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The Waterfront Today

Morro Bay Waterfront Master Plan Boundary

Area 1: Morro Rock/Coleman Park

Area 2: T-Piers/Fishermen Work Area
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What is your favorite spot to visit or places you value 
along the waterfront? Tell us on a sticky note!!

What would you like to see change? 
Tell us on a sticky note!
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Proposal no longer 
relevant. Coleman Drive 
adjacent to Morro Rock is 
now gated for emergency 
access only to allow for 
access to the revetment 
during high storm events.

Not Implemented. A 
paved launch would not 
be feasible. This area is a 
popular kayak launch spot 
where kayakers have to 
climb through dune habitat 
to launch. Consideration 
could be made for a kayak or 
smaller vessel launch ramp 
instead of a larger paved 
boat launch.

Complete

Not Implemented.

Redesign the parking lots to 
gain efficiency and provide 
better access to the piers

Not Implemented. A supplemental process 
in 2013 went forward with park only. This 
process went through Harbor Advisory Board, 
Recreations and Parks Commission, and City 
Council.

Develop boat repair yard/haul out facility, with 
approximately 2000 sq. ft. of office space, and a 
marine supply retail outlet east of Coleman Park.

Partially Complete. Parking 
configuration does not maximize 
the space. Parking lot surfacing 
requires more base every year and 
regular maintenance to reduce 
potholes and uneven surface.  

Provide recreational parking spaces 
which would serve Morro Strand 
State Beach and provide overflow 
parking for the new harbor uses.

Complete

Locate a series of nature 
observation / information 
areas explaining the natural 
wonders of the area, its 
history and the plants and 
animals that inhabit it.

Not Implemented. Duke energy (owner of the PG&E 
property after PG&E, but before Vistra) dedicated portions 
of the Den Dulk property to the City. The area is utilized 
for public parking and the Harborwalk. No campground 
facilities have been implemented. A portion of Coleman 
Drive has been relocated to the north side of Coleman Park.

Encourage private development of a visitor serving 
recreation vehicle and camping area on the eastern portion 
of the former “Den Dulk” property. Encourage a visitor 
serving concession facility adjacent to Coleman Beach which 
will share parking with the expanded Coleman Park. 

Morro Creek
Morro Creek

Rebuild fish processing and commercial/recreational fishing related uses.

Not Implemented. City has lost ability to process fish in this area

Partially Complete. Most buildings are still single story and commercial/
retail/restaurants occupy ground floor or two story buildings still have 
retail uses. 1215 Embarcadero was redeveloped with a 2 story building, 
with the restaurant located on the second story.

Encourage existing commercial/retail or visitor serving uses to relocate 
to the second story to accommodate fishing industry and harbor 
support facilities at ground floor.

Not Implemented. City has lost ability to process fish here.

Designate the commercial fishing support area in the vicinity of the 
North T-pier as a suitable site for redevelopment to improve work areas 
for fish off-loading and processing.

Partially Complete. Enhanced Pedestrian conditions, such as a the 
pedestrian boardwalk, was implemented in 2008-2009 up to Morro Grill/
Morro Bay Seafood Company. Further north, the pedestrian waterfront 
experience is disconnected.

Improve public physical and visual access to the waterfront with its 
interesting fishing vessels and fish processing activities. Develop a 
pedestrian walkway along the shoreline and to the T-piers.

Proposal no longer relevant

Encourage PG&E to provide an 
education center and information 
on alternative energy sources.

The green box shows Implementation Status in bold,  
followed by supporting or relevant text. 

The top box displays the 1996 Waterfront Master Plan 
Proposal for the area.

Not Implemented.

Improve the Front 
Street parking lot

Connect the two portions of the Embarcadero 
with a 2 lane bridge across Morro Creek. 

Partially Complete. The Embarcadero is 
connected via a pedestrian and bike bridge over 
Morro Creek. Emergency vehicles can access in 
case of emergency.

In Progress. The pedestrian boardwalk 
wraps around the dune at the end of 
Coleman Drive and terminates / provides 
access to Morro Rock Beach. The City is 
looking into a grant for Coleman park 
Dune Restoration. National Estuary 
Program does some dune management 
and restoration.

Redevelop the natural dune area and 
provide a system of access trails and 
boardwalks to the City beach and Morro 
Strand State Beach.
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The project team identified the status of each 
action item to the best of our knowledge. 
However, much has changed since 1996, and we 
need the community’s help to more thoroughly 
evaluate the 1996 plan. Based on your personal 
experiences on the water front, do you have any 
context or comments regarding the status of any 
of the actions? Do you feel these implementation 
actions are still relevant today?

Morro Bay Waterfront Master Plan

Generate more waterfront 
space on the bay side and 
enhance Coleman Park 
by relocating the eastern 
portion of Coleman Drive 
slightly north.

Consider providing a new 
boat launch area with a 
paved ramp and supporting 
parking.Reorganize the parking area 

to provide parking spaces, 
loop, and signage at the end 
of Coleman Drive.

Check out the 1996 Waterfront Master Plan proposals for the area. Do you have anything to add 
about the implementation status information? Grab a sticky note and let us know!
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