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The map shows community generated proposals 
and ideas for the waterfront. Based on your 
personal experiences on the waterfront and the 
future you see for Morro Bay, which of these 
proposals are the most important to you? Are there 
proposals or ideas that are missing? Let us know!

Morro Bay Waterfront Master Plan

Check out the New Proposals for Areas 5 and 6. These ideas come from the previous workshop. 
Which ideas would you most like to see on the waterfront? Grab a sticky note and let us know!

Area Wide Proposals:
Q. Enhance recreational use and experiences for children and teens.

R. Create additional parking away from the Embarcadero with a 
permanent trolley service to the Embarcadero.

S. Further develop active recreation opportunities and create a major 
Sports Complex.

T. Create an installation celebrating the cultural heritage of the Salinan 
and Chumash people.

U. Create a Salinan Reserve Natural Space that protects open space and 
provides further recreational opportunities.

O. Expand commercial and hospitality 
options through development of the 
former Power Plant. Development 
proposals include a tribal casino, a 
conference center, and a hotel.

M. Create an additional campground 
by Morro Creek to increase 
opportunities for recreation. 

N. Create an access route 
from Highway 1 to the 
Embarcadero and Main 
St to alleviate congestion 
on the Embarcadero from 
Beach St. to Morro Rock.

K. Maintain and preserve 
existing green space.

H. Prioritize removal of 
Power Plant stacks.

B. Create a walking trail in the ESHA 
Open Space that connects residential 
neighborhoods to the Embarcadero.

D. Address substandard bluff 
conditions and coastal erosion 
along the Embarcadero and at 
the Pedestrian Bridge.

C. Improve accessibility of open 
space, beaches, and parks for 
people with disabilities.

A. Relocate the Morro Dunes RV 
Park to the North (within Area 6) 
and build constructed wetlands on 
the current RV site to be continuous 
with the Morro Creek Riparian Zone. 

E. Create a parking garage 
on current underutilized land 
within the former Power Plant, 
Tank Farm, or WWTP site.

I. Expand the Maritime 
Museum to become a 
regional educational 
attraction in Morro Bay.

P. Rebuild the Surf St. 
stairs that provided access 
to the Embarcadero.

G. Create an educational resource related to 
marine life and the Morro Bay estuary within 
the former Power Plant Intake building. This 
resource could include an aquarium, marine 
ecology learning center, a marine mammal 
rescue organization, or a sea level rise and 
oceanography atmosphere study institute. 

F. Create a pedestrian and 
bicycle path along the north 
side of the Embarcadero. 

L. Create a bike and pedestrian connection 
along Morro Creek that connects Lila 
Keiser Park to the Embarcadero.

J. Implement paid parking along the 
Embarcadero and at Morro Rock that 
allows Morro Bay Citizens to obtain yearly 
parking passes or free parking permits.

In 1997, PG&E imposed a deed restriction on 
most of the 107-acre site in connection with 
the sale of the property to Duke Energy. The 
deed restriction prohibits temporary lodging, 
hospitals or other health-care facilities, 
schools, daycare centers for children, parks, 
playgrounds, or other recreational uses on 
the Power Plant Property.

The area adjacent to Morro Creek is 
subject to flooding and coastal hazards. 
Any structures must be built above base 
flood elevation and meet maximum height 
requirements from average natural grade.

Park and Recreation (PR). The PR district is intended 
to identify and maintain areas for active recreation, 
including city parks and other areas that support 
recreational activities. Uses include parks, playgrounds, 
campgrounds, picnic areas, sports fields, golf courses, 
recreational clubs, and other appropriate recreational 
uses. This district implements the open space/recreation 
general plan/LCP land use plan land use designations.

Potential Uses Allowed by both Zoning and 
PG&E Deed Restriction:
•	 Restaurants, cafes, bars and coffee shops
•	 Parking lots and structures
•	 Nursery or garden center
•	 Visitor-oriented retail shops
•	 Clothing stores
•	 Gift shops
•	 Art galleries and studios
•	 Parking
•	 Cultural institutions
•	 Community assembly
•	 Bank and financial institutions

Property is privately owned by Vistra. 
Implementation of proposals would require 
Vistra approval.

Future development would 
have to remediate site 
contamination, including 
heavy metals and petroleum 
hydrocarbons. The main 
area of contamination is the 
24-acre former tank farm 
site where a battery plan 
was previously proposed. 
Consider cost of remediation 
or maintenance in potential 
visions for the property.

There are 5 Environmentally Sensitive 
Habitat Areas (ESHAs) located directly on the 
Power Plant Property and three additional 
areas adjacent to the site; any proposed 
development must be located outside of any 
ESHA and required ESHA buffers.

Visitor Serving Commercial 
(VSC). This district is 
intended to provide areas 
for visitor-oriented services 
and uses located at easily 
accessible locations and 
tourist destinations. A range 
of visitor-serving uses are 
allowed, including Hotels and 
motels, Restaurants, Retail, 
Recreation, Residential uses 
are allowed in certain areas. 
This district implements the 
visitor-serving commercial 
general plan/LCP land use 
plan land use designation.

Morro Bay Waterfront Master Plan Boundary

Area 5: Former Power Plant

Area 6: Former WWTP Plant/Morro Dunes RV Park
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New Proposals and Ideas

Considerations for New Proposals and Ideas


