seniors
April was an active month that saw the return of the new and improved Bingo Night. Returning
back into action and now operating out of the Community Center, the first night was a great
success!
This month we continued our health series with presentations given on Caretaking for
Alzheimers and a class on Silent Meditation.
The first of our new upgrades was installed this week as the Senior Lounge was outfitted with a
new smart television, DVD player and a sound system. The sound system now has front and
rear speakers which will provide ample sound no matter where you are sitting in the room. A
real boost for some or our hearing-impaired participants!

New Smart TV and surround sound system being installed in the Senior Lounge

Classes
Check out our Spring Community Class Schedule and keep an eye out for information on our
newest class beginning May 18th, Open Floor with instructor Shelley Kilcoyne!

Aquatics Programs
Pool
The Morro Bay Aquatic Center is in full swing ramping up for spring and summer! Lessons have
been a big hit and are in high demand. Our spring JG Bootcamp (Formally known as Pre Season Junior Lifeguard Pool Program) is back in action and begins this Sunday. Lap Swim
schedule will remain the same and has seen an increase in participants. Our Aqua Aerobics
program has added an early morning deep water class which is a big hit on Wednesday
mornings 7:15am – 8:00am.

Sports
Estero Bay Youth Softball is in full swing for the spring season! Our girls teams have been having
a blast learning and developing new skills out on the field! Currently, we are planning our end of
season tournament to give our players a competitive atmosphere to play the game. We are
excited for the opportunity to show surrounding cities what Estero Bay has to offer! Our Under10 teams are also preparing for the all-star season, an amazing chance for them to play a higher
level of opponents and test their talent. We are incredibly grateful to all of our coaches and
volunteers who have made this season possible.

Our 2022 Adult Softball season is going strong with 5 co-ed teams swinging away on Monday
nights! This is our first adult sports season in a while and we’re excited about this opportunity for
the adults in the community to get active. Currently Bats & Mitts is crushing the competition with
48 runs scored in just two weeks!

Our sports staff is working hard to create a flag football season for the upcoming summer season.
Divisions will be based off of grade level, starting at 1st grade and going all the way up to 8th grade.
We have partnered with NFL Flag, an organization dedicated to giving all boys and girls a chance
to learn and play-and have a blast while doing it. We look forward to bringing this opportunity to
our community!

Youth Services
Kids’ Club
Kids’ Club has 6 more weeks of this school year and although we are sad to see it end, we are
very excited to bring back Kids’ Camp for this upcoming summer. Registration will open May
2nd. See details below.

Youth Services’ Staff and participating families had so much fun at our Mad Hatter Tea Party! The kids

showed up in dapper attire and enjoyed “tea” (apple juice) and other fun tea party activities. We also
hosted our Holiday Hangout – All Sports Edition during SLCUSD Spring Break where we partnered with
the Community Foundation of Estero Bay to bring this camp to Kids Club. The Foundation provided
funding for sports equipment for each participant!

